
November 1, 2025                                                                                        Week 14 

How did it become November already? Big month for our Rotary Club. Why don't we sell a few thousand poinsettias and 550 
Christmas Trees! 
 
Upcoming Programs:  

Upcoming: Nov. 13: Ben Bridges, St. Matthew’s House. Nov. 20: Dr. Melanie Stefanowicz, CEO of the Early Learning 
Coalition of Southwest Florida. 

Rotary Club of Bonita Springs Board Meeting on Monday: All members are invited to attend the monthly meeting of the 
Rotary Club of Bonita Springs. 5 p.m. Monday, Nov. 10, at Brennan, Manna & Diamond, 9240 Bonita Beach Road SE, Build-
ing C, Suite 1101, Bonita Springs. 
 
The Foundation of The Rotary Club of Bonita Springs Board Meeting a Week from Monday: All members are invited to 
attend the monthly meeting of our Rotary Club’s Foundation board. 4 p.m. Monday, Nov. 17, at Finemark Bank, 268000 S Ta-
miami Trl, Suite 100, Bonita Springs. 
 
Fundraisers – We Need Support From Every Club Member 
 
Christmas Tree and Poinsettia Sales Tent: Begin promoting our new location and schedule for Christmas Tree and Poinset-
tia sales to your family members, neighbors, friends and community. (Flyer attached). Sales begin at 10 a.m. the day after 
Thanksgiving, November 28. Sign Up to cover at least 3 shifts in the first two weeks of sales. In addition, we need 20+ volun-
teers to set up the lights, tables, tree stands, and equipment in the tent on Saturday, November 22. Sign up using Sign Up Ge-
nius (email message from Lynda Waterhouse) or reach out to Stefan Gehrold. 
 
Poinsettia Sales: Provide names of businesses, churches, clubs and other places that may have an interest in purchasing a 
large quantity of poinsettias to Jim Horein or Dave Shellenbarger. DEADLINE: Orders must be in by November 20! Visit our 
website: https://bonitaspringsrotary.org/ 
 
Buy Your Tickets Now for Everglades Hockey games: Use this link to buy tickets to the 6 Rotary/Blades fundraiser games. 
Florida Everblades - Powered by Spinzo 
Only $35/ticket for premium seats. Some games offer special beer & hot dog prices. Invite family, friends 
and neighbors. Go Blades and Go Rotary!  

Wednesday, Nov. 19, 7:30 p.m. vs. South Carolina 

Saturday, Dec. 13, 7:00 p.m. vs. Orlando 

Wednesday, Jan. 14, 7:30 p.m. vs. Jacksonville 

Wednesday, Feb. 11, 7:30 p.m. vs. Maine 

Wednesday, March 25, 7:30 p.m. vs. Savannah 
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Winner 

Service Projects  
Every Monday: Food distributions with Meals of  
Hope at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Bonita  
Beach Road, 1 - 5 p.m.  
Christmas Tree and Poinsettia Sales: Watch for 
details.  
Rotary Raffle with a Twist: Saturday, March 21,  
2026  
 
Opportunities for Service: 
Be a Greeter: Take a week to greet members, 
speakers and guests at the Welcome Desk to help 
everyone feel welcome and engaged. Only four (4) 
spots remain through the end of the year! 

First Thursdays 
 
Dec—Holiday Party at The Waterhouse Manse  
1/8/25—open  
 
Feb 5, March 5, April 2, May 7, 
June 4 open  

https://bonitaspringsrotary.org/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feverblades.spinzo.com%2F%3Fgroup%3Drotary-club-of-bonita-springs-ad5z&data=05%7C02%7CDonna.Marcotte%40premiersir.com%7Cc215018954dc4327781e08de1c672828%7C57de1345eb5746ac8b5a4ccfeef84a89%7C0%7C


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rotary Club of Bonita Springs,  
chartered November 3, 1978 

P.O. Box 474,  
Bonita Springs, Florida  34134 

 
Contact The Spoke through it’s email” 

