






























Today: FGCU Update 
Dr. Joe Shepard, Vice President, Administration of 

Florida Gulf Coast University will bring us up to date on 
advancements made at the university to the benefit of all 
of Southwest Florida. 

Last Week: The Regulars 
President-for-a-day, Bill Hise, 
Hayward Area, WI gonged, 
gonged, gonged the meeting to 
order at 7:29.  Sid Mathews, 
Carbondale, IL,  offered the 
invocation and Dave Hanley, 
Waukesha, WI led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  Don Johnson, 
Thompson, Canada led the 4-
Way Test.  Rotary Regular 

song master Jim Friedgen, 
Derry Village, NH, led the gather-

ing in singing “Let Me Call You Sweetheart".  Dave 
Zaun, Terre Haute, IN, acted as Sergeant-at-Arms.  
Dave wielded a heavy fining hand, collecting double 
fines from club officers who were caught transgressing, 
and fining Roger Brunswick for having surgery in order 
to get some free advertising.  

Bobbi’s Birthday 
The Rotary Regular Songbirds, Hal Cooper and 

Jim Friedgen, presented a birthday cake to Bobbi Bird  
and serenaded her with “My Funny Valentine”.  

Announcements 
Gerry Myers, President of the Club’s Foundation, 

presented a check for $5,000 to Ryan Smiley and Deb-
bie Metzger of the YMCA for the “Tween Fitness” pro-
gram. 

 

Bobbi Bird is looking for help rounding up restau-
rants for Celebrate Bonita which will be held April 1st.  
This year the entertainment will be the Charlie Daniel’s 
Band.  Jim Dati needs a few good “beer pourers” to 
help with this. 

Sue Masters is plugging a Literacy Council break-
fast at the Hyatt Coconut Point, 8 AM, March 15th.  

 
Bobby Knight and Other Stories 

Bill Hise introduced Chuck Mar-
lowe as an “outstanding golfer”, 
the long time voice of Indiana 
University, and TV personality.   
Chuck regaled us with stories of 
some of the personalities he had 
become friendly with in his ca-
reer including Elvis Presley, Joe 
Foss, Stan Kenton, Cassius 
Clay, and, of course, Bob 
Knight.  He also told of some of 
his bloopers including, as a ra-
dio DJ, playing the wrong side of 
Elvis’s “Heartbreak Hotel” re-
cord.   

Chuck had a long time association with Bob Knight, 
the often controversial coach of IU.  Chuck said, “I can’t 
say a bad word about him.”  He reports the coach’s goal 
was “Making men from boys.“  He told us the story about 
a TV program after Knight and IU fans had been abused 
at Purdue.  Knight introduced a donkey as a “Purdue 
Fan” and  said the fan’s first name was Jack! One guess 
as to its last name.  

 
Next Week: Estero HS Interact 

 
The Estero High School Interact Club 
will be sharing their story.  Sandy 
Dutko/Jane Klinker, club sponsors, 
Katherine Saterwhite, 2006 S4TL 
participant and Jen Diner, Interact 
Club President will be with us thanks 
to Steve McIntosh, Bonita Springs Ro-
tary Vocational Service Chair. 

Bill Hise 

. 
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March 2nd: Spaghetti DinnerSpaghetti DinnerSpaghetti DinnerSpaghetti Dinner    
The Club is sponsoring a spaghetti 
dinner     at the annual Relay for Life, 
Friday, March 2nd.  Donations are 
$10.  Make checks payable to the 
American Cancer Society.  Workers 
are needed.  See Ray Faubion. 

Hal Cooper, Bobbi Bird, Jim Friedgen 

Chuck Marlowe 



Give My Regards To Broadway \ 
G. M. Cohan 

Give my regards to Broadway; 

Remember me to Herald Square. 

Tell all the gang at Forty-Second Street 

That I will soon be there. 

Tell them of how I’m yearning 

To mingle with the old time throng. 

Give my regards to old Broadway 

And say that I’ll be there ‘eer long. 

Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

Sue Masters           Feb 22 
Steve McIntosh      Feb 25 
Roger Brunswick   Feb 26 
Harold Eames (rr)  Feb 26  
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The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

Don Johnson is a long time seasonal visitor from 
Thompson, Manitoba.  Thompson is 500 miles north of 
Winnipeg.  It was sunny in Thompson on Valentine’s 
Day, but the temperature was minus 20 F. 

 After Don graduated from high school in Vancou-
ver, BC, he joined the family jewellry business as an 
apprentice.  In 1947, he moved to Winnipeg, Manitoba.  
There he finished his apprenticeship, became a Master 
Watchmaker and Graduate Jeweller of The Canadian 
Jewellers Institute, and opened a jewellry store.      

 In the early 60’s, the International Nickel Com-
pany (Inco) found and developed the largest fully inte-
grated nickel mining complex in the free world, 500 
miles north of Winnipeg.  This included building the 
totally modern city of Thompson with Canada’s first 
enclosed shopping mall.  The city was built to accom-
modate 20,000 people with a market area population of 
about 75,000. 

 Don and his wife, Louise, decided to move to 
Thompson where they might be the big fish in the small 
pond rather the small fish in the Winnipeg pond.  They 
never looked back.  In addition to the jewellry business, 
they were involved in a high rise apartment building, a 
night club, and a florist business.  When they went to 
Thompson, the highway from Winnipeg ended about 
300 miles to the south. Don, as president of the Cham-
ber of Commerce, organized a cavalcade to drive 
through the forest on logging roads and limestone es-
kers to Winnipeg to appeal for extending the highway 
to Thompson. As a result, a gravel road was completed 
in 1967, and an all weather highway was finished in 
1968.  

 Don has been a member of The Rotary Club of 
Thompson, Manitoba since 1966.  He served as presi-
dent and was awarded a Paul Harris Fellowship in 
1976. In 1995, he was the project manager for the con-
struction of the “Rotary Bridge over the Grass River”.  
This suspension bridge took two summers to complete 
and provides hiking access to the Manitoba’s highest 
water fall. 

 Louise and Don have been married 55 years.  
They now live on the shore of a pristine lake about 10 
miles south of Thompson.   

Don says” We live in the best of two worlds, North-
ern Canada for eight months, and Naples, Florida for 
four months. Truly ‘The Canadian Dream’…eh”. 

Don Johnson, a bridge builder from Manitoba 

March 7th Meeting  
at the Elks Club 

$FIFTY  $2,089$FIFTY  $2,089$FIFTY  $2,089$FIFTY  $2,089    FIFTY $FIFTY $FIFTY $FIFTY $    
 

Jim Renfro had the winning 
ticket but couldn’t pick a 

winning card. 
Three tickets for $2 

Five for $3  
Twenty Five for $10 
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This Week’s Program 
 
 Jason Dolle will introduce Paula Sklodowski 
of WGCU, who will make a presentation on 
WGCU to include its role in public broadcasting 
in Southwest Florida, its relationship with 
FGCU and its place in the community at large. 
 
 Last Week  -  The Meeting 
 
 President Dick Fredrickson called the meet-
ing to order.  The invocation was delivered by 
Doug Pratt.  Gerry Myers led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Steve Krchniak kept us on our feet 
to sing America and we did sing it well.  Frank 
Keck, Rotary Regular from Champaign, IL, 
with help from his friends, led us in reciting the 
4 Way Test. 
 
 New Spoke Format 
 
 The SpokeThe SpokeThe SpokeThe Spoke is in a new format thanks to Mark 
McCaw and Morgan Stanley. Our printing bill 
for the Spoke has been about $1,000 each 
year.  We can only imagine what we would pay 
to have it printed in color. Thank you, Mark.  
Please note that the club roster is on our web-
site.  Ask if you don’t know the sign in and 
password info.  We will print the roster and 
have it available at the sign in table.  Take one 
if you don’t use a computer.  Make-up meeting 
locations can be found at www.rotary6960.org. 
 
 Next Week’s Meeting 
 
 Kevin Lewis of SWFL Addiction Services will 
speak about substance abuse. 
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 Last Week’s Program 
Betsy D’Jamoos, 
Brad Guarino, 
and Andy 
D’Jamoos of the 
D’Jamoos Group 
presented Estero 
on the River, the 
latest venture of 

the group.  We learned early in the presentation 
about projects in the area that they have com-
pleted or are in the process of completing in-
cluding Galleria at the Forum and Orion Center 
in Fort Myers; Plaza del Sol, Coconut Crossing 
and Corkscrew Palms in Estero; and Vanderbilt 
Galleria, Sao Grato and Andalucia in Naples.   
Though there are many obstacles in their path 
the team has a plan to accomplish completion.  
Included in the new community, which is being 
built in their “Smart Village” spirit will be 530 
residences.  There will be homes affordable to 
people working in the area such as teachers, 
police and fire fighters.  There will be 300,000 
square feet of commercial space including retail, 
restaurants and a boutique hotel, general and 
medical office space and the new 36,000 square 
foot Gulfshore Playhouse, which the group has 
donated.  Estero on the River will be a complete 
town with access to other areas by Lee Tran, but 
many people will live, play and shop within 
walking distance in a town with sidewalks on 
both sides of tree lined streets.  Main Street will 
be on the shore of a lake and the Estero River is 
at the heart of the community.  The environment 
will be upgraded through the removal of exotic 
plants and a buffer will be created on both sides 
of the river.  
Estero on the River is the culmination of a vi-
sion of the D’Jamoos family and their company. 
 
 



 
 
 Students of the Month 
 Steve McIntosh, Vocational Service Chairper-
son, introduced Michelle Lauber, Estero High 

School Service Student of the 
Month, who is a junior, and for 
the fourth year in a row was 
recently elected class presi-
dent.  She is on the Swim 
Team and is Captain of the 
Girls La Crosse team.  She 
has been involved in student 
government throughout her 
high school career.   

 
 He introduced Elizabeth Selle, Academic Stu-
dent of the Month, too.  Eliza-
beth has a 4.0 GPA.  She will 
be attending Florida State Uni-
versity in the fall.  She is on the 
Swim Team and volunteers at 
the Bonita Springs Charter 
School.  We are fortunate to 
have such stellar students in 
our area and they are good citi-
zens as well.  Congratulations, 
Michelle and Elizabeth. 
 
 Don Manley Inducted 

 
 President, 
Dick 
Fredrickson, 
inducted our 
newest Rotar-
ian, Don 
Manley.  Ken 
King pro-
posed Don for 

membership. Don is not new to Rotary.  He 
was a Rotarian in the Findley Ohio Rotary Club 
for 27 years.  Don’s classification is Nursing 
Home Administration.  Don is familiar to many 
of us.  We learned that he is a worker during 
our Christmas Tree Sales project.  Don, we are 
happy to have you join us. 

Happenings 
Today  -  Join Dave Shellenbarger immedi-
ately after the meeting to participate in the 
Lee Memorial Hospital Visioning Project 
focus group to study the health care needs in 
South Lee County.  This will take an hour and 
a half of your time. 
 
 April 19, 20, and 21 at 8 PM at the Cambier 
Park Bandshell in Naples for the premier of 
the Gulfshore Playhouse original production 
of Romeo and Juliet Redifined.  Contact 
Sue Masters for information. 
 
 April 22  -  Reverse Raffle.  See George 
Cohan for details and additional tickets.  Let’s 
keep George happy by turning back any un-
used tickets ASAP.  This is one of our biggest 
fundraisers and Bonita Springs Rotary needs 
your help. 
 
 May 3-5  -  Rotary District 6960 Confer-
ence.  Details and registration can be found 
at the district website, www. Rotary 6960.org. 
 
 Upcoming Programs 
April 18  -  Al Oerter, 4 time Olympic Gold 
Medalist will be sharing a program with us 
regarding a new venture, The Olympic Art 
Museum, in Fort Myers.  The museum will 
feature Al’s abstract art and art of other Olym-
pians. The museum will be one of a very lim-
ited number of venues allowed to display the 
Olympic flag and the Olympic rings and use 
the name Olympians. You won’t want to miss 
this program.   
 
 May 16  -  Jeffrey Lytle, Editorial Page and 
Sunday Perspective Section Editor of the 
Naples Daily News will be our featured 
speaker.  Mr. Lytle has won numerous 
awards for his editorial writing, headline writ-
ing, page design, in depth reporting, photog-
raphy and general excellence in newspaper 
editing. 
 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

All Hail To Rotary                                                                     
All hail to Rotary! 
Steadfast and strong 
We’ll strive to hold our course 
Though days seem dark 
And things go wrong 
Service in all we do 
Friends ever free 
Until we meet once more 
Here’s health to all our friends’ 
In Rotary 
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Editor—–Bob Pagel 

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

$$$50/50$$$ 
For Ron Anderson it is not 
the third time is the charm it 
is the second time is the 
charm.  We featured Ron 
last week when he drew the 
4 of Spades.  Here the smil-
ing Ron holds the joker 
worth $2639.  This week we are back to a 
$500 pot.  $1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2 and 10 for 

Rotarian Profile 
Sandy Scoggins came to 
this area from Naperville, IL 
where she almost became a 
Rotarian.  She even got as 
far as completing orientation 
and then she and husband, 
Keith, were lured to beautiful 
SW Florida as are so many 
of us transplants.  Sandy and 
Keith have two daughters, 
Erin age 21 and Kelsey 18. 
One evening over dinner with Bob and Bar-
bara Pagel, the subject of Rotary came up 
and Bonita Springs Rotary is fortunate Sandy 
joined us.  Sandy is an RN, has a Masters of 
Education from the University of Missouri in 
St. Louis and in the past has taught nursing.  
Her classification is Health Insurance.  She 
has worked for United Health Care for 20 
years.  Her title is Senior Director.  She works 
from her home, as does Keith, and she is on 
her computer and phone all day.  She is re-
sponsible for managing a 3 to 5 million dollar 
daily claim inventory for seven claim offices 
around the world, which means she is in 
charge of making sure claims get processed 
in a timely fashion.  Sandy is a volunteer with 
Bonita Springs Rotary’s Shots for Tots.  She 
has worked at Rotary projects such as Cele-
brate Bonita and recently signed up as a 
teacher of 20 students of the Literacy Coun-
cil.  Thanks, Sandy for not just joining Rotary, 
but for becoming a Rotarian.    

        Jim O’Leary  -  April 4 

Help Wanted 
 
The Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke Folk need you.  We need writers, 
photographers and people who use Microsoft 
Publisher.  See me, please.  Bob Pagel 
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This Week’s Program 
 
Jason Dolle will introduce Kevin Lewis of  
SWFL Addiction Services who will make a 
presentation on substance abuse. 
   
 
Last Week  -  The Meeting 
 
President Dick Fredrickson called the meet-
ing to order.  The invocation was delivered by 
Doug Pratt.  Sue Masters led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Steve Krchniak directed us in 
singing All Hail to Rotary, which was sung to 
the tune of Anchors Aweigh.   Dave Ed-
wards, with help from his friends, led us in 
reciting the 4 Way Test. 
 
Upcoming Programs 
 
Jason Dolle will introduce Al Oerter, 4 time 
Olympic Gold Medalist who will be sharing a 
program with us regarding a new venture, 
The Olympic Art Museum, in Fort Myers.   
   
 April 25  -  Jason Dolle will introduce a 
speaker, TBA.   
   
May 16  -  Jeffrey Lytle, Editorial Page and 
Sunday Perspective Section Editor of the 
Naples Daily News will be our featured 
speaker.  
 
Shots for Tots 
 
Dave Edwards, his wife, Betty, Ira Hawk 
and Sandy Scoggins helped 25 families with 
75 tots receive lots of shots.  God Bless You! 

Last Week’s Program 
 
Jason Dolle introduced 
Paula Sklodowski of 
WGCU. We learned that 
they operate from their 
location at FGCU, which 
holds their license. 
WGCU is our Public Tele-
vision and Radio outlet 
here in SW Florida and it 
has been operating since 
1983.  Paula is a graduate of Ohio University 
in Athens. She asked for a show of hands. 
We learned that most of us listen to and 
watch WGCU, but a minority of us support 
their efforts. Of the funds received by public 
radio and television less than $2 per citizen in 
the U.S. is paid by the federal government.  
Most of the funds used to keep WGCU oper-
ating comes from private donations.  We 
were offered a copy of the WGCU monthly 
magazine, Expressions.  You will get a copy 
each month if you contribute.  Expressions 
contains a monthly program guide. To learn 
more about WGCU, go to their website at 
www.wgcu.org. 
 
Happenings 
 
April 22  -  Reverse Raffle.  See George 
Cohan for details and additional tickets.  Let’s 
keep George happy by turning back any un-
used tickets. 
 
April 23  - 29  Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
SWFL in conjunction with Barnes and Noble 
will be holding a book fair for the benefit of 
the organization.  See Bob Rosier or go to 
www.hereforthekids.org for details.   

Rotary Club of Bonita Springs 
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Happenings (contd.) 
 
May 3-5  -  Rotary District 6960 Confer-
ence.  Details and registration can be found 
at the district website, www. Rotary 6960.org. 
 
June 9  -  Installation of the Bonita Springs 
Rotary Officers and Board of Directors.  
Please mark your calendars for this great 
event to be held at the Spanish Wells Country 
Club.  Watch this space for details. 
 
Bonita Springs Assistance Office 

Lois Hollands, Administrator, Bonita Springs 
Assistance Office, is shown holding a check 
for $32,010.96, which were the funds raised 
by Mardi Gras, our joint fund raiser with the 
Bonita Springs Noon Rotary Club.  Repre-
senting our club here are Dick Fredrickson, 
President, Mark McCaw, Mardi Gras Co-
Chair and President of the Bonita Springs 
Assistance Office and Gerry Myers, Presi-
dent of the Foundation of The Rotary Club of 
Bonita Springs. Lois shared with us details on 
how the office functions in support of the 
many people in need in our area.  Mark 
shared with us the proposed establishment of 
the Bonita Springs Assistance Office Founda-
tion.  He told us of the vision of the Bonita 
Springs Assistance Office, the Bonita Part-
nership for Compassion and the City of Bo-
nita Springs to establish a Human Services 
Campus to better serve the people of this 
area. 

Ian Waterhouse Dream Maker 
 
Bonita Springs Rotary 
presented a check for 
$1000 to Ian Waterhouse 
a student at Estero High 
School who arranged to 
take a group of young 
cancer patients by bus to 
the Magic Kingdom to visit 
Mickey and Minnie and to 
take their minds off of 
their problems for a day.  
He calls his project “Give a Child a Wish.”  
The money will be used to help defray the 
cost of the project.  This enterprising young 
man arranged for the bus trip to be donated.  
Ian you are a blessing to us.  Keep up the 
good work. 
 
Road Runners Recognized 

 
Our club presented a 
$1000 check to the 3D-
Run Shoppe Road Run-
ners Club for their help 
in unloading Christmas 
trees during our sale.  
Estero High School 
track coach, Jeff Som-
mer accepted the 
check, which will go to a 

fund to help pay for an all weather track at the 
high school.  It is but a small portion of the 
funds needed, but it is a start. 
 
Rotary Leadership Training 
 
On May 12 the Rotary Leadership Institute 
will conducting a training session at the Cul-
tural Center of Charlotte County.  Details can 
be found at www.rlitraining.org.  This is in-
valuable especially for incoming officers and 
board members.  



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

Zippity-Do-Da 
 

Zippity-Do-Da, Zippity-A 
My, oh, my what a wonderful day. 
Plenty of sunshine headin’ my way 
Zippity-Do-Da, Zippity-A. 
Mr. Blue Bird on my shoulder 
It’s the truth...It’s actual... 
Everything’s satisfactual. 
Zippity-Do-Da, Zippity-A 
What a wonderful feeling, 
What a wonderful day. 
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Editor—–Bob Pagel 

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week $579 

 
Paul Helbing drew the Ace 
of Spades out of the new 
deck of 53 cards and took 
home $100.  Our treasury 
increased by $79 last week.  
Two weeks ago Ron Ander-
son collected $2639.  Last 
week he had to pay fines for 
everyone at his table.  Way 
to go, George M. Cohan. 
 
  

$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5 
 

John Spear -  April 12 
Paul Helbing  -  April 16  

 
Rotarian Profile 
 
Roger Brunswick is our 
very much appreciated chair 
of the Rotary Regular pro-
gram. He graduated from the 
U. of Miami in Coral Gables, 
FL.  He came to SW Florida 
in 1993 from Ohio where he 
was a member of the Cleve-
land East Rotary Club. While 
in Ohio he became a Buck-
eye fan and he still is one. Roger and his wife 
Anita have been married for 31 years and 
they have 2 grown sons and three grand-
daughters. They are fortunate to have them 
all living in the area. When Roger first moved 
to the area he was an A/C Contractor.  In 
2005 he sold that business and became a 
Realtor. Roger was proposed for membership 
in our club by Jay Barclay in 2005. In addi-
tion to his involvement in Rotary, Roger is 
active in the Bonita Springs Area Chamber of 
Commerce and is participating in Leadership 
Bonita. Roger, thanks for your hard work.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Correction 
The editor rarely admits an error, but this is a 
big one.  The correct number for Sandy 
Scoggins claim inventory is 3 to 5 million 
claims on any day, not dollars.  We can only 
imagine the dollars involved. 
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This Week’s Program 
Jason Dolle will introduce Al Oerter, 

4 time Olympic Gold Medalist and interna-
tionally know artist, who will present a pro-
gram about a new venture, The Olympic 
Art Museum, in Fort Myers.    

Last Week: The Meeting 
President Dick Fredrickson tolled the 

meeting to order.  The invocation was de-
livered by Doug Pratt.  Paul Helbing led 
the Pledge of Allegiance. Steve Krchniak 
directed us in singing Zippity-Do-Da after 
revealing that the song was from Song of 
the South, 1946.   Few people remembered 
Uncle Remus.  Nancy Wycoff led us in 
reciting the 4 Way Test. 

Notes 
Future President Fred Partin missed 

the meeting while honeymoon cruising.  
The club received a check for $1,500 from 
the Bonita Springs Utility for counting the 
ballots for the BSU election.  Doug Pratt 
will be having hip replacement surgery April 
16th.  Past President Bob Hagy is recover-
ing from surgery after breaking his leg in a 
fall from a ladder.  There was a feature arti-
cle in the Friday, April 6th,  Naples  Daily 
News outlining the long time achievements 
of John Spear.  President Dick reminded 
us that the Venice-Nokomis Rotary Club’s 
Duck Pluck and the Naples Gulf Shore 
Club’s Top Gun Paintball Shootout are 
coming up.  Details are available at the Dis-
trict 6960 web site.  

Thank You 
Herb Barnes, Rotary Regular, offered 

a “Thank You” to the club for hosting the 
Regulars again this year.  George Cohan 
noted that Bill Oehler had started the Ro-

tary Regular program and led a standing 
ovation for Bill.  The Regulars attempted to 
spell out THANK YOU, first grade style.  
More practice was needed. 

Donation to Children’s Hospital 
Gerry Myers pre-
sented a $5,500 
check to Dr. John 
Iacuone and Tracy 
Connelly of the 
Lee  M em or i a l 
Health System.  Dr. 
Iacuone is Execu-
tive Director of the 
Children’s Hospital.  
He told us that the 
donation had been 
used to purchase a 
Neopuff Infant Re-

suscitator and described the use of the de-
vice for premature birth infants.  It has 
helped the unit  become the best in the 
state according to a recent audit.  The 
funds for this donation came from sale of a 
boat given by a Swiss citizen with the con-
dition that the proceeds be donated to an 
agency that the club did not usually sup-
port. 

Reverse Raffle, Sunday April 22nd  
George Cohan announced that April 

18th is positively the last chance to get 
money and stubs turned in.  Gary Murphy 
waved cash and said, “Here’s mine.  Get it 
while it’s still green.” 

The prizes at the raffle are: 
 $    500    First number drawn 
      1,000   100th number drawn 
      1,000   200th number drawn  
    15,000   Last number drawn. 
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George described a new “opportunity” 
that will be available at the raffle. Chances 
will be sold for a raffle number to be in-
cluded in the last 50 to be drawn. 

Last Week: Kevin Lewis 
Kevin Lewis of 
Southwest Florida 
Addiction Services 
(SWFAS) was our 
speaker.  SWFAS 
has been rebuild-
ing lives and fami-
lies since 1980. 
The group prides 
itself in being 
Southwest Flor-
ida's leader in sub-

stance abuse treatment and is the oldest 
and largest treatment provider in South-
west Florida. More than 63,000 residents 
from Lee, Collier, Charlotte, Glades and 
Hendry counties have turned to SWFAS for 
help with addiction. 

At present, SWFAS has 25 detox beds 
and about 60 patients on the waiting list.  
The organization is in the process of con-
structing an $8 million, 40 bed, detox facil-
ity next to the Southwest Florida Regional 
Medical Center.  It will be able to help 
about 1,700 more people per year.  The 
Lee County Commissioners recently ap-
proved $2 million to help build the facility. 