Donna.Marcotte@PremierSir.com 
Donna Marcotte, issue editor 
www.BonitaSpringsRotary.org 

 
 
 
 
 

2025-2026 Rotary International and District  
Leadership 

 
Rotary International President 

Francesco Arezzo, Rotary Club of Ragusa Italy  
 

District 6960 Governor 
Gerard Sola, The Rotary Club of Bonita Sunset 

 
Area 2 Assistant Governor 

Eileen Tasso, Bonita Springs Rotary Club 
 

2024-2025 Club Officers 
President- Julie Pedretti 

President-Elect Kelli Groom 
Secretary – Lynda Waterhouse 

Treasurer—Jim Fitzpatrick 
Sergeant-at-Arms  - Kelli Groom 

Past President—Joe Murgalo 
 

Members of the Board 
Jim Fitzpatrick, Lynda Waterhouse, Julie Pedretti, 

Joe Murgalo, Kelli Groom 
2023-2026 

Wendy Arsenault, Stefan Gerhold, Bob Landy,  
2024—2027 

Angela Swanepoel, Mike Poff, 
2025-2028 

Donna Marcotte, Steve McIntosh 
 

Trustees of The Foundation 
Chris Riesen, President; Dave Shellenbarger, Secretary; Bob 
Lombardo, Treasurer; Jim Burger, Kae Moore, Eileen Tasso, 

Dave Langendorfer, Trustees 

Birthdays 
Nov 3—Dave Shellenbarger 
Nov 10—Bob Lombardo 
Nov 14—Stefan Gehrold 
Nov 20—Richard Garner 
Nov 24—Dave Langendorfer 
Nov 30—Michelle Matuszak 
 
 
 
 
Club Anniversaries 
Nov. 1: George Cohan, 42 years 
Nov. 8: Neil Anderson, 3 years 
Nov. 22: Paul Messino, 8 years 
Nov. 24: Joe Murgalo, 15 years 
Nov. 30: Eileen & GT Tasso, 9 years 

Rotarians of The Month 
July, Abbe Guddal   
 
August, Angela Swa-
nepoel  
 
September, Jerry Pelak 
 
October, Paul Fox 

Upcoming Programs 
Upcoming: November Speaker 
Chair is Lynda Waterhouse.  
 
Nov 13—Ben Bridges, St. Mat-
thew’s House. 
Nov. 20: Dr. Melanie Stefanowicz, 
CEO of the Early Learning Coali-
tion of Southwest Florida. 

Dec 19, Waterhouse Christmas Party 

 

 
Everglades Hockey with Your Rotary Friends: 
Alan and Marjo White have organized opportunities 
to attend Everglades Hockey Games at the Hertz 
Arena, once a month through April. If we have 20 
people (Rotarians, family members, friends, neigh-
bors) attend, our Rotary Club could receive as 
much as $2,000 for participating in their special 
program. Some games offer special beer & hot dog 
prices. Save the dates (evening games): 
Wednesday, Nov. 19 
Saturday, Dec. 13 
Wednesday, Jan. 14 
Wednesday, Feb. 11 
Wednesday, March 25 
Friday, April 10 
 

Rotary International Vision: Together, we see a 
world where people unite and take action to 
create lasting change across the globe, in our 
communities, and in ourselves.   

 

Our 2025-2026 Rotary Club Goals 

1.      Grow membership (to 81 members--net 
4) As a Club, we can have a greater impact 
with addi-tional quality members; together we 
will find ways to diversity our membership, in-
crease participation and offer new opportunities 
for personal and pro-fessional connections. 

2. Enhance the Club Experience: Find new 
ways to make our meetings, socials, fundrais-
ing activities and service projects more appeal-
ing and engaging – for us and for prospective 
Members. 

3. Provide Service: Service to the Club, ser-
vice to each other, and service to our communi-
ty. We’ll continue to “do good in the world” 
through our ser-vice projects and leverage this 
work to build aware-ness of Rotary’s impact 
and brand. 