An Early Bird, Harold Eames 
Harold Eames of 
Hampton, NH is 
one of the original 
Rotary Regulars.  
We expect to find 
Harold already 
sitting at the head 
of the “Old F#*ts” 
table no matter 
how early we ar-
rive for meetings. 

 He has a distinguished history in 
Rotary, starting as a charter member of 
the Hampton Rotary Club in 1969.  Harold 
is a Past President and was awarded a 
Paul Harris Fellowship in 1975 for service 
to the club.  In New Hampshire, Harold 
was also President of Seacoast Visiting 
Nurses Association, President of the 
Hampton Beach Chamber of Commerce, 
and Director of the New Hampshire State 
Board of Health Care. 

 As a high school and college stu-
dent, Harold worked at a restaurant in a 
resort area.  He started as a dishwasher 
and worked up to become the cook.  
More importantly, he dated Gwen, one of 
the waitresses. They have now been mar-
ried for 54 years. 

 Harold graduated from the Univer-
sity of Maine in 1953 and was commis-
sioned in the Army.  After two years ser-
vice, he returned to Hampton, NH and 
opened the “Eames House” a furniture 
and patio store. 

 Harold and Gwen have two children.  
Daughter Sara lives in Cape Coral and is 
a medical aide.  Son Chip and his wife 
Donna have three children.  All the grand-
children are nationally ranked snowboard-
ers and are representing Sugarloaf, ME at 
the USA Snowboard Association champi-
onships being held at Northstar at Lake 
Tahoe. 

 Harold is often found helping out at 
the Christmas Tree Sale, stirring up 
sauce at the Relay for Life dinners, and at 
other Bonita Springs Rotary events.  He’s 
a great example of Service Above Self.  

Upcoming Events 
April 23  - 29  Big Brothers Big Sis-

ters of SWFL in conjunction with Barnes 
and Noble will be holding a book fair for 
the benefit of the organization.  See Bob 
Rosier or go to www.hereforthekids.org 
for details. 
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Dave Struble  had the 
winning ticket but couldn’t 

pick a winning card. 
Three tickets for $2 

Five for $3  
Twenty Five for $10 

Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

Battle Hymn Of The Republic  
Mine eyes have seen the glory  
of the coming of the Lord; 
He is trampling out the vintage 
where the grapes of wrath are stor’d; 
He hath loos’d the fateful lightning 
of His terrible swift sword; 
His truth is marching on. 
Chorus: 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! 
His truth is marching on. 
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Editor—–Bob Pagel 
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The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

 

Thursday – Saturday, May 3-5  -  Ro-
tary District 6960 Conference.  Details and 
registration can be found at the district 
website, www. Rotary 6960.org. 

Saturday, June 9  -  Installation of the 
Bonita Springs Rotary Officers and Board 
of Directors.  Please mark your calendars 
for this great event to be held at the Span-
ish Wells Country Club.  Watch this space 
for details. 

Next Week: Vann Ellison 
Vann Ellison executive director of St. 

Matthews House will be the speaker.  The 
mission of St. Matthew's House is to pro-
vide housing for the homeless, food for the 
needy, and an opportunity to change lives 
in a spiritual environment that is both com-
passionate and disciplined. St. Matthew's 
House is the ONLY place in Naples that 
offers food, a home, spiritual support and a 
structured environment with life-changing 
programs to assist these neighbors in need 
and bring them help, hope and a path to a 
new life. 

Bill Caputo—April 19th 
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This Week’s Program 
Vann Ellison executive director of St. 

Matthews House will be the speaker.  The 
mission of St. Matthew's House is to provide 
housing for the homeless, food for the needy, 
and an opportunity to change lives in a spiri-
tual environment that is both compassionate 
and disciplined.  

Last Week: The Meeting 
President Dick Fredrickson dinged, 

dinged, dinged the meeting to order.  The 
invocation was delivered by Gerry Myers.  
Jack Blake led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Steve Krchniak directed us in singing The 
Battle Hymn of the Republic without any 
historical footnotes.  Tom Burgess led us in 
reciting the 4 Way Test. 

Notes 
Jason Dolle has been named Chairman 

of the Publicity Committee and had sched-
uled an “Around the Bell” meeting. The Dis-
trict Assembly will be April 21st.  Gerry Myers, 
Nancy Ross, Ray Faubion, and Fred Partin 
are scheduled to attend.  Jason Dolle and 
Sandy Scoggins were presented with new 
name  badges and will no longer have to 
wear the Red Badge of New Members.  

Trustee Election 
Gerry Myers reported that Mike O’Dell 

and Dick Hamlin will join him as the nominat-
ing committee in the upcoming election for 
Foundation Trustees.  Please contact one of 
them with any suggestions. 

Golfing Opportunity  
President Dick reported on an invitation 

from the Highlands Woods Golf & Country 
Club for members to use the golf facilities 
from May 1 to October 31.  The fee, including 
cart and range balls, is $25 plus tax per per-
son.  Full details will be Emailed. 

Odyssey of the Mind 
Gerry Myers intro-
duced Diane Hecky 
and her daughter 
Sami who had par-
ticipated in the Od-
yssey of the Mind 
competition at Or-
lando.  The Odys-
sey of the Mind 
teaches students 
creative problem-

solving methods while having fun in the proc-
ess.  The Foundation contributed $861 repre-
senting 25% of the travel expenses for the  
two teams from Spring Creek Elementary 
School that competed. 

“I like me” books 
Fred Partin, Steve and Connie McIntosh,  
and seven Interact Club members from Es-
tero High distributed and read the “I like me” 
books to the kindergarten students at Spring 
Creek Elementary.  The books were paid for 
by our clubs foundation and each book is per-
sonalized for each student.  

Reverse Raffle 
George Cohan  reported that Richard 

Garner has sold 50 tickets and Diane Lepola 
has sold more than 25.  Great work! 

Last Week: Al Oerter 
Jason Dolle introduced 
Al Oerter, 4 time Olympic 
Gold Medalist and inter-
nationally known artist 
who entertained us with 
anecdotes from his ath-
letic career and described 
his new venture, The 
Olympic Art Museum, in 
Fort Myers.  
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 Al’s Olympic record is unsurpassed.  He 
was the Olympic Gold Medalist and Olympic 
record holder in four consecutive games, 
1956, 1960, 1964, and 1968.  At the 1960 
Rome Olympics, Al did poorly in his first four 
attempts.  His teammate Rink Babka, who 
was leading the event, gave him helpful ad-
vice before his fifth throw and Al threw the 
discus for a new Olympic record.  Babka was 
not able to beat Al’s throw and finished with 
the silver medal. 

Al retired from athletics after the 1968 
Olympics.  He did make an attempt to qualify 
for the American team in 1980, but finished 
fourth.  Nonetheless he made his overall best 
throw that year at the age of 43. 

 Al found fourteen Olympian artists from 
seven countries who were exhibiting their art 
work.  These are people who aspire to excel-
lence in art as well as sport.  They have 24 
medals, 28 world records and 33 national 
championships in their sports.  They are now 
converting a building on the waterfront in Fort 
Myers.  The city will contribute some funds, 
but the group needs a “few million” to build 
the museum properly.   

RR Ralph Atkinson Retiring 
From Rotary 

By Ira Hawk 
After more than 37 

years as an active member, 
Rotary Regular Ralph At-
kinson has advised the 
Club of his plans to retire.  
Ralph, who will celebrate his 
91st birthday in May, sent a 
similar letter to his home 
club in Sylvania, Ohio, a 
suburb of Toledo.  He will 
continue his affiliation with Rotary, however, 
as a member of the “Rotary Retreads” organ-
ized two years ago at Bentley Village by our 
Honorary Member, Joe Norton. 

 Ralph, who has attended this club for 
several months a year since 2000, continues 

in good health.  He has decided, however, 
to begin “taking it a little easier”.  Neverthe-
less, he and Alice, his bride of almost 66 
years, continue to “work out” for about an 
hour every day exercising at the Bentley 
Wellness Center. 

 Growing up as a farm boy in north 
central Michigan, Ralph earned his chemi-
cal engineering degree from the University 
of Michigan and joined the Standard Oil 
Company of Ohio in 1939.  His career was 
interrupted by five years in the US Army.  
As the Ordnance General Supply Officer for 
the First Army, Lt. Col. Atkinson had re-
sponsibility for assembling the weapons and 
equipment for the D-Day Invasion and for 
the first 30 days of combat by all forces in 
Europe. 

 Afterward he returned to SOHIO and 
spearheaded its post-war expansion pro-
gram, which included a major enlargement 
of the refinery at Lima, Ohio, to become the 
largest facility of its kind between Chicago 
and the East Coast.  Later, he was named 
to be its manager.  It was there he was in-
ducted as a member of the Rotary Club of 
Lima in 1970.  After retirement, he moved to 
Sylvania, and has been a member of that 
club since 1986. 

 Ralph and Alice were married June 
14, 1941 and have three children, five 
grandchildren and five great grandchildren. 

 Always a gentleman and a leader by 
example, Ralph, in his own quiet way, has 
won the respect and admiration of friends 
and associates throughout his long and pro-
ductive career.  His regular presence in our 
meetings will be greatly missed. 

 Upcoming Events 
 April 23  - 29  Big Brothers Big 

Sisters of SWFL in conjunction with 
Barnes and Noble will be holding a 
book fair for the benefit of the organiza-
tion.  See Bob Rosier or go to 
www.hereforthekids.org for details.   
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Ira Hawk  had the win-
ning ticket but couldn’t pick 

a winning card. 
Three tickets for $2 

Five for $3  
Twenty Five for $10 

Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 
You’re A Grand Old Flag 

G. M. Cohan 
You’re a grand old Flag; 
You’re a high flying flag 
And forever in peace may you wave. 
You’re the Emblem of the Land I love, 
The home of the free and the brave 
Every heart beats true 
Under Red, White, and Blue 
And there’s never a boast or brag 
Should old acquaintance be forgot 
Keep your eye on the Grand Old Flag!!! 
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The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

 

 Thursday – Saturday, May 3-5  -  
Rotary District 6960 Conference.  De-
tails and registration can be found at the dis-
trict website, www. Rotary 6960.org. 

 
 Saturday, June 9  -  Installation of 

the Bonita Springs Rotary Officers and 
Board of Directors.  Please mark your 
calendars for this great event to be held at 
the Spanish Wells Country Club.  Watch this 
space for details. 

 
 Next Week: Ron Heller 

Next week we will have popular motiva-
tional speaker and author Ron Heller.  He is 
a former professional baseball player, sports 
announcer and golf show host. His first book, 
Golf is Our Game, was a tongue in cheek 
look at the game of golf and the antics of golf-
ers. His new book, Three Minutes that are 
Simply Fascinating, addresses a far more 
serious sport -- the game of life. 

 
 Today’s Song 

"’You're a Grand Old Flag’ is a patriotic 
song of the United States. The song, a spir-
ited march written by George M. Cohan, is a 
tribute to the U.S. flag. In addition to obvious 
references to the flag, it incorporates snippets 
of other popular songs, including one of his 
own. Cohan wrote it in 1906 for George 
Washington, Jr., his stage musical.” Wikipe-
dia 

None this week 

Please! 
Add the new club email address  
bonitaspringsrotary@gmail.com 

to your email address book 
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11th Annual  
 
With considerable excitement in the air 

Bill Veri and Andy Frech negotiated an inter-
esting settlement of the $15,000 first prize 
among the final four.   
The 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
remaining numbers 
drawn would get 
$3,000 each and the 
final number would get 
$6,000.  Bill Veri, 
Horein-Frech, and Bill 
Sanison got the 
$3,000 prizes and 
Crystal won the 
$6,000.  

 The other prize 
winners were $500 for  
a Lepola sold ticket, 
and $1,000 each to Lisa 
Spear and Gary Colec-
chio.  

 
 The 11th annual event was held at the 

Palmira Golf Club.  A crowd of 257 members 
and friends was on hand to enjoy the great, 
unending supply of hot and cold hors d’oeu-
vres.  

 
 The team of George Cohan, Guy Quinn, 

Jose Lopez, and Glenda (soon to be Cohan) 
worked carefully to ensure that every number 
was fairly drawn, announced, and recorded on 
the status board. 

 
 

Reverse Raffle 

Jose Lopez and Guy Quinn 

 Bobbi Bird was the sales agent for 
the new wrinkle of selling chances for five 
numbers to be inserted into the last half of 
the drawing.  There was considerable inter-
est in the chances which sold for $20.  How-

ever, none of the 
added numbers 
made it to the final 
ten. 
  The big winners 
will be the Rotary 
Club’s charity cli-
ents from the net 
proceeds of about 
$15,000.  Thanks 
to George Cohan 
who made it hap-
pen.  The Club is 
grateful for his 
leadership and 
dedication. 

George Cohan III and Glenda taking a 
break 
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This Week’s Program 
 
Paul Van Valkenburg is our Program Host 
for May and will be introducing Ron Heller, 
author and raconteur, who will talk about his 
new book, Three Minutes That Are Simply 
Fascinating, which is about the game of life.  
Ron has authored a tongue in cheek book, 
Golf Is Our Game, too. 
 
  Last Week  -  The Meeting 
 
President Dick Fredrickson called the meet-
ing to order.  The invocation was delivered by 
Kenny King.  Don Manley led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Steve Krchniak directed us in 
singing You’re a Grand Old Flag .   Ken 
Weyl led us in reciting the 4 Way Test. 
 
Next Week’s Program 
 
Tim Moore a consultant to the broadcast in-
dustry and managing partner of Audience 
Development Group will be speaking.  Tim is 
the author of a weekly leadership column 
called the “The Midweek Motivator,” which 
is widely distributed via the internet and read 
by thousands. 
 
Concerns 
 
Doug Pratt is recovering from hip replace-
ment surgery.  Pearl Nielsen, Rotary Regu-
lar, Gravenhurst, Ontario, Canada, is gravely 
ill after suffering a stroke.  We will keep them 
in our prayers. 
 

Last Week’s Meeting 
 
Jason Dolle introduced 
Vann Ellison, Executive 
Director of St. Matthew’s 
House (SMH) in Naples.  
It is the only homeless 
shelter in Collier County.  
They have 120 beds.  It is 
obvious there is a need in 
this area.  Currently 17 
men are sleeping on the 
floor.  Vann is the son of a 
minister and he has a his-

tory of working for the betterment of the 
downtrodden.  Prior to taking the job at SMH, 
Reverend Ellison was the chaplain at the Col-
lier County Jail.  His sense of humor came 
through numerous times during his talk.  His 
mother tells people that her son was in jail, 
but now things are better, since he is at the 
homeless shelter.  He talked about how they 
can be flexible at SMH, since they do not re-
ceive federal funds with resulting red tape.  If 
ever there is a question about should a re-
quest be honored they refer to “If in Doubt, 
Give It Out.”  The motto of SMH comes from 
Matthew Chapter 25, “Touching Hearts, 
Changing Lives.”  SMH is a results oriented 
organization which strives to show people the 
entrepreneurial pathways out of poverty.  Elli-
son demonstrated with examples how peo-
ples lives have been changed.  He talked of a 
female drug addict who had lost her children.  
She came to SMH, went to college, got a de-
gree in accounting, got a job and along the 
way got her children back.  SMH hopes to 
raise $400,000 this week in their annual golf
a-thon.  Funds are raised through sales at 
two thrift stores, one of which is on Old 41 in 
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Spoke Master -  
Scott Gerrish 

 
Rotary Regular, Scott Gerrish is 
heading home to Derry Village, NH 
after he and his 
wife, Amalia 
take a South 
American 
cruise.  Fortu-
nately, Scott is 
only as far 
away as his 
email address.  
I may be asking 
for his advice 
from time to time. Scott’s technical 
expertise has been invaluable in our 
transition to our new format.  He is 
but one of many Rotary Regulars 
who contribute immensely to the 
success of our club.  Godspeed, 
Scott and Amalia.   Bob Pagel, 
Spoke Editor  

Ellison told of giving away thousands 
of dollars worth of clothes from those 
shops and the shops still are a profit-
able fund source.  SMH Catering un-
der Chef Tad Mieszczak’s leadership 
is another profitable source of funds. 
For further information on SMH and 
how you can volunteer or benefit 
from having a business relationship 
with SMH go to 
www.stmatthewshouse.org or call 
239-774-0500.  Thanks, Jason, for 
arranging this inspirational program. 

Happenings 
 
May 3-5  -  Rotary District 6960 
Conference.  Details and registration 
can be found at the district website, 
www. Rotary 6960.org. 
 
May 12 -  Rotary Leadership Institute 
will conducting a training session at 
the Cultural Center of Charlotte 
County.  Details can be found at 
www.rlitraining.org.  This is invalu-
able, especially for incoming officers 
and board members.  
 
June 9  -  Installation of the Bonita 
Springs Rotary Officers and Board 
of Directors.  Please mark your cal-
endars for this great event to be held 
at the Spanish Wells Country Club.  
Watch this space for details. 
 
Upcoming Programs 
 
May 16 -  Jeffrey Lytle, award win-
ning editorialist at the Naples Daily 
News will be speaking to us.  He is 
the editorial page editor and editor of 
the Sunday Perspective section and 
hosts “One on One with Jeff Lytle” on 
MyTV8 every Sunday at noon. 
 
May 23 - State Senator Dave 
Aronberg will be with us.  Senator 
Aronberg is noted for being the 
strongest consumer advocate in Flor-
ida government.  



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 
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The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED?

 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week $770 

 
Sue Masters drew the 6 of Diamonds out 
of the deck.  How 
could she miss 
getting the win-
ning ticket.  Look 
at the lei of tickets 
around her neck. 
Of the 49 cards 
remaining there 
are 3 Aces and 
the elusive Joker  
Our treasury in-
creased by $61 last week.   1 ticket for $1 
3/$2, 5/$3, 10/$5 and 25/$10.  

Peter Frabutt - May 2 
Gerry Myers - May 2 
Mark McCaw - May 3 
Jose Lopez - May 6 

Manfred Klein - May 8 
 

It’s A Small World 
It’s a world of laughter, a world of tears; 
It’s a world of hopes and a world of fears. 
There’s so much, that we share 
That it’s time we’re aware. 
It’s a small world after all. 

Chorus: 
It’s a small world after all, 
It’s a small world after all, 
It’s a small world after all, 
It’s a small, small world. 

Rotarian Profile 
 

Dave Edwards, 
Chairman of our 
Shots for Tots is our 
featured Rotarian.  
Dave and Betty have 
been married for 51 
years.  They have 2 
sons and a daughter 
and 5 grandchildren. 
Dave graduated from 
Fairleigh Dickinson 

University with a BSME degree and worked 
for Becton Dickinson a manufacturer of 
medical and surgical supplies for 28 years. 
He joined the Hancock, NY Rotary in 1970  
and served as president of that club in addi-
tion to being treasurer for 9 years.  He likes 
to recall the first Shot for Tots session on 
January 3, 1995.  Mark McCaw was in 
charge.  This was a brand new project and  
it was bedlam that night.  Now the routine 
goes smoothly.  Thank you, Ira Hawk, for 
proposing Dave. 



Estero High Honorees 
 
Barbara Young 
was selected for the 
Teacher/Staff Mem-
ber Award.  She 
was nominated by 
Mr. Kaplan who 
states, “She is in a 
department that is 
understaffed and 
overworked.”  She works with stu-
dents with learning disabilities.  She 
has been at Estero High School for 
20 years.  

Justina Fluellen 
is the Service 
Award recipient.  
She volunteers as 
needed helping 
teachers at school 
and she helps out 
at her church of-
fice, too.  She 
plays basketball 

for EHS and won the 2006-2007 
Coaches Award.  She hopes to at-
tend Warner Southern University. 
 
“The Goods” Form 
 
Want publicity for your Rotary pro-
ject?  See Jason Dolle, Debbie 
Metzger or Sue Masters for this 
easy form to complete.  It is a simpli-
fied approach to the who, what, 
when, where, why and how of your 
project.   

 WGCU Support 
 
Dwight Esmon 
joined us last week 
to accept our club’s 
donation of $1,000 
to WGCU.  Dwight 
read the spot an-
nouncement that is 
read on the air 
speaking to the 
support offered by 
our club and it is an excellent de-
scription of Bonita Springs Rotary’s 
involvement in the community. 

Reminder 
 
bonitaspringsrotary@gmail.com 
Please add this to your email ad-
dress book. 

Notice 
    
The SpokeThe SpokeThe SpokeThe Spoke needs you!  We need 
writers, photographers and people 
knowledgeable in the use of Micro-
soft Publisher.  “Many hands make 
light work,” is trite, but true. Take 
advantage of this opportunity to be a 
Rotarian.  Fred Partin recently told 
us there is a difference between be-
longing to Rotary and being a Rotar-
ian.  I think “Service Above Self” 
applies here.  If not on the Spoke, 
join another avenue of service. 
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This Week’s Program 
 
Jeffrey Lytle, award winning editorialist at 
the Naples Daily News will be speaking to us.  
He is the editorial page editor and editor of 
the Sunday Perspective section and hosts 
“One on One with Jeff Lytle” on MyTV8 every 
Sunday at noon. 
 
Last Week  -  The Meeting 
 
President Dick Fredrickson called the meet-
ing to order.  The invocation was delivered by 
Bob Lorenz.  George Cohan subbed for 
Nancy Ross, and led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. He then proceeded to fine Nancy for 
being late. Steve Krchniak directed us in 
singing God Save Our Moms, which was 
sung to the melody of God Save the Queen.  
Steve composed the lyrics. Kenny King led 
us in reciting the 4 Way Test. 
 
Next Week’s Program 
 
State Senator Dave Aronberg noted for be-
ing the youngest senator and strongest con-
sumer advocate in the Florida State Senate 
will be speaking to us. 
 
The Swimmers Are Coming 
 
Mark McCaw needs volunteers to act as tim-
ers at a swim meet at FGCU June 7-10.  The 
Gulfcoast Swim Team is hosting the event in 
which 450 teams will be participating.  Food 
and beverages will be provided to volunteers.  
There will be a need at all times for 16 timers. 
This is a great way to support our youth.   

 

Rotary Club of Bonita Springs 
 

                                            May 16, 2007 

Bonita Springs Rotary Email Address is: 
bonitaspringsrotary@gmail.com 
Please add this to your email address book. 

No Meeting on the 4th of July 

Last Week’s Program 
 
Paul Van Valken-
burg introduced our 
speaker for the day, 
Tim Moore, a con-
sultant to the broad-
casting industry.  
First, Tim referred 
to us a-la Don Imus 
as “nappy headed 
Rotarians.”  Don 
Imus would have 
come to speak to us, but he is busy with his 
lawsuit against CBS. Tim likened his work to 
being an offensive coordinator for an NFL 
team.  He works to generate revenue for sta-
tions by matching advertisers to listeners.  He 
started his radio career at age 16.  He has 
owned and managed radio stations.  Tim 
travels nationally speaking to broadcasters 
groups.  He gave us insight into the industry, 
especially the financial aspects. 
He told us how a large conglomerate, which 
owns 1300 stations, purchased a group of 48 
stations in Florida for $730 million.  According 
to Tim an income stream will never be gener-
ated to warrant that kind of price. From what 
we learned it would be wise for the banks and 
investors to tune into his message. 



 
Happenings 
 
May 18 -  Bonita Springs Area 
Chamber of Commerce Annual 
Golf Tournament.  See Stephanie 
Kissinger for details. 
 
May 18 -  Bonita Springs Rotary 
Dinner Cruise.  $35/person.  See 
Sue Masters and sign up soon.  
 
June 9  -  Installation of the Bo-
nita Springs Rotary Officers and 
Board of Directors.  This black tie 
optional event will be held at the 
Spanish Wells Country Club.  The 
invitations have been mailed.  
 
George Cohan made a special re-
quest for all Rotarians to partici-
pate. Anticipate big fines for those 
not in attendance.  
 
Fred Partin sent us an email look-
ing for sponsors for the event to 
help defray the cost.  Contact Fred 
at fpartin@bsu.us or phone him at 
390-4801.  For as little as $250 you 
can be a table sponsor and receive 
recognition in the program and on a 
display board. 
 
Celebrate Bonita 
 
Jim Dati says the final accounting 
is about to be completed and it 
looks like Bonita Springs Rotary will 
be getting over $10,000 for its ef-
forts during the April 1 event.  
Thank you to all who worked that 
day. 

 
District 6960 Conference         
 

President Dick Fredrickson, Past 
President, Gerry Myers, Secretary, 
Ray Faubion, in this picture, plus  
Bobbi Bird represented our club at 
the District 6960 Conference where 
we were recognized with the Gover-
nor’s Award.  
 
Gary Israel, Incoming District Gover-
nor, announced that next year’s con-
ference is scheduled from May 26 
through May 31, 2008 and it will take 
place on a 5 Day Caribbean Cruise 
out of Ft. Lauderdale going to Key 
West, Cozumel and Belize.  A num-
ber of our members have already 
signed up.  
 
The Foundation 
 
Gerry Myers announced that the 
Foundation of the Rotary Club of Bo-
nita Springs will be holding elections 
to fill 4 seats on its board of trustees.  
Please consider serving as a trustee.  
You will, along with your fellow trus-
tees, help decide how are club 
spends the money we raise.  



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

 

The Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke Folk    
Editor - Bob Pagel 

              Printer - The McCaw GroupThe McCaw GroupThe McCaw GroupThe McCaw Group  

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week $883 

 
Fred Partin drew 
the 4 of Hearts 
out of the deck 
and took home 
$5. Of the 47 
cards remaining 
there are 3 Aces 
each worth $100 
and the elusive 

Joker, if drawn wins the pot. Our treasury 
increased by $59 last week.  
1 ticket for $1, 3/$2, 5/$3, 10/$5 and 25/
$10.  

               No Birthdays 

Rotarian Profile 
 
Steve McIntosh is our 
Vocational Service 
Chair. We know, as do 
the students of Estero 
High School, that we 
are most fortunate in 
having Steve lead the 
way in this avenue of 
service.  He has pro-
vided guidance to the 
Interact Club at EHS and has prepared 
them well for service to their communities.  
Steve joined Rotary after being proposed by 
Bill Oehler in 1988.  Steve holds a PhD in 
business administration and he and his wife, 
Connie are partners in Tartan Consulting.  
They provide strategic planning, executive 
assessment and psychological evaluation to 
a worldwide client base.  He has been 
quoted in the Wall Street Journal.  He is 
treasurer of the FGCU Foundation and is a 
member of the Bonita Springs Utilities 
Board of Directors.  He and Connie have 
two children, daughter Stephanie lives in 
Bonita, son Chris is in Houston, TX.    

Editor’s New Email Address: 
bob4rotary@msn.com 

When Johnny Comes Marching Home 
 
When Johnny comes marching home again, 
Hurrah, hurrah! 
We’ll give him a hearty welcome then, 
Hurrah, hurrah! 
The men will cheer, the boys will shout, 
The ladies they will all turn out, 
And we’ll all feel gay, 
When Johnny comes marching home. 
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This Week’s Program 
  
State Senator, Dave Aronberg, considered 
to be the strongest consumer advocate in 
Florida government will bring us up to date on 
what is happening in the Florida legislature. 
 
Last Week  -  The Meeting 
 
President Dick Fredrickson called the meet-
ing to order.  The invocation was delivered by 
Martha Erickson as we joined hands in 
prayer. Nancy Ross led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. Steve Krchniak directed us in sing-
ing When Johnny (or Jenny) Comes 
Marching Home in honor of Armed Forces 
Day. He asked all veterans to stand and be 
recognized. Rick Barber led us in reciting the 
4 Way Test. 
 
Next Week’s Program 
 
Appropriate for the week of Memorial Day, 
Major General Bernard L. Weiss, USAF 
(Ret.) will speak on the issue of military man-
power, our recruiting capabilities, and the 
state of preparedness of our armed forces. 
 
The Foundation Needs You 
 
Gerry Myers, Mike O’Dell and Dick Hamlin 
serve as the nominating committee for the 
Bonita Springs Rotary Foundation.  They 
need 4 candidates to fill 4 vacancies on the 
board.  Elections are next week.  Please step 
forward and volunteer to serve.  The founda-
tion decides on how we use the money we 
raise, so you will play a critical role for us. 

 
 
 
 
 

Rotary Club of Bonita Springs 
 

                                            May 23, 2007 

No Meeting on the 4th of July 

Last Week’s Program 
 
Jason Dolle intro-
duced our speaker 
for the day, Jeffrey 
Lytle, Editorial Page 
and Sunday Per-
spective Section Edi-
tor of the Naples 
Daily News. We 
learned that his fa-
ther was a Rotarian. 
Before making his 
presentation he con-
gratulated our club 
on making scholarships available to graduat-
ing high school students and shared with us 
how his son had received funds of this type 
and how much they were appreciated. Jeff 
first came to Southwest Florida in 1975 and 
came to Naples in 1979 to work for the paper. 
Back then Naples was a small town.  He has 
been a witness to the explosive growth of the 
area. Though not within the city limits, many 
parts of Collier County claim to be part of 
Naples. There is a growing balkanization, 
however, even to the point where communi-
ties such as Pelican Bay are considering be-
coming cities. On the subject of changing I-75 
to a toll road, he decried the fact that people 
using the road, for which they have already 
paid, would be charged to use it in order to 
accumulate funds to widen it. He talked about 
the creation of Ave Maria and the renais-
sance of downtown Naples. Jeff’s “One on 
One with Jeff Lytle” can be seen every Sun-
day at noon on MyTV8.                                         



Happenings 
 
 
June 9  -  Installation of the Bonita Springs 
Rotary Officers and Board of Directors.  This 
black tie optional event will be held at the Spanish 
Wells Country Club.  The invitations have been 
mailed.  
 
Fred Partin sent us an email looking for sponsors 
for the event to help defray the cost.  Contact 
Fred at fpartin@bsu.us or phone him at 390-
4801.  For as little as $250 you can be a table 
sponsor and receive recognition in the program 
and on a display board. 
 
The Swimmers Are Coming 
 
Mark McCaw needs volunteers to act as timers 
at a swim meet at FGCU June 7-10.  The Gulf-
coast Swim Team is hosting the event in which 
450 teams will be participating.  Food and bever-
ages will be provided to volunteers.  There will be 
a need at all times for 16 timers. 
This is a great way to support our youth.   
 
Estero High School Staff Awards 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anne Seifert and Anita Smith were recognized 
as the EHS staff members selected for the Bonita 
Springs Rotary School Staff/Faculty Award for the 
months of April and May. 

Quote of the Day 
 
When the ever gracious Associate Sgt.-at-Arms, 
Steve Kaskie, welcomed back Ken Weyl, Ken 
responded without missing a beat, “Have I Been 
Gone?” Ken was gone on a cruise, but that was 
last month. If we live to be Ken’s age we all would 
like to be as sharp as he is and have a beautiful 
girlfriend, too, like Sally. 
 
Accelerated Reader 
 

Gerry Myers, Bonita Springs Rotary Foundation 
President, not shown, and Bonita Springs Rotary 
President Dick Fredrickson, right, presented 
$650 to the Accelerated Reader Program of 
Rayma C. Page Elementary School. Accepting 
were Principal, Susan Caputo, on the left and 
Reading Teacher, Denise Boring, center. Accel-
erated Reader Spokeswoman, Second Grader, 
Mary Katherine Boring, promptly demonstrated 
that our money is well spent. We learned how she 
has earned 229 points reading almost 90 books. 
Her brother, George Boring, a kindergartner, has 
read 40 books.  The children at the school have 
been rewarded with pizza parties, BBQs and a 
sleepover. Mary Katherine showed us the neck-
lace with awards. The AR program focuses on 
motivating children to read and they are tested on 
comprehension after completing each book.  



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

The Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke Folk    
Editor - Bob Pagel 

              Printer - The McCaw GroupThe McCaw GroupThe McCaw GroupThe McCaw Group  

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week $944 

 
Fred Partin’s ticket 
was drawn for the sec-
ond week in a row.  
Fortunately for us he 
drew the 3 of Clubs 
and only won $5. Of 
the 46 cards remaining 
there are 3 Aces each 
worth $100 and the 
elusive Joker, if drawn 
wins the pot. Our treasury increased by $61 last 
week.  
1 ticket for $1, 3/$2, 5/$3, 10/$5 and 25/$10.  

               Dick Fredrickson - May 28 
Ray Faubion - May 29 

Rotarian Profile 
 
We are fortunate that Ira Hawk 
recognized the potential of Gil 
Urick and proposed him as a 
member to our club. It is diffi-
cult to keep Christmas trees 
fresh in our climate, so we are 
very lucky to have Gil’s willing-
ness to get to the lot everyday 
of the sale to spray water on 
our valuable inventory. He is 
Chairman, Ron Anderson’s 

right hand man during this big fund raiser. Gil is the 
“Keeper of Attendance” for our club, so remember 
to always sign in when you are attending, and 
make up at a board meeting or committee meeting 
or at another club if you cannot make our Wednes-
day morning meetings. Please send make ups to 
Gil at gil@gilurickdesign.com. Gil is a native of 
Wichita, KS, a graduate of Wichita State University 
and came to Bonita Springs via Pittsburgh, PA.  He 
specializes in graphic design doing logos, annual 
reports, brochures and websites.  He has the Na-
tional Baseball Hall of Fame and Goodyear Tire 
and Rubber Company as clients.  He and his wife,  
Donabeth, were married in 1985. Thanks, Gil! 

Vive Le Rotary 
 
Let every good knight 
Raise a helmet and glove! 
Vive le Rotary! 
To carry our message 
Of service and love, 
Vive le Rotary! 
 
Chorus: 
 
Vive le, Vive le, Rotary! 
Vive le, Vive le, Rotary! 
Truth is our right, 
Love is our might, 
Vive le Rotary! 
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This Week’s Program 
  
Kenny King will introduce  Major General Ber-
nard L. Weiss, USAF (Ret.) who will speak on 
international politics, the issue of military man-
power, our recruiting capabilities, and the state 
of preparedness of our armed forces. 
 
Last Week  -  The Meeting 
 
President Dick Fredrickson called the meeting 
to order.  The invocation was delivered by 
Doug Pratt. Welcome back, Doug. Nancy 
Ross led the Pledge of Allegiance. Steve 
Krchniak with help from District 6960 Gover-
nor Elect, Gary Israel directed us in singing 
Vive Le Rotary. Talk about being a Rotarian, 
Gary knew the song from memory. John 
Spear led us in reciting the 4 Way Test. 
 
Future Programs 
 
Roger Brunswick is our program host for 
June. 
 
June 6 - Kris Cella of Cella Molnar and Associ-
ates, Inc. representing Southwest Florida Ex-
pressway Authority, SWFEA,  will speak on 
The Express Toll Lanes Concept. 
 
June 13 - Dr. James Croley, MD, PA of the 
Cataract & Refractive Institute of Florida will 
talk about The 1st Annual Eye Ball-Charity for 
the Blind of SW Florida and on Bifocal Im-
plants. 
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No Meeting on the 4th of July 

Last Week’s Program 
 
Paul Van Valken-
berg introduced 
State Senator 
Dave Aronberg, 
27th District, rep-
resenting Bonita 
Springs.  He 
represents Palm 
Beach, too, which 
makes his district 
quite unique. The 
district is made up 
of 39% Demo-
crats, 38% Repub-
licans and 13% independents and other minor 
party members. Indicative of Dave’s political 
skills was being a Democrat and getting 
elected in a district that leans to the right. In 
2002 he was elected as the youngest state 
senator at age 31.  He was re-elected in 2006 
and he still is the youngest person serving in 
the senate. He commented on Governor 
Charlie Crist’s State of the State speech, 
which would put the populist label on the gov-
ernor in that he talked of needing to increase 
teachers’ pay, protect the environment, re-
quire a paper trail for votes and fight global 
warming. He stated that he felt that the new 
governor respects the separation of power 
between the three separate but equal 
branches of the government.  Aronberg takes 
pride in supporting fellow senator, Burt Saun-
der’s bill earmarking $200 million to divert pol-
luted water from flowing into Lake Okeecho-
bee and into the Caloosahatchee River. This 
could help prevent Red Tide. To learn more 
visit his website www.senatordave.com.  
Email: dave@davearonberg.com 



Happenings 
 
 
June 9  -  Installation of the Bonita Springs 
Rotary Officers and Board of Directors.  This 
black tie optional event will be held at the Spanish 
Wells Country Club.  Please RSVP to Fred 
Partin ASAP. 
 
The Swimmers Are Coming 
 
Mark McCaw needs volunteers to act as timers 
at a swim meet at FGCU June 7-10.  The Gulf-
coast Swim Team is hosting the event in which 
450 teams will be participating.  Food and bever-
ages will be provided to volunteers.  There will be 
a need at all times for 16 timers.  Ray Faubion 
has sent an appeal by email to club members. 
This is a great way to support our youth. Please 
volunteer to help Mark.  Mark is always the first to 
step forward when we need his help.   
 
We Bid Adieu to 3 Rotarians 
 
Bruce Bridewell, Clara Anne Graham, and Bill 
Davis are leaving our club. Bruce will be joining 
the Estero Rotary Club.  It is closer to home and 
office.  Bill is retiring and hopes to join a club 
closer to his home in Naples.  Clara Anne will be 
kept busy with increased activities in the League 
of Women Voters. 
 
3 Are Proposed to Bonita Rotary 
 
Ben Nelson, Linda Ritzert and John Tyson 
have been proposed to our club.  Thanks for con-
sidering Bonita Springs Rotary.  We will learn 
more about you in the weeks to come and I am 
sure you will learn much about our club and the 
benefits of membership as well as the many ways 
you can help to serve.  Our Motto:   
Service Above Self.  Welcome. 

Gerry Myers Honored 
 
District Gover-
nor Elect, Gary  
Israel recog-
nized Gerry 
Myers as a 
Rotary Foun-
dation Bene-
factor for the 
gift that he 
gave to the 
Permanent 

Fund of the foundation.  The money will provide a 
continuous stream of money ad infinitum.  He 
was inducted, too, as a Rotary District 6960 Paul 
Harris Society Member for his ongoing donations 
to The Rotary Foundation.  Gerry, you are spe-
cial. 
 
Super-Sub Bobbi Bird 
 
Jim Renfro has fled 
to the cool north of 
Sweden again.  
Bobbi will be filling in 
for him for a good 
part of the summer 
until she heads to 
Maine.  I guess we 
can put up with her. 
Thank you, Bobbi. 
 
 
 
Rotary Night at the Ball Park 
 
District 6960 is sponsoring Rotary Night at the 
Miracle’s game on our lucky day, Friday, July 13. 
Cost is $7/ticket.  Half of the admission price is 
returned to the district.  Have fun and raise 
money for worthwhile projects. 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

The Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke Folk    
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The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week $1015 

 
Fred Partin’s ticket was 
drawn for the third week in a 
row, but he deftly with slight 
of hand passed it to his son, 
Kyle, who drew the 4 of Dia-
monds.  Of the 45 cards re-
maining there are 3 Aces 
each worth $100 and the pot 
winning Joker. Our treasury 
increased by $71 last week.  
 

 
1 ticket for $1, 3/$2, 5/$3, 10/$5 and 25/$10.  

               Dick Hamlin -  June 2 

Rotarian Profile 
 
Jim O’Leary owes a lot to 
Rotary and Rotary has 
benefited greatly from 
Jim’s involvement. Jim 
was introduced to Rotary 
by Peter Frabutt. Mark 
McCaw introduced him to 
his cousin, April.  Jim and 
April were married in 2001  
and they now have three 
beautiful daughters, 
Sadie  (5), Molly (4) and Amy (4 months). Doesn’t 
“Lucky” O’Leary have a nice ring to it. Jim man-
ages our award winning web site and schedules us 
on projects such as the Christmas Tree Sales Pro-
ject. Jim is a Gator. While at Gainesville he was 
president of his fraternity, Pi Kappa Alpha, was 
chairman of the Gator Growl and was inducted as a 
member of the Florida Blue Key, U F’s leadership 
honorary. He graduated Cum Laude from Stetson 
University’s Law School in 1995 where he was a 
member of the U. S. News and World Report #1 
Trial Team.  Jim took first place in the Academy of 
Florida Trial Lawyers mock trial competition, too. 
We are fortunate to have Jim as a Rotarian. 

God Bless America 
 
God bless America, land that I love. 
Stand beside her and guide her 
Through the night 
With the light from above. 
From the mountains 
To the prairies 
To the oceans, white with foam, 
God bless America,  
My home sweet home. 
God bless America, 
My home sweet home. 
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This Week’s Program 
 
Roger Brunswick will introduce Kris Cella of 
Cella Molnar and Associates, Inc. representing 
Southwest Florida Expressway Authority 
SWFEA. She will speak on The Express Toll 
Lanes Concept. 
 
Last Week  -  The Meeting 
 
President Dick Fredrickson called the meeting 
to order.  The invocation was delivered by 
Doug Pratt. Jim Dati led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. Steve Krchniak, in honor of Memorial 
Day week, directed us in singing God Bless 
America, but before he did he told us how Ir-
ving Berlin wrote the song in 1918 and he read 
the second verse to us. Mark Humphrey led 
us in reciting the 4 Way Test. 
 
Future Programs 
 
June 13 - Dr. James Croley, MD, PA of the 
Cataract & Refractive Institute of Florida will 
talk about The 1st Annual Eye Ball-Charity for 
the Blind of SW Florida and about Bifocal Im-
plants. 
 
June 20 -  Mike Mastej, CEO of Physicians 
Regional Medical Center. 
 
June 27 -  TBA 
 
 
 
 

Rotary Club of Bonita Springs 
 

                                            June 6, 2007 

No Meeting on the 4th of July 

Last Week’s Program 
 
Major General Ber-
nard L. Weiss, 
(USAF Retired) was 
introduced by Kenny 
King. General Weiss 
has expertise in the 
area of logistics and  
he delivered a very 
enlightening presen-
tation regarding the 
state of our military. 
He told us how our 

military should be capable of being involved in 
wars in two theaters of operations, but cur-
rently they are being stretched by our involve-
ment in Iraq. Our military is a 100% volunteer 
force. Instituting the Draft would never hap-
pen.  Our politicians are into preserving their 
offices. The Draft would be extremely unpopu-
lar with the voters.  There has been sugges-
tions that the standards be lowered, so that 
volunteers with less than a high school educa-
tion or a GED could qualify. Lowering stan-
dards brings a whole new set of problems with 
which the military must deal. Currently there 
are 135,000 men and women on the ground in 
Iraq and the Surge will bring that to 150,000. 
There are about an equal number of contract 
employees working in Iraq training the Iraqis 
and providing security. General Weiss pointed 
out the disparity in pay. An enlisted person 
receives about $900/month. If he/she is mar-
ried his/her family qualifies for food stamps. 
Contract employees can earn $150,000/year 
and have $250,000 of life insurance compared 
to $100,000 for the enlistee. He was not at all 
concerned about being PC in stating his sug-
gestions on dealing with Islamic extremists. 



Happenings 
 
 
June 9  -  Installation of the Bonita Springs 
Rotary Officers and Board of Directors.  This 
black tie optional event will be held at the Spanish 
Wells Country Club.  Please RSVP to Fred 
Partin ASAP w: 992-0711. 
 
July 13 -  Rotary Night at the Ballpark District 
6960 is sponsoring Rotary Night at the Miracle’s 
game on our lucky day, Friday, July 13. Cost is 
$7/ticket.  Half of the admission price is returned 
to the district.  Have fun and raise money for 
worthwhile projects. 
 
 
The Swimmers Are Coming 
 
Mark McCaw needs volunteers to act as timers 
at a swim meet at FGCU June 7-10.  The Gulf-
coast Swim Team is hosting the event in which 
450 swimmers will be participating.  Food and 
beverages will be provided to volunteers.  There 
will be a need at all times for 16 timers.  Ray 
Faubion has sent an appeal by email to club 
members. 
 
This is a great way to support our youth. Please 
volunteer to help Mark.  He can be reached at w: 
949-5605 h: 949-2886. Mark is always the first to 
step forward when we need his help.   
 
Contribute to the Spoke 
 
Would you like to publicize your Rotary project?  
Write an article in Microsoft Word and send the 
document to bob4rotary@msn.com.  Send 
photos, too, they add a lot to the story. Need vol-
unteers?  Tell us of the advantages and benefits 
of offering support.  You can tell us on Wednes-
day morning and have an article in the Spoke for 
your fellow Rotarians to take home for considera-
tion. 

Celebrate Bonita Proceeds 

Lois Hollands, Administrator for the Bonita As-
sistance Center is shown holding a check for 
$12,454.77, which she presented to our club.  
That is our club’s share of the proceeds gener-
ated by beer and other beverage sales at the 
April 1 Celebrate Bonita event. Key players ac-
cepting the check for our club were our project 
leaders, Bobbi Bird and Jim Dati.  Representing 
the board of Bonita Assistance Center were our 
members, Mark McCaw and Jose Lopez. 
 
Foundation Board Election 
 
By acclamation, Dave Shellenbarger, Doug 
Pratt, Steve McIntosh, and Tom Burgess were 
elected to the Board of Directors of the Founda-
tion of the Rotary Club of Bonita Springs.  Dave 
and Doug will serve until 2010, Steve to 2009 and 
Tom until 2008.   
 
District 6960 Database Update 
 
President Dick Fredrickson asked us last week 
to update the Rotary District 6960 Database.  It is 
simple. 
 
Go to www.rotary6960.org and click on Dis-
trict Database. Click on Database Login. Click on 
Members. Click on View My Data and then click 
on Edit Member. You can update your informa-
tion.  Please do that.  We would like to publish a 
new directory for our club and it would be good if 
the information was correct. Thanks! 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

The Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke Folk    
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The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week $1071 

 
Fred Partin’s ticket was 
not drawn. Filling in for 
Fred last week was Jim 
Dati, who drew the 6 of 
Clubs. Of the 44 cards 
remaining there are 3 
Aces each worth $100 
and the Joker, which 
wins the pot. Our treas-
ury increased by $56 last 
week.  

               Debbi Metzger - June 12 

Rotarian Profile 
 
Steve Krchniak, Bonita 
Springs Rotary Song 
Leader, has twice served 
on our board.  In 2002-03 
he sponsored Ambassa-
dorial Scholar to England, 
Laura Thimling.  Steve 
served on the board and 
as president of his former 
club before moving to 
Bonita Springs with his 
wife Nancy in 1996. 
Steve, Nancy and both 
of their children, Katy 
and Steve, who live in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, are all Paul Harris Fellows. Steve and Nancy 
have two grandchildren, Kurt, 9 and Claire, 5, who 
they love to visit. Steve has a B.S. in Music from 
SUNY Fredonia, Masters in Music Performance 
from Manhattan School of Music and a PhD from 
NYU. Prior to a career as an educator, Steve was a 
professional trumpet player in the New York City 
area. He was a bandsman for the US Army and 
served in France. Steve retired after a 27 year ca-
reer at Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville as 
Professor Emeritus.  Joe Norton was his sponsor 
when he joined our club. Thank you, Joe. 

Sidewalks of New York 
 
East side, west side, 
All around the town, 
The Kids sing “Ring a rosie,” 
“London Bridge is falling down.” 
Boys and girls together 
Me and Mamie O’Rourke 
Tripped the light fantastic 
On the sidewalks of New York. 
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This Week’s Program 
 
Roger Brunswick will introduce Dr. James 
Croley, MD of the Cataract and Refractive In-
stitute of Florida, who will talk about bifocal 
implants and share with us information about 
the First Annual Eye Ball-Charity for the Blind 
in Southwest Florida.  
 
Last Week  -  The Meeting 
 
President Dick Fredrickson called the meeting 
to order.  The invocation was delivered by 
Doug Pratt. Nancy Ross led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Steve Krchniak, in honor of the 
63rd Anniversary of D-Day, June 6, 1944, di-
rected us in singing God Bless America. Paul 
Lotz led us in reciting the 4 Way Test. 
 
Sunshine Report 
 
Welcome back, Hank Hochstetler. It was good 
to see you performing with the Bonita Springs 
Rotary Chorus singing Happy Birthday to Don 
Thomson, whose birthday is June 17. Don 
being a loyal practitioner of the 4 Way Test 
admitted his birthday would be celebrated at 
today’s meeting, but he wouldn’t be with us, so 
he paid for a beautiful serenade last week. 
 
Happenings 
 
July 13 -  Rotary Night at the Ballpark District 
6960 is sponsoring Rotary Night at the Mira-
cle’s game on our lucky day, Friday, July 13. 
Cost is $7/ticket.  Half of the admission price is 
returned to the district.  Have fun and raise 
money for worthwhile projects. 
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Last Week’s Program 
 
Kris Cella of Cella 
Molnar & Associates 
a transportation con-
sulting firm pre-
sented a 3 hour pro-
gram in 20 minutes 
on the tolling of I-75. 
Her presentation 
illustrated that 
change is inevitable 
and in the case of I-
75 it is important that  
planning and imple-
mentation of the 
plan to expand to 10 lanes be carried out as 
soon as it is possible. We were told that the 
expansion to six lanes in 2010 will not ease 
congestion. Conventional funding from the 
state and federal governments for ten lanes 
will not be available until 2030. Population 
growth and the use of I-75 by the increased 
numbers of Southwest Floridians will outstrip 
the capability of a 6 lane road by the time it is 
completed. We learned that only 15% of users 
are passing through the area. The remaining 
85% are people living and working in the area. 
The plan, which originated with Lee and Col-
lier Counties, is being implemented by the 
Southwest Florida Expressway Authority. The 
plan is to expand to 10 lanes of which 6 will be 
tolled. Transponders, not toll booths will be 
used. Ms. Cella is making presentations 
throughout the area in order to get feedback 
regarding the plan from residents of the area. 
If you haven’t had an opportunity to complete 
a survey regarding the plan go to 
www.swfea.net. Ms. Cella can be contacted 
at kcella@cella.cc or by calling 239-337-1071. 



Installation Banquet 
 
Bonita Springs Rotary installed its officers for the 
2007-08 Rotary Year. District 6960 Governor 
Tony Gallo presided over the installation cere-
mony installing Fred Partin as President, Ray 
Faubion, President Elect and Nancy Ross as 
Secretary. and congratulated President Dick 
Fredrickson and the club for having an out-
standing year. For the first time our club had 
sponsors for the event. They were Major Spon-
sor, CH2MHILL, Corporate Sponsors, Bonita 
Springs Utilities, Inc., Henderson Franklin, 
Attorneys at Law, Oswald Trippe and Company, 
Inc., and Southwest Florida Wealth Group, and 
Table Sponsors, Ron Anderson and Dave Shel-
lenbarger. 
Current President Dick Fredrickson passed the 
gavel to Fred Partin and then Dick transferred 
the traveling clock to Fred and then Fred pre-
sented Dick with a clock honoring him for his year 
of service. 
Before all of this took place, an excellent video 
presentation created by Dick Hamlin was pre-
sented and in it Dick Fredrickson paid tribute to 
all of the hard working Rotarians of Bonita 
Springs. He then presented the Service Above 
Self Award to Bobbi Bird for her work on Mardi 
Gras, for Co-Chairing the club’s involvement in 
Celebrate Bonita, for her work on 50/50 and for 
her work on our social events. 
In his farewell address, Dick Fredrickson com-
mented that he would probably be the last person 
who had served in the Armed Forces in World 
War II  to serve as our president. In the technol-
ogy age of Blackberries, Blueberries and IPods 
he felt it was time to turn things over to the Baby 
Boomers. In his inaugural address, Fred Partin 
stated that it is an honor to be elected president 
and a privilege to carry on the tradition of those 
who have served the community. He told us that 
Rotary International’s  theme for 2007-08 Is 
“Rotary Shares.” Fred quoted International Ro-
tary’s president for 2007-08, Wilfrid J. Wilkinson. 
“The magic of Rotary allows ordinary people like 
you and me to accomplish extraordinary deeds.” 

Future Programs 
 
June 20 -  Dr. Mike Mastej, MD, CEO of Physi-
cians Regional Medical Center. 
 
June 27 -  TBA 
 
July 4 -  No Meeting 
 
July 11 - Stephanie Kissinger, Program Host for 
July will introduce Mark Crabb, FCDME, Deputy 
Director for the Lee County Visitor & Convention 
Bureau. 
 
Ralph Atkinson Honored 
 
Ralph Atkinson, Former Rotary Regular, was 
honored along with 35 other residents of this area 
for their service on D-Day, June 6, 1944 and for 
the liberation of France. Ira Hawk reported that 
the 36 veterans received the Legion of Honor 
from Jean-David Levitte, Ambassador of France 
in the United States. They were honored at a 
luncheon at the Hilton Naples on June 6 the 63rd 
Anniversary of D-Day. Ralph joins other illustrious 
individuals, including Thomas Edison and Alex-
ander Graham Bell, who have received the Le-
gion of Honor. On June 6, 1944, Lt. Col. Ralph 
Atkinson was the Chief Ordnance Officer of the 
1st Army and was responsible for supplying the 
troops with their necessary weaponry for the larg-
est invasion in the history of the world. 
 
Shots for Tots 
 
Ira Hawk reported that Shots for Tots has been 
an ongoing project for 12.5 years and that over 
11,000 immunizations have been dispensed. This 
past week his team was made up of Ira and 
Clarice Hawk and Sandy Scoggins, who pro-
vided immunizations to the children of 31 families. 
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The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week $1136 

 
Last week joint venture 
capitalists, Sue Mas-
ters and former Rotar-
ian from York, PA, 
Maureen Q. Shall-
cross, COO of the Ra-
pallo Theatre in Estero 
drew the Nine of 
Hearts. Of the 43 cards 
remaining there are 3 

Aces each worth $100 and the Joker, which wins 
the pot. Our treasury increased by $65 last week.  
 

               Bill Oehler - June 16 
Don Thomson - June 17 Honored on 6/6. 

Ken Weyl - June 18 

Rotarian Profile 
 
Ira Hawk has ink flowing 
through his veins. He has 
been an editor of TheTheTheThe    SpokeSpokeSpokeSpoke. 
The beginning of his journal-
ism career, however, goes 
back almost 70 years. He 
started his own monthly in 
1938 and its circulation 
peaked at 2500. Later he 
worked for the Scripps-
Howard Columbus (Ohio) 
Citizen. For five years he was PR, Admissions and 
Alumni Director and he taught courses in communi-
cations for Wilmington College, in Ohio. His last 
career covered more than 37 years with General 
Motors in public relations, marketing and sales.  Ira 
became a Rotarian in 1951 and has been a mem-
ber of Bonita Springs Rotary since 1990. Ira    and 
his wife of almost 58 years, Clarice, have two chil-
dren and five grandchildren. Ira has been involved 
with the Shots for Tots program since its beginning.  
We are most fortunate to have Ira actively involved 
in our club. Ira, please share with us the story of 
starting a monthly at such a young age. 

You’re A Grand Old Flag 
You’re a grand old flag; 
You’re a high flying flag 
And forever in peace may you wave. 
You’re the emblem of the land I love, 
The home of the free and the brave 
Every heart beats true 
Under red, white, and blue 
And there’s never a boast or brag 
Should old acquaintance be forgot 
Keep your eye on the Grand Old Flag!!! 



Bonita Springs Rotary 2007-08 Installation Banquet Pictures 

Above left, President Dick Fredrickson, presents the Ser-
vice Above Self Award to Bobbi Bird. Above right, Incom-
ing President, Fred Partin, presents Outgoing President, 
Dick Fredrickson, a clock for his year of service. On the 
left, Diane and Skip Lepola lead a line dance. 
 
In the Partin family picture are left to right back row, Fred’s 

son Kyle and wife, Jessica, Fred’s wife, Sharon, Fred, Fred’s son Todd and wife, Samantha, 
middle row, Fred’s sister, Linda Ur, Fred’s daughter, Reverend Nicole Partin and seated in 
front Fred’s mom, Ruby Partin. Fred’s daughter Nicole delivered the Invocation at the banquet. 
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This Week’s Program 
 
Roger Brunswick will introduce Dr. Mike 
Mastej, MD, CEO of Physicians Regional 
Medical Center.  
 
Last Week  -  The Meeting 
 
President Dick Fredrickson called the meeting 
to order.  The invocation was delivered by Ira 
Hawk, Hank Hochstettler led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Steve Krchniak, in honor of Flag 
Day, led us in singing George M. Cohan’s 
You’re a Grand Old Flag. Ed Schick led us in 
reciting the 4 Way Test. 
 
Sunshine Report 
 
June Program Host, Roger Brunswick, was 
absent due his being in Ohio to be with his seri-
ously ill mother. Please remember them in your  
prayers. 
 
Happenings 
 
July 13 -  Rotary Night at the Ballpark. Dis-
trict 6960 is sponsoring Rotary Night at the 
Miracle’s game on our lucky day, Friday, July 
13. Cost is $7/ticket.  Half of the admission 
price is returned to the district.  Have fun and 
raise money for worthwhile projects. 
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Last Week’s Program 

 
Dr. James Croley, MD 
of the Cataract and Re-
fractive institute of Flor-
ida presented a program 
on the VIP (Visually Im-
paired Person) Center. 
Dr. Croley made a video 
presentation which 
showed how the center 
trains people to be self 
sufficient. He pointed out 

that the board of directors of the VIP Center is 
primarily made up of visually impaired people 
and asked if any of Bonita Springs Rotary 
members would like to help by serving on the 
board or by helping in some way. He shared 
with us that the First Annual Eye Ball-Charity 
for the Blind in Southwest Florida in April drew 
90 attendees and raised $30,000. He would 
like to see this event grow in order raise the 
funds needed to help the visually impaired of 
South Lee County, Bonita Springs and Collier 
County. We learned that the VIP Center did 
have a facility in Naples, but rising rents 
forced the center to close, so Dr. Croley has 
offered some space in his office to help serve 
the needs of people in this area. Blindness is 
increasing dramatically in the U S due to ever 
aging Baby Boom generation, the increased 
incidences of diabetes, macular degeneration 
and glaucoma. Dr. Croley recommends an 
eye exam at least every two years. He pointed 
out that a person would not know they were 
developing glaucoma unless they were exam-
ined. The VIP Center is a 501(c)3 non-profit, 
so any donation to them is tax deductible. To 
learn more about Dr. Croley go to 
www.drcroley@floridacataract.com.  



Rotarian Profile - Dick Fredrickson 
 
Dick’s a true Midwest-
erner! Born in Chicago, 
raised in Detroit, he 
attended Michigan 
State University. While 
at MSU, he joined the 
Navy and finished his 
college education, 
graduating from the 
University of Wisconsin 
in Madison with a de-
gree in Mechanical 
Engineering in 1945. 
After a short tour of 
sea duty in the Pacific, 
he married and in 1946 
joined Cincinnati Milacron, a machine tool manu-
facturer located in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
 
Dick spent the next several years in sales with 
different territorial, regional and  division assign-
ments in the company’s Consumable Products 
Division. In 1971 he became Marketing Manager 
for a division of the company located in Germany. 
In 1973 he and his wife, Kathy, moved to Tokyo, 
Japan where he became President of Cincinnati 
Milacron Kogyo, a totally owned operation of the 
Consumable Products Division. Dick and Kathy 
enjoyed their expatriate days immensely. 
 
Returning to Cincinnati in 1974, he became Prod-
uct Manager of the company’s newest venture, a 
machine to make the plastic carbonated bever-
age bottles that have become a standard in the 
industry. In the next few years he traveled world-
wide promoting the machine. Dick took early re-
tirement  from “The Mill” in 1984 and joined a 
Germany company, Krupp Corpoplast, represent-
ing them in the United States until he finally re-
tired in 1990. 
 
Dick and his wife, Kathy, moved to Estero, in 
1996 where he became very active in the First 
Presbyterian Church, Rotary and civic associa-
tions. Between them, they have four children, ten 
grandchildren, and eleven great grand children. 

Future Programs 
 
June 27 - Bonita Springs Rotary Awards Day  
 
July 4 -  No Meeting 
 
July 11 - Stephanie Kissinger, Program Host for 
July will introduce Mark Crabb, FCDME, Deputy 
Director for the Lee County Visitor & Convention 
Bureau. 
 
 
Spear Pays Record Fine 
 
For organizing the 
“Call In Honey-
moon Interrup-
tus” of the 
Glenda and 
George Cohan 
wedding, John 
Spear paid a $136 
fine. Unfortunately 
it was not Benefi-
cial to All Con-
cerned, since the 
money was used 
to buy a round of drinks for a few lucky attendees 
at the recent Installation Banquet. For those of us 
who weren’t invited to the wedding, here is a pic-
ture of Mr. and Mrs. Cohan. George, you are a 
lucky man. 
 
 
Mark McCaw Thanks Volunteers 
 
Mark McCaw reported that 15 Rotarians volun-
teered their time to act as timers at the recent 
swim meet at FGCU. Another demonstration of 
the Rotarian motto, “Service Above Self.” 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week $1200 

 
Harv Humphrey had 
the winning ticket and 
drew the Ace of Dia-
monds to win $100. Of 
the 42 cards remain-
ing there are 2 Aces 
each worth $100 and 
the Joker, which wins 
the pot. Our treasury 
increased by $64 last week.  
 

$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 
 

               Jim Horein - June 20 
Frances Dixon - June 21 

 
Saving the Last Dance 

 
If you missed the In-
stallation Banquet you 
missed a great event. 
Here are Dick and 
Kathy Fredrickson 
dancing the night 
away. Thank you, 
Dick, for a great year 
as president of Bonita 
Springs Rotary.  
    
 

    
    
    
 
 
 

In The Good Old Summertime 
 
In the good old summer time 
In the good old summer time 
Strolling through the shady lane 
With your baby mine. 
You hold her hand, and she holds 
yours, 
And that’s a very good sign, 
That she’s your tootsey, wootsey 
In the good old summer time. 

The Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke Folk    
Editor - Bob Pagel 
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This Week’s Program 
 
Dick Fredrickson will be presiding at his final 
meeting as President of Bonita Springs Rotary 
for 2006-07 and will be making presentations of 
awards. 
 
Last Week  -  The Meeting 
 
President Dick Fredrickson called the meeting 
to order.  The invocation was delivered by 
Gerry Myers, Jim O’Leary led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Steve Krchniak, led us in singing 
In The Good Old Summertime . John War-
field led us in reciting the 4 Way Test. 
 
Sunshine Report 
 
We were saddened by the report from Roger 
Brunswick that his mother died. We all re-
member Roger and his family in our prayers. 
 
Happenings 
 
July 13 -  Rotary Night at the Ballpark. Dis-
trict 6960 is sponsoring Rotary Night at the 
Miracle’s game on our lucky day, Friday, July 
13. Cost is $7/ticket.  Half of the admission 
price is returned to the district.  Have fun and 
raise money for worthwhile projects. See Fred 
Partin for tickets. Come to the game and help 
celebrate Steve Kaskie’s birthday, which is on 
that day, and Steve will buy you a beer. 
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Last Week’s Program 

 
Roger Brunswick, 
Rotary Program Host 
for July, introduced 
Michael Mastej, CEO 
of Physicians Re-
gional Medical Center 
- Collier Boulevard. He 
gave us insight into 
the inner workings of 
his facility, which is 
one of the many oper-
ated by HMA, which is 

headquartered in Naples. He pointed out that 
HMA operates hospitals and medical centers 
in many states and as far away as Yakima, 
Washington, but mainly in the southeastern 
states. Mr. Mastej’s talk focused mainly on the 
operation of the new facility, a 100 bed hospi-
tal, which he manages. The hospital was five 
years in the making and opened on February 
5, 2007. He likened the opening day patients 
to people waiting for a garage sale to start in 
that they were waiting for the doors to open 
and the hospital has been busy ever since 
that day. The utilization of the Collier Boule-
vard hospital is evidence that one was needed 
in East Naples. Obstetrics and Pediatric Care 
is delivered at that facility, unlike the Pine 
Ridge facility. Seventy-five babies have been 
born there in the first 5 months of operation. 
The hospital is noted for providing vascular 
surgery and has attracted patients from as far 
north as Estero. The hospital will eventually 
expand to over 400 beds and an 80,000 
square foot medical clinic managed by HMA 
will be opened soon near the hospital. To 
learn more go to 
www.physiciansregionalcollier.com 



Shots for Tots Total Passes 11,000 
 

The Rotary Club of Bonita Springs has reported 
that 470 immunizations were administered to 166 
area children during in the Bonita Shots for Tots 
program during the first half of 2007. 
 
This brings the total since the program was be-
gun in January 1995, to 11,233 immunizations for 
5,368 children. 
 
Shots for Tots is a joint effort of the Rotary Club, 
the First Presbyterian Church of Bonita Springs, 
and the Lee County Health Department.  Immuni-
zations against the various childhood diseases 
are offered without charge to all children under 
the age of 18 from 5 to 8 PM on the first Tuesday 
of every month.  The next clinic will be held at the 
Church on Tuesday evening, July 3. 
 
The immunizations are administered by Regis-
tered Nurses on the staff of the Health Depart-
ment.  Rotary volunteers assist with the coordina-
tion and administration of the clinics.  In the 12 
and one-half years since this project was begun, 
more than 50 Rotarians and their spouses have 
participated, many of them several times every 
year. 
 
The Rotary Club sponsorship of the Shots for 
Tots project was undertaken at the request of the 
Lee County Children’s Services Council, because 
there was no other opportunity in the southern 
part of the county for children to receive these 
much needed immunizations to safeguard their 
health. 
 
Story by Ira Hawk 

Future Programs 
 
July 4 -  No Meeting 
 
July 11 - Stephanie Kissinger, Program Host for 
July will introduce Mark Crabb, FCDME, Deputy 
Director for the Lee County Visitor & Convention 
Bureau. 
 
Rotarian Profile  

 
Gerry Myers is Past 
President of The Ro-
tary Club of Bonita 
Springs. Gerry is a 
Hawkeye. He was 
born and raised in 
Iowa City and he 
stayed there right 
through college. The 
University of Iowa is in 
Iowa City for those 
unfamiliar with Iowa. 
Gerry earned a BA in 

Mathematics and a BS in Engineering. During his 
38 year working career with GE in sales engi-
neering and marketing management, Gerry and 
his family moved numerous times. They lived in 
Iowa, in five different locations in Illinois, in Indi-
ana, Pennsylvania, New York and Connecticut. 
Gerry and his wife, Ruth, have been married for 
46 years. They have three sons and 2 grandchil-
dren. Gerry first joined the Rotary Club of North-
west Des Moines, IA in 1994. He joined Bonita 
Springs Rotary in 1999. He has 13 years of per-
fect attendance. Gerry is the President, Board of 
Trustees of the Foundation of the Rotary Club of 
Bonita Springs. He currently serves as Area 3 
Assistant Area Governor for Effective Services. 
Gerry was recognized recently by Rotary District 
6960 for his ongoing support of Rotary Interna-
tional. He truly is a Rotarian for all of us to 
emulate. 
 
 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week $1252 

 
Mark McCaw had the 
winning ticket and 
drew the Two of Dia-
monds and won $5. Of 
the 41 cards remain-
ing there are 2 Aces 
each worth $100 and 
the Joker, which wins 
the pot. Our treasury 
increased by $52 last 
week.  
 

 
$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 

             
            Hank Hochstetler - June 27 

Rick Barber - July 2 
Tom Burgess -  July 2 
Frank Mazzeo - July 10 

 
 

 
    
    
    
 
 
 

National Anthem 
 
Oh say, can you see,  
By the dawn’s early light, 
What so proudly we hailed 
At the twilight’s last gleaming, 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, 
Thro’ the perilous fight, 
O’er the ramparts we watch’d, 
Were so gallantly streaming? 
And the rocket’s red glare,  
The bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof thro’ the night 
That our flag was still there. 
Oh say, does that Star-spangled Banner 
Yet wave,  
O’er the land of the free 
And the home of the brave? 

The Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke Folk    
Editor - Bob Pagel 
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This Week’s Program 
 
Stephanie Kissinger, Program Host for July 
will introduce Mark Crabb, FCDME, Deputy 
Director for the Lee County Visitor & Conven-
tion Bureau 
 
Last Meeting 
 
President Dick Fredrickson called the last 
meeting of his Rotary year to order.  The invo-
cation was delivered by Doug Pratt, Fred 
Partin led the Pledge of Allegiance. Steve 
Krchniak had us remain standing and led us in 
singing the National Anthem. Thanks, Steve, 
for having us sing in a key that worked well. It 
must help to have a PhD in Music Education. 
Ray Faubion led us in reciting the 4 Way Test. 
 
Sunshine Report 
 
Bill Oehler reported the joy of being present 
when his daughter Nancy got engaged in 
Crawfordsville, IA. Nancy’s fiancé came into 
the room carrying two grocery bags. Bill and 
his wife Judy were presented with seed corn 
hats.  Then this outstanding gentleman, a 
farmer with a large hog production operation, 
asked for Bill’s blessing and knelt before Nancy 
and asked for her hand in marriage.  
 
Condolences to Paul and Vickie Helbing on 
the death of her brother. We will remember 
them in our prayers. 
 
 Last Meeting’s Program 
 
President Dick Fredrickson’s  presented 
awards to Rotarians for their service and the 
officers for 2007-08 were recognized. 
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Rotarian of the Year 

 
Our Rotarian of 
the Year is Bobbi 
Bird. She was 
recognized for her 
leadership of 
Celebrate Bonita 
and for her many 
contributions such 
as Program Chair 
and 50/50 Substi-
tute.  

Fund Raising 
Leadership 
Awards were 
presented to 
Ron Ander-
son for 
Christmas 
Tree Sales, 
Bobbi Bird for Celebrate Bonita, and George 
Cohan for Reverse Raffle. 

 
Many members 
were singled out 
and they re-
ceived certifi-
cates for their 
ongoing work at 
our weekly 
meetings. 

George Cohan and Steve Kaskie for their 
duties as Sergeants-at-Arms, Steve Krchniak 
as Song Leader, Bob Pagel and Ken Weyl 
for their work on the SpokeSpokeSpokeSpoke, and Jim O’Leary 
for his work as Webmaster.  
         (Continued on next page) 



Future Programs 
 
July 18 - TBA 
 
July 25 - Stephanie Kissinger will introduce 
Jack Wert, Executive Director, Naples, Marco 
Island, Everglades Convention & Visitors Bureau. 
 
Rotarian Profile  
 
Our new president, Fred 
Partin, was proposed to our 
club by Rotarian John 
Mathes and joined Bonita 
Springs Rotary on October 
11, 2000. 
 
Fred and his wife, Sharon, 
were married on April 7, 
2007. He has 3 children,  
Nicole, Todd and Kyle. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree in Public Administra-
tion from Barry University. Fred has served as 
Executive Director of Bonita Springs Utilities 
since 1981, leading the not-for-profit utility 
through more than two decades of robust growth 
and progress.  
 
In addition to Fred’s service in our Rotary Club, 
he currently serves on the Bonita Springs Area 
Chamber of Commerce Foundation Board, and 
board trustee of the CREW Land & Water Trust.   
Fred formerly served as one of three trustees-at-
large on the board of governors for the Florida 
Section of the American Water Works Associa-
tion. The section has 2,400 members, including 
120 utility members that supply potable water to 
90 percent of the state's population.  
 
The Bonita Springs Area Chamber of Commerce 
honored Fred as its 1991 Director of the Year and 
1998 Citizen of the Year. 
 
Fred, thanks for serving as our president.   
 
 

 
President Dick 
Fredrickson recog-
nized Gerry Myers for 
his work as President 
of  the Foundation of 
Bonita Springs Rotary. 

Program Chairs, Gil Urick, Attendance, Ken 
King, Hospitality, Bobbie Bird, Programs, Deb-
bie Metzger, Publicity, Roger Brunswick, Rotary 
Regulars and Sue Masters, Social, received cer-
tificates for their ongoing contributions to the club. 

Dick Frederickson is now Past President, Ray 
Faubion is the President-Elect, Nancy Ross is 
our Secretary, Fred Partin is our President and 
Guy Quinn is our Treasurer. 

 
Dick Fredrickson pre-
sented a plaque to Bob 
Pagel for his service as Edi-
tor of the SpokeSpokeSpokeSpoke.  
 
I would like to thank Mark 
McCaw for volunteering to 
print the SpokeSpokeSpokeSpoke in color. If 
he was only printing it in 

black and white he would save us over $1000/
year. One can only imagine what it would cost in 
color.                    Bob Pagel, Editor 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week $1312 

 
Last week Jose Lopez 
had the winning ticket 
and drew the 8 of 
Spades and took home 
$5. Of the 40 cards 
remaining there are 2 
Aces each worth $100 
and the Joker, which 
wins the pot. Our 
treasury increased by 
$60 last week.  
 

 
$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 

             
                 Ira Hawk -  July 13 

Steve Kaskie - July 13 
Stephanie Kissinger -  July 14 

 
 
 

 
    
    
    
 
 
 

Sing, Everyone, Sing! 
 
Sing, everyone, sing. 
Sing, everyone, sing. 
Let’s get together in all kinds of weather 
And sing everyone sing. 
Smile, everyone, smile. 
Smile, everyone, smile. 
All of your troubles 
Will vanish like bubbles,  
So smile, everyone, smile. 
Serve, everyone, serve. 
Serve, everyone, serve. 
Serving humanity, Rotary’s destiny, 
Serve, everyone, serve. 

The Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke Folk    
Editor - Bob Pagel 
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This Week’s Program 
 
Stephanie Kissinger, Program Host for July 
will introduce Chief Phil Kinsey of the Bonita 
Fire Control & Rescue District. 
 
Last Meeting 
 
President Fred Partin called the meeting to 
order.  The invocation was delivered by Doug 
Pratt, Jack Blake led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Fred Partin had Jason Dolle lead us in recit-
ing the 4 Way Test and we did it correctly by 
saying, The 4 Way Test of things we think, say 
or do and we did it at the start of the meeting. 
Steve Krchniak led us in singing the Sing, 
Everyone, Sing.  
 
Sunshine Report 
 
Justice cannot be done in this limited space to 
tell you the Richard and Toby Garner story. It 
should be a program for our club. Many of you 
know the whole story of how on July 2 they 
became the parents of triplets. For those who 
don’t, here is some of the information. Richard 
will have to tell the whole story. After trying for 
15 years to have children and not being suc-
cessful, Richard’s niece, Melissa, agreed to 
help by bearing Richard and Toby’s baby for 
them. Well, it turned out to be twins, Katherine 
Melissa and Jackson Richard. And then if 
you were writing the story you couldn’t have 
scripted this, Toby finally got pregnant and she 
gave birth to Emma Claire. All three arrived on 
the same day. Wow! 
 
I guess it is baby week. John and Lisa Spear 
report that son Zack and his wife Cassy had a 
baby girl, Kylie Marie Eaton on July 5. 
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Service Above Self Award 

President Fred Partin presented to a much de-
serving, Mark McCaw, the Service Above Self 
Award for Rotary Year 2006-07 for his 8 years of 
chairing Mardi Gras, his involvement in many pro-
jects, and bringing the Spoke to a new level by 
publishing it in color. 
 
Rotarians Recognized 

Certificates of Appreciation for their work during 
the past Rotary Year were presented to Mark 
McCaw, Mardi Gras, Jim Dati, Celebrate Bonita 
and Membership Development, Tom Burgess, 
Orientation and Frank Ogden for Membership 
Classification. 



Future Programs 
 
July 25 - Stephanie Kissinger will introduce 
Jack Wert, Executive Director, Naples, Marco 
Island, Everglades Convention & Visitors Bureau. 
 
August - Jose Lopez, program chair for August 
will introduce a series of speakers on education. 
 
August 1 -  Sabra Cecil, Chairwoman Pre-K Edu-
cational Program, State of Florida. 
 
August 8 - Dr. James Browder, Superintendent, 
Lee County School District. 
 
August 15 - Dr. Marci Greene - Dean, School of 
Education, Florida Gulf Coast University. 
 
August 22 -  Dr. Lou Traina, Vice President, 
Hodges University. 
 
August 29 - Dr. Carole Carpenter, Vice Presi-
dent, Ave Maria University 

Shots for Tots 
 
Three weeks ago 
President Dick 
Fredrickson pre-
sented Ira Hawk with 
a Certificate of Appre-
ciation. Ira reports that 
a slim crowd was ex-
pected at the Shots 
for Tots program on 
July 3, since it was 

the day before a holiday. Wrong!  Ira and wife, 
Clarice, had a busy night. Thirty one families 
showed up. More proof that this program is 
needed.  
 
Last Meeting’s Program 
 
Stephanie Kissinger 
introduced Mark Crabb, 
FCDME, Deputy Direc-
tor, Lee County Visitor 
& Convention Bureau. 
Mark proved to us the 
importance of tourism 
and the money being 
spent to attract visitors. 
For every $1 spent, $3 
is returned to the area. 
Does your business do 
that well? Tourism 
means $3 Billion to the Lee County economy. 
Tourism is our biggest business. The bureau is 
funded by a 5% bed tax paid on every stay less 
than 6 months. That raises $21 million. That effort 
saves every taxpayer in Lee County $455/year. 
Lee County attracts 125,000 snowbirds, 118,000 
Germans, and 78,000 Brits. The bureau has of-
fices in Great Britain and in Germany. Mark 
points out that an upcoming in-line hockey event 
at Germain Arena will bring in 6,000 youth from 
around the world and it will mean income of $21 
million. However, it isn’t easy. The doomsayers of 
the Weather Channel create a lot of negative 
publicity. Visit www.fortmeyers-sanibel.com to 
learn more. 

Dear Members of the Bonita Springs 
Morning Club, 
 
I am writing to express my deep appre-
ciation for the Rotarian of the Year award 
that was bestowed upon me by all of you 
this past month. 
 
Words can not adequately express how 
much it means to me.  You may have 
noticed that at the awards banquet, be-
cause I was really speechless.  However, 
to receive this award is deeply touching 
to me and a great honor.   
 
Again, thank you for this very special 
recognition.  It means a great deal to 
me. 
 
Yours In Rotary, 
 
Bobbi Bird. 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week $1371 

 
Last week Steve 
Krchniak had the win-
ning ticket and drew 
the 7 of Clubs and won 
$5. Of the 39 cards 
remaining there are 2 
Aces each worth $100 
and the Joker, which 
wins the pot. Our 
treasury increased by 

$59. last week.  
 

 
$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 

             
                 Kenny King - July 18 

Rex Sims - July 19 
Bill Reed - July 20 

Mac McBride - July 23 
Gil Urick - July 24 

 

 
    
    
    
 
 
 

Home on the Range 
 
Oh give me a home, 
Where the buffalo roam, 
And the deer and the antelope play, 
Where seldom is heard,  
A discouraging word, 
And the skies are not cloudy all day. 
 
Chorus: 
Home, home on the range, 
 Where the deer and the antelope play, 
Where seldom is heard,  
A discouraging word, 
And the skies are not cloudy all day. 

The Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke Folk    
Editor - Bob Pagel 
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This Week’s Program 
 
Stephanie Kissinger, Program Host for July 
will introduce Jack Wert, Executive Director, 
Naples, Marco Island, Everglades Convention 
& Visitors Bureau. 
 
Last Meeting 
 
President Fred Partin called the meeting to 
order.  The invocation was delivered by Doug 
Pratt, Mac McBride led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. Ray Faubion led the 4 Way Test. 
Steve Krchniak conducted the Bonita Springs 
Rotary Chorus in singing Home on the Range 
and he told us that the State of Kansas claims 
it as their song.    
 
Sunshine Report 
 
We are saddened by the passing of a former 
member of our club, Gordon “Mr. Jaguar” 
Taylor, who died on July 7. 
 
Paul Helbing has resigned and has joined a 
club in the Tampa area where he and Vickie 
now live. Best of luck to Paul and Vickie. 
 
Tonya Horsten gave birth to Kassandra Dan-
ielle on June 30. We miss you, Tonya. 
 
An organization that recognizes outstanding 
lawyers has given Jim Dati its “super lawyer” 
designation. Congratulations, Jim!  
 
Joe Pavich, Estero Rotary Club President, 
joined us for our meeting last week. 
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Last Week’s Program 

 
Stephanie Kissinger 
introduced Phil Kinsey, 
Chief of Bonita Springs 
Fire Control & Rescue 
District. He gave a very 
informative presentation 
about his department, its 
staff and the services it 
provides. We learned 
that the department re-
sponded to 5500 emer-
gencies last year. Medi-
cal emergencies ac-
counted for 85% of 
those calls. Chief Kinsey 

then demonstrated very graphically by asking us 
to hold our breath. Response times currently are 
at 6 minutes for most emergencies in Bonita 
Springs. A reduction in personnel and services 
due to budget cuts, the result of tax reform, could 
result in response times of up to 12 minutes. 
More fatalities will occur when people have heart 
attacks or critical accidental injuries. Chief Kinsey 
feels that his presentation is not a “scare tactic” 
rather an important explanation to residents of 
what their votes on tax cuts can mean and that 
his facts enable voters to make an informed deci-
sion. His department has an excellent website, 
www.bonitafire.org. Go there and learn about the 
many services such as CPR classes available to 
Bonita Springs residents. Thanks, Chief!   
 
Bonita Springs Rotary Foundation 
 
Outgoing President of the Foundation, Gerry 
Myers, reports that our club raised and dispersed 
close to $100,000 to 27 different causes last year. 
Let’s give ourselves a pat on the back.  



Future Programs 
 
Jose Lopez, program chair for August will intro-
duce a series of speakers on education. 
 
August 1 -  Sabra Cecil, Chairwoman Pre-K Edu-
cational Program, State of Florida. 
 
August 8 - Dr. James Browder, Superintendent, 
Lee County School District. 
 
August 15 - Dr. Marci Greene - Dean, School of 
Education, Florida Gulf Coast University. 
 
August 22 -  Dr. Lou Traina, Vice President, 
Hodges University. 
 
August 29 - Dr. Carole Carpenter, Vice Presi-
dent, Ave Maria University 
 
Fun is Good…. 
 
….is the motto of the Ft. Myers Miracle baseball 
club. And, fun is what 650 Rotarians had at the 
July 13 game. President Fred Partin led the Bo-
nita Springs Rotary contingent.  Rotary District 

6960 Governor Gary 
Israel led the singing of 
our National Anthem. 
During the 7th Inning 
Stretch one of the Mira-
cle Zooperstars, Harry 
Canary led the singing of 
“Take Me Out to the Ball-
game.” 

The district through 
ticket sales raised 
$2275 for our many 
projects.  
 
(continued on page 4) 

Let’s Welcome Linda Ritzert 
 
Our newest 
member, Linda 
Ritzert, shown 
here with her 
sponsor, Nancy 
Ross, was in-
ducted into Bo-
nita Springs 
Rotary on July 

11. Linda’s classification is Consultant - Decorat-
ing. She was born in Columbus, Ohio, but spent 
much of her life in Lorraine, Ohio where she was 
active for 40 years in Quota Club, a business-
women’s organization that served the hearing 
and speech impaired. She is a Past-Governor of 
that club. She came to Florida 12 years ago after 
serving as Associate Director of the Port Authority 
of Lorraine. She owns “A Class Act,” an acces-
sory and decorating business at 4259 Bonita 
Beach Road. In addition to being a Rotarian, 
Linda is active in her church and in the American 
Cancer’s Society’s Relay for Life. She got in-
volved in that endeavor as a result of losing both 
her husband and brother to cancer. Nancy, 
thanks for proposing Linda. Linda, thanks for join-
ing us. 
 
Softball Challenge 
 
Sue Masters is organizing a team to answer the 
challenge of Bonita Springs Noon Rotary. It will 
be on a Saturday evening at the Bonita Springs 
Rec Center. Call Sue to sign up at 949-2419.   
 
Steve Agius Area 3 Governor 
 
We were honored by the presence of Area 3 Gov-
ernor for Rotary District 6960, Steve Agius, of 
Bonita Springs Noon Rotary who reported on the 
reorganization of 6960. Our Gerry Myers will be 
Area 3 Governor next year. 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week $1419. 

 
Ron Anderson 
had the winning 
ticket and drew 
the 10 of Dia-
monds and won 
$5. Of the 38 
cards remaining 
there are 2 Aces 
each worth $100 
and the Joker, which wins the pot. Our treasury 
increased by $48. last week.  
 

 
$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 

 
...Fun is Good Continued from page 3. 
George and Glenda Cohan, Jim Dati and fiancé 
Annette Corriveau and new grandparents, John 
and Lisa Spear were among our group of 24. 

 
 
 

Bye, Bye Blackbird 
 
Pack up all my care and woe. 
Here I go, singing low, 
Bye, bye blackbird. 
Where somebody waits for me, 
Sugar’s sweet, so is she/he, 
Bye, bye blackbird. 
No one here can love and understand me, 
Oh, what hard luck stories they all hand me. 
Make my bed and light the light, 
I’ll arrive late tonight, 
Blackbird, bye, bye. 

The Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke Folk    
Editor - Bob Pagel 

 
Printing provided by . . .  

Jim Dati - July 25 
Ben Nelson - July 25 

Bob Bachman - July 26 
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This Week’s Program 
 
Jose Lopez, Program Host for August will in-
troduce Bonita Springs Rotarian, Mark 
McCaw, who will make a presentation on the 
Bonita Springs Family Resource Center. 
 
Last Meeting 
 
President Elect Ray Faubion filling in for the 
vacationing President Fred Partin called the 
meeting to order.  The invocation was delivered 
by Hank Hochstetler, Ron Anderson led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Bill Oehler led the 4 
Way Test. Steve Krchniak conducted the  
singing of Bye, Bye Blackbird.    
 
Sunshine Report 
 
Correction: Tanya Horsten gave birth to Kas-
sandra Danielle on June 30. Last week I mis-
spelled Tanya’s name. I hope I got the baby’s 
name right. 
 
Chief Phil Kinsey thanks us for allowing him to 
speak to our club. He said, “It was truly an 
honor and privilege.” Thank you, Chief Kinsey, 
for coming to speak to us and for having a well 
trained department prepared to protect us. 
 
Visiting Rotarians and Guests 
 
District Governor Gary Israel and his guest, 
Chris Pascale. Fred Mansfield, guest of the 
absent Sue Masters. Ozzy Tello. Vince Mo-
darelli, Rotarian, Bonita Springs Noon Club. 
George Beyer guest of Stephanie Kissinger. 
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Last Week’s Program 
 
Stephanie Kissinger 
introduced Jack Wert, 
Executive Director, 
Naples, Marco Island 
and Everglades Con-
vention and Visitors 
Bureau, Paradise 
Coast. He promotes 
the area known as 
Florida’s Last Para-
dise. We learned that 
the 1.4 million visitors 
to Collier County in 
2006 spent $744 mil-
lion and had a $1.1 billion impact on our econ-
omy. Tourists paid sales and gas taxes totaling 
$74 million, which reduced the taxes on each Col-
lier County household by $547. Wert debunked 
many of the myths of tourism. Tourists do not 
cause road congestion. Seasonal residents cause 
congestion demonstrated by traffic patterns after 
Easter. He was quick to point out that seasonal 
residents are crucial to the economy of the area, 
too. More tourists all year round is his goal in or-
der to lessen the effects of fluctuations in visitors 
on the work force. His office cooperates with 
other tourism promoters, especially Lee County. 
He told us of the effort to draw more people 
through the use of websites. One is 
www.floridasgolfcoast.com aimed at golfers.  
The website of his bureau is 
www.paradisecoast.com. Tourism is definitely 
an effort by many organizations, the Hotel & 
Lodging Association, Visit Florida, Economic De-
velopment Commission, SW Florida International 
and the Naples Airport and FGCU with its Resort 
& Hospitality Program. Most important we learned 
that we don’t have a hurricane season, we have a 
windy season. Thanks, Jack! Wert!  



Clean Water Project 
 
Sandy Scoggins is heading a project for our club  
to raise funds to provide clean water to a commu-
nity in a developing country. Please join her in 
this new project. It is an excellent opportunity for 
our club to be involved internationally. 
 
Future Programs 
 
Jose Lopez, Program Chair for August will intro-
duce a series of speakers on education. 
 
August 8 - Dr. James Browder, Superintendent, 
Lee County School District. 
 
August 15 - Dr. Marci Greene - Dean, School of 
Education, Florida Gulf Coast University. 
 
August 22 -  Dr. Lou Traina, Vice President, 
Hodges University. 
 
August 29 - Dr. Carole Carpenter, Vice Presi-
dent, Ave Maria University 
 
Nancy Wycoff, Program Chair for September 
has an excellent series of speakers. 
 
September 5 -  Bill Macauley, Chief Operating 
Officer, Bonita Springs-Estero Association of 
Realtors will speak about the real estate market 
in Southwest Florida. 
 
September 12 -  Nancy Keefer, CCE, President, 
Bonita Springs Area Chamber of Commerce will 
speak about growth in the Bonita Springs area. 
 
September 19 - Richard Barber, Bonita Springs 
Post Office. 
 
September 26 - Charlie Strader, President, Bo-
nita Springs Historical Society and environmental 
advocate will talk about the society and their ef-
forts at historic preservation.  
 
 
 

Rotarian Profile 
 
Dave Shellenbarger is a 
Michigan native who be-
came a Florida resident and 
member of our Club in 
2004. After growing up on a 
farm in southern Michigan 
Dave enrolled in Michigan 
State University, where he 
graduated with a degree in 
Business-Marketing in 
1968.  Acceptance to Navy 
OCS was followed by a 1-Y 
exemption in the draft, and Dave and Kathie 
were married in January,1969.   
     
After teaching school for a year, Dave joined 
Burroughs Corporation in July, 1969 as a sales 
rep selling a new product called an electronic cal-
culator ($2,295!).  Responsibilities evolved into 
accounting and mainframe computer sales, sales, 
product, and branch management.  Corporate life 
created demands that were not attractive, and he 
joined a computer remarketing and leasing firm in 
1978 and relocated to Rochester, Michigan.  In 
1981 he started his own remarketing/leasing 
company, and evolved the business into a soft-
ware, services, and systems integration company 
in the nineties.  On June 30, 1999 the sale of the 
company was completed to a German technology 
company, and he retired at age 52. 
     
Dave and Kathie bought a seasonal home in Bo-
nita Bay in 1999 and moved into a newly con-
structed high rise building in 2002.  They have a 
beachfront condo in Holland, MI where they 
spend their summers, more closely located to 
their two sons and their families, including five 
grandchildren.  Dave and Kathie are involved in 
several community organizations and agen-
cies, including our community foundations, Hope 
Hospice, the Art League, Salvation Army, Bonita 
Partnership, and their condominium associa-
tion.   They enjoy golf, travel, fitness, socializing, 
and family, and Rotary provides a special set of 
friends and an opportunity to be part of our com-
munity in an important way. 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week $1461 

 
George Beyer, a guest 
of Stephanie Kissinger 
had the winning ticket 
and drew the Jack of 
Hearts and won $5. Of 
the 37 cards remaining 
there are 2 Aces each 
worth $100 and the 
Joker, which wins the 
pot. Our treasury in-
creased by $42. last 
week.  

 
$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 

 

The Spoke ExtraThe Spoke ExtraThe Spoke ExtraThe Spoke Extra    
    
We frequently have more than enough stories for 
our four page bulletin. We have decided to add ad-
ditional pages when necessary, but only publish 
them in the online version. If you are not online and 
would like a copy let us know and we will print one  
for you.  
 
Today’s extra page covers information about Gary 
Israel, District Governor 6960 and Steve Agius, 
Assistant District Governor 6960 Area 3. See 
pages 5 and 6 of the online version of this edition. 
 
 

Beer Barrel Polka 
 
Roll out the Barrel 
We’ll have a barrel of fun. 
Roll out the Barrel 
We’ve got the blues on the run. 
Zing! Boom! Ta-rar-el! 
Ring out a song of good cheer, 
Now’s the time to roll the barrel 
For the gang’s all here. 

The Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke Folk    
Editor - Bob Pagel 

 
Printing provided by . . .  

John Warfield -  August 2 
Steve Krchniak - August 5 
Dave Struble - August 6 
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District 6960 Governor 
Gary Israel 

Gary and Ann Marie Israel have a busy year 
ahead for them. Recently we saw them at the 
July 13th Miracle game along with 650 Rotari-
ans from the district. Gary, an accomplished 
vocalist led the singing of the National  An-
them. 
 
Here is Gary’s bio from the Rotary District 6960 
website:  
Gary is originally from southern Ohio and is still 
an avid Buckeye sports fan (Ohio State, Cincin-
nati Reds). He earned his Bachelors of Science 
from Ohio Northern University in Ada, Ohio. He 
taught English and Spanish right out of college. 
Gary spent of 22 years in the Cemetery/
Funeral industry in Sales and Marketing with 
the last 10 years specifically in Sales Training 
and Motivation. 

In 2000, at age 49, he made a huge career 
change to Retail Advertising Consultant for the 
#1 Information Source in Lee County….The 
News-Press, where he earned Outside Sales 
Executive of the Year (2001) and Most Cus-
tomer Sensitive (2001 and 2003) and a  

 

 member of the Director’s Club. 

 Due to job relocations, Gary has been an 
active member of 4 Rotary Clubs within Dis-
trict 6960 under the tutelage of the late Pete 
Cypher, PDG!! He started his Rotary career 
with the Cape Coral North Club, then to the 
Rotary Club of Palmetto in Manatee 
County, then to Charlotte Harbor and finally 
to the Rotary Club of Estero where he is a 
Charter Member. Gary has served as Presi-
dent of the Rotary Club of Estero, Deputy 
Area 2 Governor of Effective Community 
Service and of TRF and 2 years as Area 2 
Governor.  

 He has also spent many years as a facilita-
tor/discussion leader for the Sunshine Divi-
sion of the Rotary Leadership Institute and 
serves on the Executive Committee. In ad-
dition to these responsibilities, Gary also 
served as District Trainer for 2005-06 and 
also as the District Public Relations Chair, 
2005-06. Gary is a Paul Harris Fellow, 
Benefactor and charter member of the Paul 
Harris Society. 

 In October 2001, Gary and his wife Ann 
Marie were married (first time for both!) and 
they currently reside in Estero, Florida with 
their two cats Abby and Zoë 

 

  



District 6960 Assistant Governor 
Steve Agius 
 
Steve has been a 
Rotarian since 1983, 
and became in-
volved in the Rotary 
Gift of Life in District 
7260, Suffolk 
County, New York, 
in 1989. He served 
as Chairman of the 
board of directors of 
the Gift of Life until 
moving to Florida in 
1996. Steve then 
joined the Rotary 
Club of Bonita 
Springs Noon, and 
became a board member of District 6960 Gift 
of Life program. He will become President of 
this board on July 1, 2007, and is also Assis-
tant Governor for Area 3 in District 6960 for 
2007-2008. 
 
Here Steve explains the reorganization of Dis-
trict 6960. “As of July 1 2007 our District 
changed from 8 areas to 11 in order to make 
the size of the areas more manageable for the 
Assistant Governors of each area. The area 
your club is in is area 3, which consists of the 
Estero, Bonita Noon and Ft. Myers Beach 
clubs as well. There is also now a tri-level area 
leadership plan in place whereby the Assistant 
Governor has 2 Deputy Assistants. In our case, 
Gerry Myers is the Deputy Assistant Governor 
and is tied to the District Governor Elect 
Margie Cypher. This year Gerry is responsible 
for the Rotary Foundation in our area. At the 
start of the next Rotary year, when Margie be-
comes District Governor, he and the other 10 
area Deputies for the foundation all “move up" 
to the Assistant Governors position, and I am 
out. Mike Prioletti is the other Deputy in our 
area, and he is tied in with Vince Cautero who 
will be DG in 2009-2010. Next year Mike 
moves up to the slot Gerry has this year and so 
on. By the time a Rotarian becomes Assistant 
Governor under this plan, they will have had 2 
years of training as a Deputy Assistant. I think 
it's a great plan as it will really strengthen our 
District leadership by bringing in a lot of new 
fresh leaders into the District Leadership and 
they will have been well trained in the process. 

Gary Israel’s Message 
Gary Israel’s inaugural message can be found in 
its entirety at www.rotary6960.org  by clicking on 
Database and looking in the District 6960 Newslet-
ter. 

Here are some excerpts taken from the Gary’s 
message: 

District 6960 “led the way” by exceeding our goal of 
$200 per capita in annual giving to The Rotary 
Foundation, which has just completed a record 
breaking year. 

He asks all of us to make every effort to really have 
fun and enjoy Rotary by taking advantage of every 
Fellowship opportunity. 

This year Rotary International President Wilf     
Wilkinson has asked each and every one of us to 
show just how much and in how many ways       
Rotary Shares. Gary asks us to join him in sharing  
All of the Best of Rotary. 

Let’s make the best of our most advanced vehicle 
of communication...our District website/database - 
www.rotary6960.org. Please take personal re-
sponsibility to ensure your own information is 
complete, accurate and up to date. 

This year, in addition to the emphases of water, 
health and hunger, literacy and the family of Ro-
tary, the focus and major goal will be on          
MEMBERSHIP. Gary is encouraging each of us to 
make a personal commitment to sponsor at least 
one new qualified, service-minded member before 
March 31, 2008. There will be new honors and rec-
ognition for those who succeed in this endeavor. 

Learn as much about Rotary as you can, so that 
you will be able to better fulfill our motto for the 
year, Rotary Shares. 

Gary Israel asks that each of us make Rotary 
Awareness a part of who we are by asking our-
selves each day… 

Do I Love Rotary? Will I Serve Rotary? Will I 
Share Rotary? 

Gary states that once you can answer these 3 sim-
ple questions without hesitation you will have be-
come a true Rotarian!!! 

Thanks, Gary, you are a leader who we can follow.  
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This Week’s Program 
 
Jose Lopez, Program Host for August will in-
troduce Dr. James Browder, Superintendent, 
Lee County School District. Dr. Browder was 
given an Honorary Paul Harris Fellowship in 
1992 by Bonita Springs Rotary for his contribu-
tions to the community as Principal of Estero 
High School. 
 
Last Meeting 
 
President Fred Partin called the meeting to 
order.  The invocation was delivered by Doug 
Pratt, Ira Hawk led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Frank Mazzeo led the 4 Way Test. Steve 
Krchniak led us in singing of Beer Barrel 
Polka.    
 
Pueblo Bonito Camp Scholarships 

Gerry Myers and Diane Lepola representing 
the Bonita Springs Rotary Foundation pre-
sented a check for $1400 to Bill Gunnin, Chief 
Professional Officer, Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Lee County. The money will be used to provide 
summer camp scholarships to 10 children of 
Pueblo Bonito. Jose Lopez, Rotarian, Bonita 
Springs Rotary, is a member of the board of 
directors of the Partnership in Housing, which 
manages Pueblo Bonito. Thanks, Rotarians! 
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Last Week’s Program 
 
Jose Lopez, Pro-
gram Host for Au-
gust, introduced Bo-
nita Springs Assis-
tance Office Presi-
dent, Mark McCaw 
and Administrator, 
Lois Hollands, who 
made a presentation, 
“A Community Initia-
tive to Create The Bonita Springs Family Re-
source Center.”  Mark and Lois told us of the 
need for such a center in that 7 of 10 elementary 
school students are on the free/reduced price 
lunch program, 21% of current Bonita Springs 
residents ages 21 through 64 have disabilities 
and in 2004 it was determined that 25% of the 
population did not have health insurance. The 
plan is to build two buildings on a 17.11 acre par-
cel at W. Terry and Matheson Streets. The Bonita 
Springs Assistance Office Building I would have 
27,260 square feet and would provide office 
space for many 501( c) (3) organizations serving 
those in need. The Salvation Army building would 
be 20,000 square feet. Mark pointed out who 
would be served and pointed out who would not, 
too. This would not be a soup kitchen or an over-
night homeless shelter for transients. Some of the 
organizations located there would be the United 
Way of Lee County, Bonita Partnership for Com-
passion, Bonita Springs Area Housing Develop-
ment Corporation, Deaf Service of Southwest 
Florida, Department of Human Services, LARC 
(Lee County Association of Retarded Citizens), 
Lee Memorial Health Systems, Southwest Work-
force Development Board, SWFAS (Southwest 
Florida Addiction Services), and many more. Visit 
their excellent website at www.bsfrc.org. 
Thanks, Mark and Lois. 



And, nine days after 9-11, I flew to Australia for 
two weeks and extended that trip to include New 
Zealand, Thailand and Vietnam.” 
  
She transferred to Bonita Springs Rotary in 
2003.  As Social Director, she is looking for mem-
bers to come forward with suggestions and will-
ingness to get some fun social events organized 
for the club this year -- to "build good will and bet-
ter friendships!"   Rotary is one of her favorite 
charities where she feels her donations of time, 
talent and treasure($$$) get the “biggest bang” - 
locally and internationally—and help spread 
peace and goodwill throughout the world.  
 
Future Programs 
 
Jose Lopez, Program Chair for August will intro-
duce a series of speakers on education. 
 
August 15 - Dr. Marci Greene - Dean, School of 
Education, Florida Gulf Coast University. 
 
August 22 -  Dr. Lou Traina, Vice President, 
Hodges University. 
 
August 29 - Dr. Carole Carpenter, Vice Presi-
dent, Ave Maria University 
 
Nancy Wyckoff, Program Chair for September 
has an excellent series of speakers. 
 
September 5 -  Bill Macauley, Chief Operating 
Officer, Bonita Springs-Estero Association of 
Realtors will speak about the real estate market 
in Southwest Florida. 
 
September 12 -  Nancy Keefer, CCE, President, 
Bonita Springs Area Chamber of Commerce will 
speak about growth in the Bonita Springs area. 
 
September 19 - Richard Barber, Bonita Springs 
Post Office. 
 
September 26 - Charlie Strader, President, Bo-
nita Springs Historical Society and environmental 
advocate will talk about the society and their ef-
forts at historic preservation.  

Rotarian Profile 
 
Sue Masters and hus-
band Richard have been 
married 42 years and 
have  two sons --one local 
and one in Roches-
ter.  She was born and 
raised in Rochester, NY, 
and graduated from St. 
John Fisher Col-
lege in Management/
Finance.  Her career 
spans Eastman Kodak 
Co. to Commercial Prop-
erty Manage-
ment, President of the Chamber of Commerce, 
and 1st woman elected to serve as Supervisor of 
Irondequoit - a suburban town with 58,000 popu-
lation, 2 school districts, 5 fire districts, $16 mil-
lion budget and 300 employees.  
  
In 1994, she was 1st woman invited to join the 
Irondequoit Rotary, where she served as Director 
Int'l Services and a enjoyed a Rotary Friendship 
Exchange to India for 4 weeks, staying with fami-
lies and seeing lots of Rotary Humanitarian Pro-
jects.  Sue helped establish Int'l Sister City links 
with Poltava, Ukraine, and Pescara, Italy and her 
town.   She says her most treasured Rotary 
memories:  “Helping to save a young girl's life in 
Ukraine. The girl needed a pacemaker replaced - 
and is still keeping in touch with her 11 years 
later; when my first grandchild became our club's 
youngest Paul Harris Fellow -- at 9 weeks 
old;  maintaining perfect attendance since joining 
Rotary 13 years ago -- including make-ups 
around the world.”   
  
She retired, bought in Bonita Springs in 1999 -- 
just in time to celebrate Bonita's incorporation as 
a City!   She states that the best part of retire-
ment:  “Living in "Paradise" and enjoying my first 
Grandchild, Caitlyn - who is a native Bonitan, 
born Aug. 14, 2006!  Travel is also a highlight -- 
In 2001 I was out of the country 13 weeks --
traveling to France, Belgium and Denmark to visit 
former foreign exchange students; a week in Italy.  



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week $1495 

 
John Spear had the win-
ning ticket and drew the 
Seven of Diamonds and 
won $5. Of the 36 cards 
remaining there are 2 
Aces each worth $100 
and the Joker, which wins 
the pot. Our treasury in-
creased by $34. last 
week.  

 
 

$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 
 

 
Announcements 
 
Sandy Scoggins is looking for a few more people 
to join her, Roger Brunswick and Bob Pagel on 
the Clean Water Project. 
 
Shelter Box USA informed us that our donated 
shelter box went to Pakistan. 
 
The Spoke Extra The Spoke Extra The Spoke Extra The Spoke Extra -  See page 5 of the online 
version to learn about the Bonita Springs Noon Ro-
tary Club’s Tom Barr Golf Classic benefiting col-
lege bound local graduates to be held on Saturday, 
September 15. 

The Band Played On 
 
Casey would waltz with a 
   strawberry blonde, 
And the band played on. 
He’d glide ‘cross the floor 
With the girl he adored 
And the band played on. 
His brain was so loaded 
It nearly exploded the poor girl would shake 
with  
  alarm. 
He married the girl with the strawberry curls, 
And the band played on. 
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This Week’s Program 
 
 Jose Lopez, Program Host for August, will 
introduce Dr. Marci Greene, Dean, School of 
Education, Florida Gulf Coast University. 
 
Last Week  
 

President Fred Partin called the meeting to 
order.  The invocation was delivered by 
Doug Pratt, Hank Hochstetler led us in the 
Pledge of Allegiance, Debbie Metzger led 
the 4-Way Test and Frank Krchniak led us 
in singing a “new” old song, The Band 
Played On. 
 
Hospital Report 
 

Rotarian Jack Blake is now recuperating at 
home after being hospitalized in Germany.  
He became ill last month while on an Euro-
pean river cruise with wife Lynn.  Was taken 
from the ship in Koblenz and spent four days 
in the hospital there before being able to re-
join the tour.   
 
Kathy Fredrickson, wife of our immediate 
past president, Dick Fredrickson, had suc-
cessful surgery in Cincinnati last Tuesday to 
repair a crushed vertebra suffered in a recent 
fall at their cottage in Canda. 
  Rather than placing her in the traditional 
body cast, doctors used a new procedure in 
which they inserted a balloon into the verte-
bra through a tiny tube, pressurized the bal-
loon to expand the vertebra to its original 
size, then forced a special cement into the 
cavity to hold it in place.  They will remain at 
her daughter’s in Cincinnati for post-
operative rehabilitation. 

 
Superintendent Is Speaker 
 

Dr. James Browder, 
Superintendent of the 
Lee County School 
System, rev iewed 
some of the challenges 
our schools face at the 
meeting last week.  
Introduced by Program 
Chair, Jose Lopez, Dr, Browder said that 
many of the problems relate to the rapid 
growth and the movement of families within 
the district. 
     He said that in addition to the net growth 
of about 3,000 students when schools open 
this month, another 9,000 students will be in 
different schools because their families have 
relocated from one part of the county to an-
other.  When he came here 35 years ago 
enrollment was about 16,000.  Now it is 
about 82,000.  Five new schools will be built 
this year and at least four more next year. 
     The “class size” amendment, he warned 
will have serious consequences.  Not only 
may it bankrupt the state with the cost of 
erecting new school buildings, but is already 
causing a “huge” shortage of qualified school 
teachers.  This past year, Lee County was 
unable to fill 50 teaching positions.  It will get 
worse, he said, because colleges are not 
turning out teachers in sufficient numbers to 
fill the need. 
      Dr. Browder expressed his pride in the 
district’s teachers and what they are accom-
plishing. Good teachers have a powerful in-
fluence on the lives of children that lasts for-
ever.  “Thank a teacher for what he or she is 
doing for our community,” he said. 



 Future Programs 
 

Next week, August 22, Jose Lopez, pro-
gram chair for August will introduce Dr. Lou 
Traina, Vice President, Hodges University.  
Hodges University is the new name of the 
institution formerly known as International 
College. 
 
Dr. Carole Carpenter, Vice President, on 
the new Ava Maria University, is scheduled 
to be our speaker on August 29.      
 
Bill Macauley, Chief Operating Officer of 
the Bonita-Estero Associaation of Realtors 
wil be here on September 5 to report on the 
market in Southwest Florida. 
Large Turnout for Shots 
 
The “Back to 
S c h o o l ” 
“Shots for 
Tots” clinic 
last Tuesday 
evening was 
the most 
successful in 
s e v e r a l 
years. 
     An estimated 150 immunizations were 
administered to seventy-four children. 
    This program, now in its 13th year is a 
joint effort of our club in cooperation with 
the First Presbyterian Church and the Lee 
County Health Department. Since its begin-
ning in January 1995, approximately 11,500 
immunizations against childhood disease 
have been given to help protect the health 
of children in our area. 
    Our clinic, as it has been over the years, 
continues to be the most successful one 
operated by the Health Department.  More 
than 50 Rotarians and their spouses have 
contributed thousands of hours of volunteer 
service to make it all possible. 

Our Schools Are A Big Business 
 
With more than 11,000 employees, the Lee 
County School System is the largest em-
ployer south of St. Petersburg.  Annual 
budget for operations and new school con-
struction is $1.7 million. 
     There are 101 schools serving 82,000 
students, making the system among the top 
50 in the United States.  Ninth in Florida. 
     Because one-half of the students are 
from families below the poverty level, the 
system serves 10 million meals a year  — 
2.8 million breakfasts and 7.2 million 
lunches.   
     The system has 700 buses traveling 
about 75,000 miles a day transporting 
46,000 students to and from school.  Buses 
are now fitted with a GPS device which al-
lows the district to track location, speed, 
time at each stop, etc., of each bus. 
     Students represent 159 countries and 
speak 98 different languages.  More than 
8,000 are “limited English proficient.” 
     More than 10,000 volunteers regularly 
contribute hundreds of thousands of hours 
of service in our schools.  In addition to 
value of their personal attention and care, 
this translates to a $15 million contribution. 
     
Proud To Be Paul Harris Fellow 
 

Dr. Browder expressed again his apprecia-
tion for the recognition our Rotary Club 
gave to him fifteen years ago when it con-
tributed $1,000 to the Rotary International 
Foundation in his name to designate him as 
a Paul Harris Fellow. 
     At the time he was serving as the first 
principal of Estero High School, and the 
award was given in recognition of his many 
contributions to our community.  He said 
that as he has moved through various as-
signments in the meantime, he has always 
been proud of that award.  



Battle Hymn Of The Republic  
 

Mine eyes have seen the glory 
of the coming of the Lord; 
He is trampling out the vintage 
where the grapes of wrath are stor’d; 
He hath loos’d the fateful lightning  
of His terrible swift sword; 
His truth is marching on. 
 

 Chorus: 
 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! 
His truth is marching on. 

 
 

 Mark Lewis  -  August 15 
Mark Petrites  - August 18 

Paul Lotz  - August 21 

The Spoke Folk 
Editor — Bob Pagel 

Issue Editor —  Ira Hawk 

The 4The 4The 4The 4----Way TestWay TestWay TestWay Test    
Of things se think, say or do,Of things se think, say or do,Of things se think, say or do,Of things se think, say or do,    

    

Is it the TRUTH?Is it the TRUTH?Is it the TRUTH?Is it the TRUTH?    
Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED?Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED?Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED?Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED?    
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Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNEDWill it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNEDWill it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNEDWill it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED????    

Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday! 

Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

$$$$ 50/50 $$$$ 
This Week $1553 

Frank Mazzeo had the wining ticket, but 
drew only the two of clubs.  He won $5, but 
two aces (worth 
$100 each) and 
the joker for the 
jackpot await a 
future winner! 
$1 buys a ticket, 
3 for $2, 10 for 
$5, 25 for $10. 
THE BIG WINNER 
EVERY WEEK IS THE RI FOUNDATION! 

Noon Club Sets Golf Classic 
 
Rotarians are invited to play in the 9th an-
nual Tom Barr Golf Classic on Saturday, 
September 15 at the Palmira Golf Club.  
The tournament will benefit the Noon Rotary 
Club’s Scholarship Fund. 
     Tickets for golf and lunch are $80, lunch 
only $25.  Hole sponsorships are available 
for $100. 
 

What is Rotary? 
 

An organization of 1.2 million business and 
professional leaders.  More than 165 coun-
tries.  Providing humanitarian service.  
Building goodwill and peace in the world! 
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This Week’s Program 
 
Jose Lopez, Program Host for August will in-
troduce Dr. Lou Traina, Vice President, 
Hodges University, Naples. 
 
Last Meeting 
 
President Fred Partin called the meeting to 
order.  The invocation was delivered by Bob 
Lorenz, Ed Houck led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. Stephanie Kissinger led the 4 Way 
Test. Steve Krchniak led us in singing the 
Battle Hymn of the Republic. 
 
Visiting Rotarians and Guests 
 
Maria Drumm, guest of Nancy Ross, Bryan 
Dowd, guest of Stephanie Kissinger, Brad 
Collins, guest of Ken King. Visiting  Rotarians, 
Keith Merrill, Rotary Regular, Huntsville Ohio, 
in town for a few days, and John LeVoy, South 
Fort Myers. 
 
Softball Challenge 
 
The Bonita Springs Noon Rotary Club has 
challenged our club to a softball game, which 
will be held at 8 PM on Saturday, October 13 at 
the Bonita Springs Recreation Center. If you 
are interested please see Fred Partin.   
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Last Week’s Program 

 
Dr. Marci Greene, 
Ed. D., Professor 
and Dean of the Col-
lege of Education at 
Florida Gulf Coast 
University was intro-
duced by Jose Lo-
pez, Program Host 
for the Month of Au-
gust. Dr. Greene 
recounted the 
growth and maturity 
of the university, 
since it was founded 

in 1997. The campus is now made up of over 60 
buildings and is still growing. She praised the 
various civic organizations such as Rotary that 
have supported the university in its endeavors. 
She told of interesting programs such as the First 
Generation Grants, which are given to students, 
who are the first of their families to ever attend 
college. The university has established a gradu-
ate program. Dr. Greene stressed the importance 
to teachers of having a doctorate degree in that 
the degree enables the teacher to progress 
though the pay scale steps in addition to offering 
their students the knowledge gained in the educa-
tional process. Dr. Greene told of the valued co-
operation from Lee County Superintendent of 
Schools, Dr. James Browder, who was our 
speaker two weeks ago. She told how minority 
enrollment has doubled since 2001 and now av-
erages around 20%. She told us about SERVES, 
Supports Encouragement Resources Vital to Suc-
cess, a mentoring program for teachers in which  
Rotarians could get involved. Watch for Commu-
nity Day, an open house at FGCU on Saturday, 
October 27. Learn more at the College of Educa-
tion website www.coe.fgcu.edu. 



Future Programs 
 
Jose Lopez, Program Chair for August will intro-
duce a series of speakers on education. 
 
August 29 - Dr. Carole Carpenter, Vice Presi-
dent, Ave Maria University 
 
Nancy Wyckoff, Program Chair for September 
has an excellent series of speakers. 
 
September 5 -  Bill Macauley, Chief Operating 
Officer, Bonita Springs-Estero Association of 
Realtors will speak about the real estate market 
in Southwest Florida. 
 
September 12 -  Nancy Keefer, CCE, President, 
Bonita Springs Area Chamber of Commerce will 
speak about growth in the Bonita Springs area. 
 
September 19 - Richard Barber, Bonita Springs 
Post Office. 
 
September 26 - Charlie Strader, President, Bo-
nita Springs Historical Society and environmental 
advocate will talk about the society and their ef-
forts at historic preservation.  
 
Let’s Get Acquainted 
 
A good way for us to learn about each other is to 
volunteer a biographical sketch of who you are for 
the Rotarian Profile feature of The SpokeThe SpokeThe SpokeThe Spoke.  
Send it to me, Bob Pagel, at       
bob4rotary@msn.com. Send your picture along 
with it or I will take a picture at a meeting. Include 
in your bio, information about where you went to 
school, about your family, your occupation, your 
involvement past and present in Rotary and a bit 
about your other interests. Thanks for making 
your Rotary newsletter an interesting read. 
 
 

Ben Nelson Inducted 
 
John Mathes intro-
duced Ben Nelson, 
who he proposed to 
Bonita Springs Ro-
tary. Ben’s roots are 
deep in Southwest 
Florida. His grand-
parents home-
steaded on Pine Is-
land in the 1920s 
where his father was 
born. Ben’s parents 
moved their family to 
Bonita Springs in 
1959 where they 

owned a hardware store for many years. Ben has 
owned and operated Nelson Marine Construction 
since 1981. He builds sea walls, docks and boat 
lifts. Ben and his wife Lori have three adult chil-
dren. Ben has served on the board of directors of 
Bonita Springs Utilities for 10 years, 3 of them as 
president. He is in his seventh year as a Council-
man for District 6 in the City of Bonita Springs 
and is currently running for mayor. He has been a 
member of the Bonita Springs Chamber of Com-
merce for 25 years. John Mathes, thank you for 
proposing Ben for membership. Ben, welcome 
aboard or welcome ashore, whichever, but be 
sure to use a dock built by Nelson Marine Con-
struction. 
 
Tom Barr Golf Classic 
 
The 9th Annual Tom Barr Golf Classic at Palmira 
Golf Club on Saturday, September 15, 2007 
benefiting college bound local high School gradu-
ates is a Rotary project by Rotary Club of Bonita 
Springs Noon. See the August 8 online version of    
The Spoke Extra The Spoke Extra The Spoke Extra The Spoke Extra for an entry blank or con-
tact Rod Mease, 239-659-0099 or R J Hoeft, 
239-777-6623. 

 
 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week $1584 

 
Jim Dati had the win-
ning ticket and drew 
the Seven of Spades 
and won $5. Of the 34 
cards remaining there 
are 2 Aces each worth 
$100 and the Joker, 
which wins the pot. 
The Rotary Founda-
tion gained $31 last 
week.  

 
 

$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 

 
 

The Happy Wanderer 
By Antonia Ridge 
 
 1’ I love to go awandering, 
Along the mountain track, 
And as I go I love to sing, 
My knapsack on my back. 
Valderi, valdera, valderi, 
Valdera, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, 
Valderi, Valdera, 
My knapsack on my back. 
 
 2. I wave my hat to all I meet, 
And they wave back to me, 
And blackbirds call so loud and sweet 
From ev’ry greenwood tree. 
Valderi, valdera, valderi, 
Valdera, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, 
Valderi, Valdera, 
From ev’ry greenwood tree. 
 
 3. Oh, may I go awandering, 
Until the day I die. 
Oh, may I always laugh and sing 
Beneath God’s clear blue sky 
Valderi, valdera, valderi, 
Valdera, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, 
Valderi, Valdera, 
Beneath God’s clear blue sky! 
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This Week’s Program 
 
Jose Lopez, Program Host for August will in-
troduce Dr. Carole Carpenter, Vice President, 
Ave Maria University. 
 
Last Meeting 
 
President Fred Partin called the meeting to 
order.  The invocation was delivered by Kenny 
King, Diane Lepola led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. Guy Quinn led the 4 Way Test. Steve 
Krchniak led us in singing the The Happy 
Wanderer. 
 
Visiting Rotarians and Guests 
 
Ugo Assi, a native of Milan, Italy, was the 
guest of Roger Brunswick, Bryan Dowd, na-
tive of Iowa, guest of Stephanie Kissinger, 
and Roman Horoszewski. 
 
Softball Challenge 
 
The Bonita Springs Noon Rotary Club has 
challenged our club to a softball game, which 
will be held at 8 PM on Saturday, October 13 at 
the Bonita Springs Recreation Center. If you 
are interested please see Fred Partin.  
 
The Rotary Foundation 
 
Gerry Myers reports that last year our club 
contributed $148/member to the foundation. 
Our goal this year is $250/member. A full report 
on the District 6960 meeting held in Port Char-
lotte this month and attended by Gerry and 
Jim Dati will be made in this publication soon. 
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Last Week’s Program 
 
Jose Lopez, Program 
Host for August, intro-
duced Dr. Lou Traina, 
Vice President of Univer-
sity Advancement at 
Hodges University 
(formerly International 
College) and the Execu-
tive Director of the Uni-
versity Foundation. Dr. 
Traina told us of the 
“Culture of Positive 
Change” at Hodges. He said that this was the 
third time that he has spoken to our club. He 
enlightened us with information that many of us 
did not know, such as the fact that the average 
age of the Hodges students is 31. Hodges is a 
university catering to fulltime working people, who 
want to advance their careers, which accounts for 
an average age much higher than most colleges. 
However, Dr. Traina was quick to point out that 
the 19 year old population at the school has had 
a 40% increase. The students can attend school 
year round. The faculty has 12 month, not 8 
month contracts. Students can attend school 24/7 
in that many courses are blended or hybrids, 
classroom and online. Students can submit pa-
pers electronically and they are graded electroni-
cally. A new doctorate program in business ad-
ministration will be added soon. The current en-
rollment is 2,000, 69% are female. Hodges ranks 
in the top 10 universities in the US in serving the 
Hispanic community, 25% of the students are 
Hispanic. The schools at Hodges are the School 
of Allied Health, the Kenneth Oscar Johnson 
School of Business, the School of Professional 
Studies and the School of Technology. To learn 
more about Hodges and its service to SW Florida 
visit www.hodges.edu. 



Tom oversaw the growth and servicing of Reston 
as it grew from its early inception to a city of over 
50,000 population by the early 1990’s. 
 
Tom has been a member of our club for the past 
five years and says that he believes that this is 
the BEST Rotary club he has ever had the pleas-
ure to be associated with! Tom you are a Rotar-
ian responsible for making us the Rotary Club 
that we are. 
 
Future Programs 
 
Nancy Wyckoff, Program Host for September 
has an excellent series of speakers. 
 
September 5 -  Bill Macauley, Chief Operating 
Officer, Bonita Springs-Estero Association of 
Realtors will speak about the real estate market 
in Southwest Florida. 
 
September 12 -  Nancy Keefer, CCE, President, 
Bonita Springs Area Chamber of Commerce will 
speak about growth in the Bonita Springs area. 
 
September 19 - Richard Barber, Bonita Springs 
Post Office. 
 
September 26 - Charlie Strader, President, Bo-
nita Springs Historical Society and environmental 
advocate will talk about the society and their ef-
forts at historic preservation.  
 
Stephanie Kissinger Succeeds     
Debbie Metzger 

Steve McIntosh in seeking someone to be our 
leader for the Interact Club/S4TL at Estero High 
School and to succeed Debbie Metzger asked 
for a volunteer last week. Stephanie Kissinger 
volunteered. Thanks, Stephanie, you are the right 
person for that position. Thanks, Debbie, for a job 
well done. 

Are you a RINO? Rotarian in name only? Isn’t it 
time to follow Stephanie’s example and get in-
volved. 

Rotarian Profile 
 
Tom Burgess has 
been a Rotarian for 
over thirty years 
and is married to 
Leslie.  They have 
been married for 
forty-four years.  
Tom and Leslie 
have three grown 
children who live in 
Portland (OR), 
Denver and the 
Washington, DC 
area.  Tom and 
Leslie’s biggest 
challenge in their lives right now is trying to work 
out the logistics of getting to see their kids and 
grandchildren often enough. 
Tom’s prior Rotary service includes membership 
in the Rotary Clubs of Winchester, KY, Reston, 
VA, Sun City Center, FL and, of course, the Ro-
tary Club of Bonita Springs.  Tom is a past presi-
dent of the Rotary Club of Reston and is working 
on his third Paul Harris Fellow designation.  Tom 
currently serves as chairman of Rotary Informa-
tion for out club and, as such, leads the new 
member orientation program for all prospective 
members of our club.  He has also served on our 
club’s board of directors and is currently on the 
board of the club’s foundation. 
Tom has a master’s degree in city management 
and has spent parts of his career in both the pub-
lic and the private sectors.  For the past over 
thirty years he has specialized in the manage-
ment of large master-planned communities.  In 
his current employment, Tom serves as general 
manager of community operations for Bonita Bay 
where he is responsible for security & access to 
the community, maintenance, landscaping, storm 
water management, roads, parks, beach opera-
tions and community activities for the Bonita Bay 
residents. 
Prior to moving to Florida, Tom was executive 
vice president and general manager for Reston, 
Virginia, one of the country’s first and largest 
master-planned new communities.   



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

 

$$$50/50$$$ 
Ira Hawk Wins $1584 

 
Hooray for Ira Hawk. 
He pulled the joker 
out of the 34 remain-
ing cards and is the 
big winner. This week 
we are back to draw-
ing for $500. You will 
win that if you have 
the winning ticket and 
draw the Joker. Each 
of the 4 aces is worth $100. Half of the money 
raised goes to the Rotary Foundation. Join the 
fun.  $1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for 
$10 

 
Welcome, Ozzy Tello 

 
Guy Quinn proposed Ozzy. 
He was inducted into our 
club last week. We will be 
featuring Ozzy in a future 
issue in the Rotarian Profile, 
so that we can get ac-
quainted. We feature both 
new and long time mem-
bers. Send your bio to 
bob4rotary@msn.com. 

I’m Looking Over  
            A Four Leaf Clover 
 
I’m looking over a four leaf clover  
That I overlooked before. 
One leaf is sunshine, the second is rain, 
Third is the roses that grow in the lane, 
No need explaining, the one remaining 
Is somebody I adore. 
 
I’m looking over a four leaf clover 
That I overlooked before 

The Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke Folk    
Editor - Bob Pagel 
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Rotary Mastercard 
 
See Fred Partin for details. So far the Rotary 
Foundation has received $5 million as a result 
of Rotarians choosing this credit card.  
             What’s In Your Wallet? 
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This Week’s Program 
 
Nancy Wyckoff, Program Host for September 
will introduce Carla Ulakovic, District 6960 
Ambassadorial Scholar for 2005-06 to Bond 
University in Queensland, Australia where she 
received her masters degree. Carla will share 
with us her experiences as a scholar and tell of 
the value added to her life as a result of receiv-
ing the scholarship. 
 
Last Meeting 
 
President Fred Partin called the meeting to 
order.  The invocation was delivered by Martha 
Erickson, Gil Urick led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. Rex Sims led the 4 Way Test. Steve 
Krchniak led us in singing I’ve Been Working 
on the Railroad. 
 
Visiting Guests 
 
Bryan Dowd, guest of Stephanie Kissinger, 
and Roman Horoszewski, and Fred Mans-
field guest of Sue Masters. 
 
Softball Challenge 
 
The Bonita Springs Noon Rotary Club has 
challenged our club to a softball game, which 
will be held at 8 PM on Saturday, October 13 at 
the Bonita Springs Recreation Center. If you 
are interested please see Sue Masters. This is 
an opportunity to recruit younger people to not 
only join our softball team, but also to join our 
club. Remember, we have our most important 
project coming up where there will be some 
heavy lifting. You know what I am talking 
about. Recruit! Recruit! Recruit! 
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Last Week’s Program 
 
Nancy Wyckoff, our 
Program Host for Sep-
tember introduced 
Nancy Keefer, Bonita 
Springs Noon Rotarian 
and no stranger to our 
club and known per-
sonally by many, which 
was obvious by the 
numbers of her friends 
greeting her with hugs. 
She speaks to our club 
every year in an effort 
to bring us up to date on what is happening in the 
Bonita Springs area. We learned that despite the 
slow down in the economy nationally the econ-
omy locally is still healthy although not as boom-
ing as in the near past. We learned that the 
chamber office has 40,000 visitors in a year. The 
Bonita Springs Chamber of Commerce is certified 
as one of the few accredited chambers of com-
merce in the US. One of the goals for the near 
future is to increase the percentage of voter turn-
out. Currently it is at a dismal 17%. Nancy says 
that the median age is dropping and now is at 
age 50 in Bonita Springs. The Bonita Springs 
Chamber of Commerce membership is down 
from a high of 1300 members to 1200 and a third 
of those dropping out had gone out of business. A 
sign of the economic times. Unemployment in the 
area is at 2.6%, which is about half of the national 
average. One of the problems facing employers is 
the lack of available workers. And, one of the rea-
sons is that old bugaboo that we have heard 
talked about by many of our speakers, “affordable 
housing.” Workers will not come here if they can-
not afford to live near work. The bad news. Resi-
dential building permits through August are at 77. 
Last year they were at 376. (See next page) 



Bonita Springs Noon Rotary Moving 
 
According to Tom Burgess the Noon Club is 
moving to Spanish Wells Country Club. Hooray  
for our friends in the Noon Club. 
 
Future Programs 
 
Nancy Wyckoff, Program Host for September 
will introduce the following people. 
 
September 19 - Richard Barber, Bonita Springs 
Post Office. 
 
September 26 - Charlie Strader, President, Bo-
nita Springs Historical Society and environmental 
advocate will talk about the society and their ef-
forts at historic preservation. 
 
Don Manley, Program Host for October will pre-
sent the following programs. 
 
October 3 - Don Manley will make a presentation 
on The Wheelchair Foundation and how the foun-
dation donates wheelchairs in Third World coun-
tries. 
 
October 10 - Stan Kujawa will speak on MESA, 
Medical Equipment Supplies Abroad a project by 
Rotary District 660, Northwest Ohio. Used medi-
cal equipment is donated, reconditioned and 
shipped around the world. 
 
October 17 - Dr. Jim Kutsch, PHD will speak on 
the Seeing Eye Dog program on the raising, train-
ing and placement of the dogs. 
 
Rotarian Profile 

Please submit your bios and we’ll take your pic-
ture. We want to learn about you. 

Publicize Your Good Works 

Please take your candle out from under your 
bushel basket. Let the light shine on your project. 

According to Nancy there is good news. During 
the same time period, Commercial permits were 
up to 46 compared to 24 last year. This is a sign 
that businesspeople have faith that the economy 
will turn around. One thing that is of great con-
cern to the Chamber of Commerce and its mem-
bers is the Hometown Democracy Referendum 
movement, which if passed could cause chaos 
within the business community. Instead of trusting 
the local elected officials to make the right deci-
sions, many issues would have to go to referen-
dum and there would be a large percentage of 
voters, who would vote to block any change in the 
community. Hometown Democracy has a nice 
sound to it, but is it best for everyone? The Bonita 
Chamber of Commerce will be involved in educat-
ing voters. Thanks, Nancy Wyckoff for introduc-
ing Nancy Keefer. We hope to hear your report 
next year and that you will bring us news that our 
business climate has had an upswing. For more 
information go to: 
www.BonitaSpringsChamber.com. 
 
Shots for Tots 
 
Ira Hawk reported that he and his wife, Clarice, 
and Bob Lorenz helped 30 families receive their 
most important immunizations. After counting all 
of the shots for August they learned that there 
were 189 given at that event. WOW!!! Ira Hawk 
and your team makes us proud to be Bonita 
Springs Rotarians.  
 
The Dictionary Project 
 
“Many hands make light work” or is it “Many 
hands make work light.”  Anyway, see Fred 
Partin to volunteer to hand out dictionaries in our 
local elementary schools. The schools, dates and 
times will be announced shortly. It is reported that 
this project is a most pleasant experience for par-
ticipating Rotarians. This past Saturday Rotarians 
Sue Masters, Bill Oehler, Martha Erickson, and 
Bob Lorenz helped by working to place labels 
identifying our club as the donor on the dictionar-
ies. Thank you, Rotarians. 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week’s Big Prize: $500 

 
Bob Lorenz pulled 
the lowest card in 
the deck, the 2 of 
Clubs, and took 
home $5. Of the 51 
cards remaining 
there are 4 aces 
each worth $100 
and the Joker which 
wins you the pot if 
drawn. The Rotary 
Foundation gained $51. this past week due to 
your generosity. 
 
$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 

 
 
Sunshine Report 
 
It is great to see our friend and fellow Rotarian, 
Jack Blake back amongst us. Jack took ill while 
on a trip to Europe. What a way to do research on 
National Health Care. Welcome Back, Jack! 
 

America, The Beautiful 
O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain. 
America!  America! 
God shed his grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea. 
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Bob Pagel - September 17 
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This Week’s Program 
 
Nancy Wyckoff, Program Host for September 
will introduce Richard Barber, Postmaster, 
Bonita Springs Post Office. 
 
Last Meeting 
 
President Fred Partin called the meeting to 
order.  The invocation was delivered by Doug 
Pratt, Dave Edwards led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. Dan Dietz led the 4 Way Test. Steve 
Krchniak recruited an ensemble to lead the 
club in singing America, The Beautiful. The 
ensemble sang the first verse and then the en-
tire club joined in repeating it in honor of Patri-
ots’ Day. 
 
Goodbye, Dan Dietz! 
 
Our best wishes go with Dan Dietz as he 
opens a dental practice in Port Charlotte. 
 
Visiting Rotarians and Guests 
 
Gary Israel, District 6960 Governor, Bill Hise, 
RR from Hayward, WI. Skip Lepola, guest of 
Diane Lepola, Jeff Manz, guest of Ben Nel-
son and Roman Horoszewski, guest of Sue 
Masters. 
 
Family Picnic Saturday 9/29/07 
 
Sue Masters says, “Bring your spouse, friend, 
children and grandchildren to this event, which 
starts at 9:30 AM at the Bonita Bay Beach.” 
Adults $15, kids are free. You can catch a shut-
tle at Bonita Bay or park nearby and walk. 
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Last Week’s Program 
 

Carla Ulakovic, Rotary 
District 6960 Ambassa-
dorial Scholar for 2005-
06 was introduced by 
Nancy Wyckoff. Carla 
then proceeded to tell us 
of her going to Australia 
and earning her masters 
degree in Public Rela-
tions at Bond University 
in Queensland, Austra-
lia. She has delivered 18 
speeches at this point 
regarding her experi-

ence. She has Rotarian blood flowing through her 
veins and she wowed us by volunteering to serve 
on one of our committees. Her work as a special 
project coordinator for the East County Water 
District located in Lehigh would fit very well with 
Sandy Scoggins’ new Clean Water Project. 
Carla shared with us the scope of the Rotary In-
ternational Ambassadorial Scholarship Program, 
which was established in 1947. It is the largest 
privately funded international scholarship pro-
gram in the world. It is dedicated to international 
understanding and goodwill. To date there have 
been 37,000 scholars. In 2005-06 there were 800 
participants. We anxiously await the time when 
Carla can join Rotary. 
 
Next Week’s Program 
 
Nancy Wyckoff, Program Host for September, 
will introduce Charlie Strader, President, Bonita 
Springs Historical Society and environmental ad-
vocate who will talk about the society and their 
efforts at historic preservation. 



President Fred Partin announced the establish-
ment of the Clean Water Project to be headed by 
Sandy Scoggins.  Fred told us that that 20% of 
the world’s population does not have clean water 
and that 6,000 people die each day from dis-
eases the result of contaminated water. The com-
mittee is studying how to fund the project and in 
what country we will be involved. Contact Sandy 
to get involved or to contribute funds, which will 
multiply through matching funds programs. 
 
The Dictionary Project 
Bill Oehler, Bob Lorenz, and Martha Erickson 
are shown applying the 4 Way Test labels to the 
dictionaries to be given to local elementary school 
students on Dictionary Day, October 5. District 

6960 Governor Gary Israel reports that over 100 
Rotarians representing 14 Lee County Rotary 
Clubs were involved in placing the labels in the 
dictionaries. You will be asked to participate on 
October 5. Be ready to volunteer. 
 
 Jim O’Leary Updates Website 
 
Go to www.bonitaspringsrotary.org to check 
out our updated website. Thanks, Jim, for all of 
your hard work. If you have missed any issues of   
The SpokeThe SpokeThe SpokeThe Spoke. You can find them on the website 
thanks to Jim. 

Rotarian Profile 
 
Diane Lepola has over 
30 years experience in 
the financial services 
industry.  She was born 
and raised in Itta Bena, 
Mississippi.  She began 
her career in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, and 
moved to Southwest 
Florida in 1991.  She 
was an education major 
at Louisiana State Uni-
versity and is also a 

graduate of National Graduate Trust School.  She 
is a Vice president and Financial Advisor with 
Morgan Stanley in Bonita Springs, where her fo-
cus is on estate planning, financial planning, taxa-
tion, and investment strategies for high net worth 
individuals.   She has been a member of our club 
since 1995. 
 
Diane and her husband, Skip (former member of 
our club), along with their Shih Tzu’s, Beethoven 
and Patsy Cline, live in Bonita Springs.  As a 
member of our club she has served as Social 
Chair, Director, and as President.  She currently 
serves on the Foundation Board as Trustee. 
Diane Lepola is a Rotarian who practices 
“Service Above Self.”  She is an example for all of 
us. Thanks, Diane! 
 
Clean Water Project 

Sandy Scoggins, project chair, center, is flanked 
by project members, Bob Pagel, Linda Ritzert, 
Roger Brunswick and Paul Van Valkenburg. 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week’s Big Prize: $500 

 
Peter Zahner drew 
the 9 of Hearts to 
win $5. Of the 50 
cards remaining 
there are 4 aces 
each worth $100 
and the Joker which 
wins you the pot if 
drawn. The Rotary 
Foundation gained 
$51. this past week 
due to your gener-
osity. 
 
$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 

 
 
Softball Challenge Reminder 
 
The Bonita Springs Noon Rotary Club has chal-
lenged our club to a softball game, which will be 
held at 8 PM on Saturday, October 13 at the Bo-
nita Springs Recreation Center. If you are inter-
ested please see Sue Masters. At this time 11 of 
our club have signed up. If you cannot play, please 
come and cheer.  
 
 

Give My Regards To Broadway 
   G. M. Cohan 
 
Give my regards to Broadway; 
Remember me to Herald Square. 
Tell all the gang at Forty-Second Street 
That I will soon be there. 
Tell them of how I’m yearning 
To mingle with the old time throng. 
Give my regards to old Broadway 
And say that I’ll be there ‘eer long. 
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Ed Houck - September 21 

Fred Partin - September 24 
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This Week’s Program 
 
Nancy Wyckoff, Program Host for September 
will introduce Charlie Strader, President, Bo-
nita Springs Historical Society and environ-
mental advocate who will talk about the society 
and their efforts at historic preservation. 
  
Last Meeting 
 
President Fred Partin called the meeting to 
order.  The invocation was delivered by Hank 
Hochstetler, Steve McIntosh led the Pledge 
of Allegiance. Harv Humphrey led the 4 Way 
Test. Steve Krchniak gave credit to George M. 
Cohan for this 100+ year old song,  Give My 
Regards to Broadway.  
 
Visiting Rotarians and Guests 
 
Roman Horoszewski and Fred Mansfield 
guests of Sue Masters, and Bryan Dowd, 
guest of Stephanie Kissinger. 
 
Family Beach Party 9/29/07 
 
Sue Masters says, “Bring your spouse, friend, 
children and grandchildren to this event, which 
starts at 9:30 AM at the Bonita Bay Beach.” 
Adults $15 kids, are free. You can catch a shut-
tle at Bonita Bay or park nearby and walk. See 
The Spoke ExtraThe Spoke ExtraThe Spoke ExtraThe Spoke Extra online for details. 
 
Christmas Tree Project 2007        
    
See Ron Anderson’s article in The Spoke The Spoke The Spoke The Spoke 
ExtraExtraExtraExtra online this week. 

Rotary Club of Bonita Springs 
 

                                            September 26, 2007 
Last Week’s Program 

 
Richard Barber, Bo-
nita Springs Postmas-
ter was introduced by 
Nancy Wyckoff, Pro-
gram Host for Sep-
tember. Richard is a 
native of the Bronx, 
that’s Bronx, N.Y., 
where else. There is a 
lot of interest in what 
the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice does, which was 
indicated by the num-
ber of questions 

asked at the end of the presentation. Richard 
started with the Post Office by working on the 
dock and he worked his way up the ladder. He 
has lived in Bonita Springs for 35 years. He takes 
pride in operating a very efficient organization 
that operated 2% under budget last year. He 
leads 90 workers providing service to 33,611 
stops daily. Last year his team delivered 97 mil-
lion pieces of mail. Richard says that seasonal 
patrons account for 60% of the mail business in 
peak of season. In addition to the main office on 
Old 41 and the branch on Bonita Beach Road 
there are numerous contract providers throughout 
the community and her urges us to patronize 
them. 
 
Clean Water Project 
 
Sandy Scoggins reports that the project is an 
ongoing project and the initial effort is a joint pro-
ject with the Florence, OR Rotary Club to provide 
clean water filtration systems to Mayan villages in 
Guatemala. The project committee will select 
other sites for help in the future. (see next page) 



October 17 - Dr. Jim Kutsch, PHD will speak on 
the Seeing Eye Dog program on the raising, train-
ing and placement of the dogs. 
 
October 24 -  Cancelled See October 25. 
 
October 25 - Joint meeting at Spanish Wells, 
11:45 AM  to 1 PM. French Group Study Ex-
change. 
 
October 31 - Coach Karl Smesko, Head 
Women’s Basketball Coach, FGCU Eagles. They 
were rated #1 in the US for most of the 2006-07 
season. 
 
Dictionary Day October 5 
 
See Nancy Ross to volunteer your help. This is a 
very gratifying experience. 
 
Rotary Make Up Opportunities 

 
 
For a complete list of make up locations go the 
www.Rotary6960.org. District Database.  

Any Day Online See our website for details 

Monday Noon Ft. Myers So. 
Crowne Plaza Bell Tower 

Tuesday Noon Estero 
Elk’s Club 
Ft. Myers 
Royal Palm Yacht Club 

Wednesday 7:30 AM 
Noon 

Naples Gulf Shore 
Naples 
Both at  Naples Beach Hotel 

Thursday 7:30 AM 
 
 
11:45 AM 

Naples North 
Collie Athletic Club 
 
Bonita Springs Noon 
Community Cong Church 
until 10/1/07 then at Span-
ish Wells 

Friday 7:15 AM Naples - Pelican Bay 
Club at Pelican Bay 

Clean Water Project continued 
 
Every Bonita Springs Rotarian can help on this 
project in some way. 
 
Idea - Would you like to contribute money in 2007 
to the Bonita Springs Rotary Foundation and get 
a tax deduction and help multiply your money? 
Since Rotary District 6960 will match what we 
contribute to an international project and then 
Rotary International will then match that again 
every dollar that you give is multiplied. Talk about 
getting a bang for your buck. 
 
An Even Bigger Idea - Are You at least 70.5 
Years of Age? Did you know that you have a one 
time opportunity if you contribute all or part of 
your required minimum distribution by Decem-
ber 31, 2007? Check with your CPA or financial 
planner. They can explain this special opportunity 
in detail. Basically you can instruct your IRA cus-
todian to write a check directly to the Bonita 
Springs Rotary Foundation. You will pay no taxes 
at all on this transferred money, which is a better 
way to contribute than taking the money, paying 
taxes on it, and then contributing to a charity. 
 
Remember, this is a special tax law pertaining to 
Tax Year 2007 and the money must be trans-
ferred by December 31, 2007. Please consider a 
contribution that is specifically for our Clean Wa-
ter Project or if you have another favorite, con-
tribute toward that. 
 
Future Programs 
 
October 3 - Don Manley will make a presentation 
on The Wheelchair Foundation and how the foun-
dation donates wheelchairs in Third World coun-
tries. 
 
October 10 - Stan Kujawa will speak on MESA, 
Medical Equipment Supplies Abroad a project by 
Rotary District 660, Northwest Ohio. Used medi-
cal equipment is donated, reconditioned and 
shipped around the world.  
 
 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week’s Big Prize: $500 

 
Peter Zahner, in a re-
peat performance from 
a week ago drew the 6 
of Hearts to win $5. Of 
the 49 cards remaining 
there are 4 aces each 
worth $100 and the 
Joker which wins you 
the pot if drawn. The 
Rotary Foundation 
gained $60. this past 

week due to your generosity. 
 
$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 

Softball Challenge Reminder 
 
The Bonita Springs Noon Rotary Club has chal-
lenged our club to a softball game, which will be 
held at 8 PM on Saturday, October 13 at the Bo-
nita Springs Recreation Center. If you are inter-
ested please see Sue Masters. At this time 11 of 
our club have signed up. If you cannot play, please 
come and cheer.  

Shine on Harvest Moon 
 
Oh, shine on, 
Shine on Harvest Moon 
Up in the sky. 
I ain’t had no lovin’ since January, 
February, June or July. 
Snow time, ain’t no time to stay 
Outdoors and spoon. 
So shine on, shine on 
Harvest Moon, 
For me and my gal. 
 
For Me And My Gal 
 
The bells are ringing 
For me and my gal 
The birds are singing 
For me and my gal. 
Everybody’s been knowin’ 
To a weddin’ they’re goin’ 
And for weeks they’ve been sewin’ 
Every Susie and Sal. 
 
They’re congregatin’ 
For me and my gal 
The Parson’s waitin’ 
For me and my gal. 
And someday, we’re gonna build 
a home for two 
For three or four or more 
In Loveland for me and my gal. 

The Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke Folk    
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Family Beach Party 
 
Hi Rotarians, 
  
Our 2nd Annual Family Beach Party is Saturday, 
Sept 29 at the beautiful Bonita Bay Beach Club 
and will include a Catered Picnic Buffet, Bever-
ages, Beach Fun and Boating (bring your boat!) 
and good fellowship.  Bring the family, children 
and grandchildren!   All for $15 PP and no charge 
for kids!    
  
Tom Burgess has arranged for a 
beach shuttle for transportation to the Bonita Bay 
Beach Park.  No one should park at the Beach 
Park. The beach shuttle bus "pickup" point is 
the Bonita Bay Management office parking lot --
 on US 41 --  just before the main Entrance to 
Bonita Bay and a left turn.  There is plenty 
of parking. There will be two shuttle trips to the 
beach -- the first at 10:00 AM and the second at 
10:30.  The first return shuttle will leave the 
beach park at 1:30 PM  to drop off the first group. 
The last return shuttle will leave the park at 1:50 
PM.  Other parking may be available at public 
access parking lots nearby.  Some members will 
be coming by boat. 
  
Check your calendar and sign up Wednesday 
morning!   Or RSVP to Gary Colecchio < 
GSC@gate.net >  or Sue Masters < Sue-
Masters@juno.com >  by Friday, Sept 21.  Last 
year 50 members and guests enjoyed good food, 
good conversation and boating fun.  Hope to see 
you at the Beach Pavilion on Sat, Sept 29!    
  
Gary ColecchioGary ColecchioGary ColecchioGary Colecchio             and and and and                    SueSueSueSue     Masters Masters Masters Masters    
        
  
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS TREE SALES ~ 
2007 

         
It’s hard to be-
lieve, but we are 
coming around to 
that time of year 
again when our 
Rotary mantra 
will be “Oh 
Christmas Tree, 
Oh Christmas 
Tree”.  Now that I 
have led the tree 
sale for a couple 
of years, I am 
more comfortable 
with the detailed 

planning, but I also fully realize that the whole 
project couldn’t happen without the unselfish 
support so many of you give.  When it comes 
to “Service above 
self,” I believe the 
Christmas tree 
sale is a classic 
example and per-
haps that is why it 
has been so suc-
cessful for many 
years because 
you believe that 
also.  I hope we 
can keep that 
same spirit going 
as we head into 
the sale this sea-
son.  Remember 
too, all of our profits are turned over to the 
club foundation to be used for charitable pur-
poses. 
 
This year we are again fortunate to have our 
same site available at Sunshine Plaza on Bo-
nita Beach Road.  However, it may be the last  



time this site is available since plans show a new 
bank building will be built on or near our tent site by 
next year.  Let me know if you have any ideas for a 
new location.  This year we are also fortunate that 
the cost of trees has held steady so we can hold 
the line on prices from last year.  Meanwhile, 
preparations have already started.   Sunshine 
Plaza has issued the permit, Taylor Rental has 
been alerted about the tent rental, and the trees 
have been ordered (900 in all).  I realize we are all 
getting older and we hate to handle those heavy 
Noble firs, so the order for Nobles has been cut in 
half and the number of Fraser firs, which are lighter 
and more manageable, has been increased to 
compensate.  The Frasers are also amongst the 
first to sell out.  Also, the wreath order was scaled 
back since we had quite a number left over last 
year. 
 
Our club is always looking for members to serve on 
the Christmas tree committee, so if you have any 
interest in doing so, please let me know.  Obvi-
ously, our tasks become easier as more people 
become involved.    Finally, just a reminder that we 
annually start the sale when the first batch of trees 
arrive the day after Thanksgiving which comes 
early this  year, November 22nd.   We always need 
help unloading counting and tagging trees, espe-
cially on the first day when three separate trucks 
arrive from Oregon, Michigan and North Carolina.  
Please mark it on your calendar and help if you 
can. 
 
Yours in Rotary, 
 

Ron Anderson 

Rotary Badge Exchange 
 

Fred Partin exchanged Linda Ritzert’s red 
new member badge for her Rotary name 
badge. 

Past President Dick Fredrickson is shown 
being congratulated by President Fred Partin 
upon receiving his Past President’s name 
badge. 
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This Week’s Program 
 
Bonita Springs Rotarian and Program Host for 
October, Don Manley, kicks off the month by 
making  a presentation on The Wheelchair 
Foundation and will tell us how the foundation 
donates wheelchairs in Third World countries. 
 
Last Meeting 
 
President Fred Partin called the meeting to 
order.  The invocation was delivered by Doug 
Pratt, Mike O’Dell led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. Bob Bachman led the 4 Way Test. 
Steve Krchniak led us in singing Shine On 
Harvest Moon and For Me and My Gal. Many 
Rotarians commented on the beautiful full 
moon that greeted us when we got up last 
Wednesday morning. 
 
Visiting Rotarians and Guests 
 
Area 3 District 6960 Assistant Governor, Steve 
Agius. Fred Mansfield guest of Sue Masters, 
and Bryan Dowd, guest of Stephanie Kiss-
inger. 
 
Dictionary Day -  This Friday 
 
See Nancy Ross to volunteer your help. This 
is a very gratifying experience. 
 
Softball Challenge Reminder 
 
The Bonita Springs Noon Rotary Club vs. our 
club softball game, which will be held at 8 PM 
on Saturday, October 13 at the Bonita Springs 
Recreation Center. Please see Sue Masters. 

Rotary Club of Bonita Springs 
 

                                            October 3, 2007 
Last Week’s Program 
 
Charlie Strader, President 
of the Bonita Springs His-
torical Society was intro-
duced by our September 
Program Host, Nancy Wy-
ckoff. We learned much 
about our community 
learning that its history 
precedes that of St. 
Augustine and that this 
area would look quite dif-
ferently if it wasn’t for the 
poor public relations of Juan Ponce de Leon, 
who met his demise in this area when the Calusa 
tribe paid him back for previous offenses with an 
arrow, which caused Juan’s death in 1521. The 
Calusa’s capital was at Mound Key in Estero Bay. 
We learned that Bonita Springs got the name 
when a group incorporated and changed the 
name from Survey and changed Surveyor’s 
Creek to the Imperial River. The society will be 
publishing a booklet highlighting the historic prop-
erties and community identity, thanks to a 
$13,000  grant received from the City’s Partnering 
For Results program and the Lee County Arts 
and Attractions Fund. We learned a great deal 
about what we have been missing, such as the 
Robert Storter Folk Art collection, which was at 
the Liles Hotel and is now in Miami at the South 
Florida Museum. There is a plethora of history 
waiting to be learned by the current residents of 
this area. Did you know that you can become a 
member of the Bonita Springs Historical Society 
and receive a newsletter for a mere $20?  Charlie 
stated it well, “It is said that a well educated pub-
lic is the best protection for our cultural heritage.”  
Go to the society’s website to learn more. 
www.explorationsinc.com/historical 



Future Programs 
 
Don Manley is our Program Host for October. 
October 10 - Stan Kujawa will speak on MESA, 
Medical Equipment Supplies Abroad a project by 
Rotary District 660, Northwest Ohio. Used medi-
cal equipment is donated, reconditioned and 
shipped around the world.  
 
October 17 - Dr. Jim Kutsch, PHD will speak on 
the Seeing Eye Dog program on the raising, train-
ing and placement of the dogs. 
 
October 24 -  Cancelled See October 25. 
 
October 25 - Joint meeting at Spanish Wells, 
11:45 AM  to 1 PM. French Group Study Ex-
change. 
 
October 31 - Coach Karl Smesko, Head 
Women’s Basketball Coach, FGCU Eagles. They 
were rated #1 in the US for most of the 2006-07 
season. 
 
Estero High School Honorees 

 
Debbie Metzger and Stephanie Kissinger intro-
duced the honorees, who were presented their 
awards and certificates. Michelle Lauber re-
ceived the Service Award for her work as Senior 
Class President, Swim Team Captain and her 
involvement with Interact and Young Life. Samir 
Patel received the Academic Award. He is dual 
enrolled at both EHS and FGCU. He’ll be attend-
ing FSU next year. Ms. Heather Welker received 
the Teacher/Staff Award for her leadership on the 
School Advisory Council and as an assistant var-
sity volleyball coach and assistant athletic trainer. 

Rotarian Profile  
 
Nancy Ross grew up in a 
suburb of New York, mar-
ried her college sweet-
heart and moved to Chi-
cago in 1972.  Before the 
birth of her 3 sons, she 
was a social worker and a 
stay -at- home 
mom.  When her husband 
died of a sudden heart 
attack in 1983, 
Nancy needed a career 
with flexibility, opportunity 
and the chance to make a 
difference in peoples' 

lives.  She chose a career as a Financial Repre-
sentative with Northwestern Mutual and has 
never looked back.  Nancy is still a Representa-
tive with Northwestern Mutual in Naples, special-
izing in life insurance, estate planning and long-
term care insurance. 
  
In 1996, after her oldest son, Don, received his 
MBA and Doug and Glenn were still at University 
of Illinois, Nancy followed her dream and moved 
to SW Florida.  Don, his wife Beth, and Lucia (our 
first baby Paul Harris Fellow) live in Chicago and 
are expecting baby number 2 in March. Doug is 
married to Dena and they also live in Chi-
cago.  Glenn lives in Boulder Colorado, where he 
is production manager of the symphony. 
  
Nancy's Rotary experience began in 1989 when 
she was one of the first seven women to join Ro-
tary One in Chicago.  After moving to Bonita 
Springs, she joined Naples Downtown club before 
transferring to our club.  As part of her service in 
this club, Nancy has been chairman of RI Foun-
dation, Membership and attendance and in 2005 
received the Service above Self Award. 
She has also served on the Foundation Board.  In 
2006, Nancy was Rotarian of the Year. 
  
A Club Board member since 2004, Nancy is our 
Club Secretary and looks forward to serving as 
the second female Club President in 2009. 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week’s Big Prize: $500 

 
Don Manley drew 
the 6 of Spades to 
win $5. Of the 48 
cards remaining 
there are 4 aces 
each worth $100 and 
the Joker which wins 
you the pot if drawn. 
The Rotary Founda-
tion gained $42. this 
past week. 
 
$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 
 

Steve Agius Reports 
 
Steve Agius, Area 3 District 6960 Assistant Gov-
ernor, visited our club and made a special request 
for the upcoming joint meetings with Bonita 
Springs Noon and Estero clubs. Our October 24 
meeting will be cancelled and we will be attending 
the October 25 meeting of the Bonita Springs 
Noon Club at 11:45 AM at Spanish Wells to hear 
the English/French GSE Team. On Tuesday, No-
vember 6 at 11:30 AM we will attend the Estero 
Rotary Club meeting at the Elks Club to hear Dis-
trict 6960 Governor Gary Israel. Our meeting of 
Wednesday, November 7 will be cancelled. 

 
Take Me Out To The Ball Game 
 
Take me out to the ball game, 
Take me out to the crowd -- 
Buy me some peanuts and Cracker Jack, 
I don’t care if I never get back! 
We will root -- root -- root for the home team 
If they don’t win it’s a shame; 
For it’s one! two! three strikes you’re out! 
At the old ball game. 

Klaus Helf - October 3 
 
Our Thoughts and Prayers 
 
Steve Kaskie will be undergoing treatment for 
esophageal cancer at the Mayo Clinic in Roch-
ester, MN. Roger Brunswick is recovering 
from surgery. 

The Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke Folk    
Editor - Bob Pagel 

Printing provided by . . .  
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Rotary Club of Bonita Springs 
October 10, 2007 

MESA is Today’s Topic 
 

Rotarian Don Manley, October Program 
Host, has arranged for us to learn about 
Medical Equipment Supplies Abroad 
today.   MESA is a project of Rotary Dis-
trict 660 in Northwest Ohio, where Don 
lived and served before moving to South-
west Florida. 
     Stan Kujawa, who has played a key 
role, will tell us how MESA collects do-
nated used medical equipment, recondi-
tions it and ships it around the world to 
help save lives. 
 

Last Week 
 

Invocation was given by Ira Hawk.  Re-
turning Marj Rubacky, led us in the 
Pledge to the Flag, and Ed Hauck  the 4-
Way Test.  Steve Krchniak led us in a 

spirited salute to the 
playoffs with “Take 
Me Out to the Ball 
Game.” 
      Past president 
Dick Fredrickson 
was presented with 
the RI theme banner 

from his 2006-2007 Rotary year. 
 

Dogs for the Blind Next Week 
 

Dr. Jim Kutsch, PhD, will be our 
speaker next week to tell us about the 
Seeing Eye Dog program.  He will cover 
all aspects, including selection, training 
and placement of the dogs to assist vi-
sion impaired individuals. 

Gifts of Independence 
 

An inspiring presentation of how Rotari-
ans can make a huge difference in the 
lives of people in third world countries 
was given last week by Don Manley. 
    D r a w i n g 
upon his per-
sonal experi-
ence as a 
member of the 
Findlay, Ohio 
Rotary Club, 
which pur-
chased a full 
container of 
280 wheel-
chairs and de-
livered them to 
help disabled people in San Salvador, he 
told and showed how lives were 
changed. 
     Rotary Clubs and Rotarians around 
the world are working with the Wheel-
chair Foundation to provide a free wheel-
chair to every child, teen and adult world-

wide who needs one, but 
has no means to acquire 
one.  Independence is be-
ing given to people de-
prived of mobility by war, 
disease, accident, natural 
disaster and advanced 
age. 
      It is estimated that as 

many as 100 million people worldwide 
need wheel chairs, though less than one 
percent have access to one. 



 Proud Wheelchair History 
 

The excellent presentation by Don Man-
ley last week about the Wheelchair 
Foundation rekindled memories for “old 
timers” in the club. 
     Then President Elect Bill Oehler 
learned about it at the Rotary Interna-
tional Convention in June 2001.  Under 
his leadership and that of Committee 
Chair Jay Barclay our members contrib-
uted funds to buy more than 100 wheel 
chairs in 2001 and 2002.  A number pur-
chased several chairs each in the names 
of children and grandchildren. 
 

Shots Protect Children 
 

Our Shots for Tots program, which Ro-
tary has sponsored for 13 years, in coop-
eration with the Lee County Health De-
partment and the First Presbyterian 
Church, provides free immunizations for 
children under the age of 18 to protect 
them from 15 threats to their long-time 
health and well-being. 
     Vaccines now offered include: teta-
nus, diphtheria, polio, hepatitis A, hepati-
tis B, measles, mumps, rubella, chicken 
pox, meningitis, haemophilus type B, 
human papilloma virus, pneumococcal 
infections, rotavirus and influenza. 
     The October 2 clinic, staffed by Ira 
and Clarice Hawk, served 42 families. 

 

The wheelchairs are rugged, designed 
for use in developing countries.   Pur-
chased in bulk from manufactures in 
China, they cost $150, half of which is 
covered by the Wheelchair Foundation.  
Thus, a gift of $75 can provide a chair. 
     Don showed photos of the large 
group of Findlay Rotarians delivering 
chairs, and helping disabled children and 
adults into them.  Many had been living 
without any mobility assistance.  Thus, 
the gift changed many lives completely. 
     He showed a 41-year-old man, crip-
pled by polio as a child, who had never 
walked, mobile for the first time with the 
gift of a chair.   He showed a group of 
police officers, all of whom had been 
disabled, now able to work effectively, 
thanks to their new wheelchairs. 
     The Wheelchair Foundation and Ro-
tary have delivered 140,000 chairs in 
120 countries and regions. 
     Don who has worked in Central 
America with water projects and Habitat 
for Humanity, told us that international 
service projects had given him, “the best 
days of my life, outside my family.” 

District Website 
Log in with your e-mail address and use 
your RI number for the password. (Find it 
on the mailing label of your ROTARIAN) 
Check your own information!  The District 
website has Rotary answers, club docu-
ments, meeting times and places, links to 
other clubs and district events. 

www.Rotary6960.org 

The 4The 4The 4The 4----Way TestWay TestWay TestWay Test    
Of things se think, say or do,Of things se think, say or do,Of things se think, say or do,Of things se think, say or do,    

    

Is it the TRUTH?Is it the TRUTH?Is it the TRUTH?Is it the TRUTH?    
Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED?Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED?Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED?Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED?    

Will it build GOODWILL andWill it build GOODWILL andWill it build GOODWILL andWill it build GOODWILL and    
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?    

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CON-Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CON-Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CON-Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CON-

CERNEDCERNEDCERNEDCERNED????    



The Manley’s Adopted Son 
 

A heartwarming side light to Don Man-
ley’s presentation last week about the 
personal rewards of international service 
was how they found Hector.   
    Karen Manley is on the Board of the 
Benjamin Bloom Hospital, only children’s 

hospital in 
Central Amer-
ica.  On a visit 
to El Salvador 
in 2001 after 
the devastat-
ing earth-
quake there 
they saw this 
12 -y ear - o l d 
boy who was 

badly burned and had lost both legs.  
They brought him back to the US for 
treatment in the Shrine hospital, and care 
for him until his recovery nine months 
later.  They became very attached, and 
knowing the help he would need during 
rehabilitation, and with the agreement of 
his family, made him a permanent part of 
their lives.  They keep in touch with, and 
visit his biological family with him several 
times a year.  
     Today, fitted with prostheses he is a 
senior in high school, getting ready for 
college, and is an accomplished golfer. 

Let’s  Sing Rotarians! 
 

 

When The Saints Go Marching In 
 

Oh, when the saints go marching in, 
Oh, when the saints go marching in, 
Yes, I want to be in that number, 
When the saints go marching in. 
And when the sun begins to shine, 
And when the sun begins to shine, 
Yes, I want to be in that number, 
When the sun begins to shine. 
Oh, when we meet at Rotary, 
Oh, when we meet at Rotary, 
Yes, I want to be in that number, 
When we meet at Rotary. 

The Spoke Folk 
Editor — Bob Pagel 

Issue Editor —  Ira Hawk 

$$ 50/50 $$—–$500 —— $$ 50/50 $$ 
Our President, 
Fred Partin had 
the lucky ticket last 
week but drew only 
the seven of dia-
monds.   
 

3 for $2, 10 for $5, 
25 for $10.  

THE REAL WINNER OF COURSE, IS 

Welcome Back 
 

Rotarians last week were glad to see 
Roger Brunswick, returning after surgery 
and to greet returning Marj Rubacky and 
Rotary Regular Frank Keck. 
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This Week’s Program 
 
Bonita Springs Program Host for October, Don 
Manley, will introduce Dr. Jim Kutsch, PHD, 
who will talk about raising, training and placing 
dogs as part of the Seeing Eye Dog Program. 
 
Last Meeting 
 
President Fred Partin called the meeting to 
order.  The invocation was delivered by Doug 
Pratt, Jim O’Leary led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. Ozzy Tello led the 4 Way Test. Steve 
Krchniak led us in singing When the Saints 
Go Marching In.  
 
Visiting Guests 
 
Greg Holtz, guest of Dick Fredrickson and 
Diana Hatton, guest of Jose Lopez. 
 
Thoughts and Prayers 
 
Maureen Lorenz, wife of Bob Lorenz having 
heart surgery. Steve Kaskie recovering from 
cancer surgery. 
 
Softball Challenge 
 
Look for information forthcoming on the re-
scheduling of the game. See Sue Masters. 
 
Holiday Party - December 14 
 
Mark your calendars. Highland Woods is re-
served. Please tell your social secretary. 

Rotary Club of Bonita Springs 
 

                                            October 17, 2007 
Last Week’s Program 

 
Jim Shrader, 
Past District 
Governor of Ro-
tary District 6600 
in Northwest 
Ohio and Stan 
Kujawa both 
from the Finlay, 
Ohio Rotary 
Club were intro-
duced by their 

former fellow Rotarian, Don Manley, our Program 
Host for October. Congratulations, Don, on asso-
ciating with such excellent speakers, who you are 
bringing to our club. Jim and Stan shared infor-
mation with us on a number of involvements of 
their Rotary Club and District including the story 
of MESA, Medical Services Equipment Abroad, 
which is a program that refurbishes used medical 
equipment ranging from hospital beds to ambu-
lances and fire trucks and sends them to partner-
ing Rotary Clubs in Central America. They are 
experts on cutting through the international red 
tape to get the equipment into needy hands. Stan 
told us that he will be visiting with the First Lady 
of El Salvador next week. They told us how all 
4500 Rotarians in District 6600 donate $6/year 
each to provide seed money to help this project 
along. A bike run raises $50 to 60,000 each year. 
We learned that they learned to cut the cost of 
shipping a crate from $3-4,000 down to $3-400 by 
partnering with Chiquita Banana, using their 
crates that would normally be returned empty to 
Central America. To learn more about these out-
standing Rotarians and their projects, go to 
www.rotarydistrict6600.org. The Finlay 
Ohio Club and their district have much to offer in 
helping clubs around the world learn how to man-
age successful international projects. 



Future Programs 
 
Don Manley is our Program Host for October. 
 
October 24 -  Cancelled See October 25. 
 
October 25 - Joint meeting at Spanish Wells, 
11:45 AM  to 1 PM. French Group Study Ex-
change. 
 
October 31 - Coach Karl Smesko, Head 
Women’s Basketball Coach, FGCU Eagles. They 
were rated #1 in the US for most of the 2006-07 
season. 
 
Dictionary Day 

Bill Oehler, Gerry Myers, Ozzy Tello and Tom 
Burgess were but four of our volunteers who 
made students happy on Dictionary Day. Tom is 
in the picture in the upper left. Bill took the pic-
ture. They presented dictionaries to students at 
San Carlos Park Elementary School.  

Rotarian Profile  
 
Kenny King is the first 
person that Rotarians and 
guests meet when they 
check in for our meetings.  
He is our Hospitality Chair-
man and mans the front 
desk for sign in. He serves 
on our board of directors, 
too. Ken and his wife Judy 
met on a cruise ship sail-
ing around New Zealand in 
2002. They live in the 
Meadows of Estero. They 

have four grown children and four grandchildren. 
Ken moved to Florida retiring after 33 years as a 
colonel in the Air National Guard and U. S. Air 
Force. He was base commander of one of the 
largest reserve forces bases in the United States. 
Ken is a native of Norfolk, NE. Do you know the 
other famous person from Norfolk? Hint: You had 
to watch late night TV and you would know Ed 
and Doc, too. Ken’s career took him to assign-
ments in many states, Europe, the Middle East 
and Central America. Ken is a licensed pilot. He 
served for many years in the Civil Air Patrol and 
recently joined the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary to 
do similar volunteer search and rescue work. 
Want to learn how to swim or dance? Ken is 
qualified to teach you both. Ken is a licensed 
Realtor affiliated with VIP Realty in Bonita 
Springs where he is active in the Bonita Springs 
Chamber of Commerce in addition to being a 
dedicated Rotarian. Thanks, Ken, for being a Ro-
tarian and thanks to Dick Fredrickson for pro-
posing Ken. 
 
Reporters, Photographers Needed 
 
Since The Spoke The Spoke The Spoke The Spoke  editor cannot be at all 
places at all times, please consider submitting a 
story and photos from your next event. Let’s keep 
all of us informed. Thanks, Ozzy Tello, for the 
pictures from the Family Beach Party and Bill 
Oehler on Dictionary Day.   

District Website 
Log in with your e-mail address and use your RI 
number for the password. (Find it on the mailing 
label of your ROTARIAN) 
Check your own information!  The District web-
site has Rotary answers, club documents, meet-
ing times and places, links to other clubs and 
district events. 

www.Rotary6960.org 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week’s Big Prize: $500 

 
Don Manley selected 
the 9 of clubs last 
week. Of the 46 cards 
remaining there are 4 
aces each worth $100 
and the Joker which 
wins you the pot if 
drawn. The Rotary 
Foundation gained $52.  
 
 
 
$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 
 

Family Beach Party Revisited 
 
If you weren’t there, you 
missed great food and a 
lot of fun according to Ro-
tarians in 
atten-
dance. 
Here is 
Jordan 
Tello, 
age 7,  

showing his prize catch of a sand 
dollar. Who was that behind the 
Foster Grants? 

 
Rotary, My Rotary 
 
Thy praises high I love to sing, 
Rotary, my Rotary. 
My homage now to thee I bring, 
Rotary, my Rotary. 
With friendship, loyalty, and cheer, 
I’ll serve my brothers far and near, 
And hold thy precepts ever dear; 
Rotary, my Rotary. 
 
Still louder now my song I’ll swell, 
Rotary, my Rotary, 
And make it ring o’er hill and dell, 
Rotary, my Rotary. 
May truth and honor be my goal, 
Exalt my life, make sweet my soul, 
While thousands sing from pole to pole, 
Rotary, my Rotary. 

The Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke Folk    
Editor - Bob Pagel 

Printing provided by . . .  
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Last Meeting 
 
President Fred Partin called the meeting to 
order.  The invocation was delivered by Gerry 
Myers, Ron Anderson led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. Bobbi Bird led the 4 Way Test. Steve 
Krchniak led us in singing Rotary, My Rotary.  
 
Visiting Rotarians and Guests 
 
Visiting Rotarians Herr Momberg from Bauna-
tal Rotary Club, District 1820 in Germany, Izma 
Deutsch from Switzerland, Wilson Wheeler, 
Ft. Myers South and Jim Mortenson, Bloom-
ington MN Noon. Ron Knape, Charlotte, NC 
and Peggy Harris, Morristown, NJ, guests of 
Jim Horein. 
 
 
Holiday Party - December 14 
 
Mark your calendars and inform your social 
secretaries.  
 
Nominating Committee Formed 
 
Ray Faubion heads the Nominating Commit-
tee for the election of new board members.  
Nominate yourself or someone else to serve 
our club. 

Rotary Club of Bonita Springs 
 

                                            October 25, 2007 
Last Week’s Program 

 
Rotarian Jim Horein 
introduced Dr. James 
A. Kutsch, PhD who 
told us his story and 
that of The Seeing 
Eye. Dr. Kutsch is 
shown here with his 
partner, Dolby, a 
Golden Retriever. Dr. 
Kutsch was blinded at 
age 16 by a chemical 
explosion. Despite this 
setback in life he went 
on to earn his PhD in 

computer science from the University of Illinois by 
developing the first talking computer terminal. He 
is the President of The Seeing Eye, which came 
into existence in 1929 and is the oldest of the 11 
accredited schools of this type in North America. 
The Seeing Eyes students come from all 50 
states and all of the provinces of Canada. Dr. 
Kutsch said the key word for people in the U S 
whether sighted or not is “independence.” It is the 
core philosophy built into each of us. The mission 
of Seeing Eye is to breed, raise and train Seeing 
Eye dogs and to train their partners and to keep 
in contact with both dogs and the students for life. 
Many of their graduates have had many dogs. Dr. 
Kutsch told us that Dolby is his 6th dog. His first 
joined him in 1970. Seeing Eye has bred and 
trained more than 14,000 dogs for over 8,000 
people. No funds come to the school from gov-
ernment or insurance. The school gets all of its 
money from private sources such as service 
clubs like Bonita Springs Rotary. We learned that 
there are 4 different breeds used as dog guides, 
German Shepherds, Black Labs, Golden Retriev-
ers and a mixed breed of Lab and Golden Re-
triever. Please visit www.seeingeye.org to 
learn more. 

Meeting Changed to Thursday 
 
Our meeting today is a joint meeting with the 
Bonita Noon and Estero Clubs at Spanish 
Wells on Thursday, October 25 at 11:45 AM. We 
will hear a presentation by the Group Study 
Exchange from Brittany, France. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future Programs 
 
Don Manley is our Program Host for October. 
 
October 31 - Coach Karl Smesko, Head 
Women’s Basketball Coach, FGCU Eagles. They 
were rated #1 in the US for most of the 2006-07 
season. 
  
Marjorie Rubacky is our program host for No-
vember. 
 
November 6, Tuesday Noon replacing our meet-
ing of Wednesday, November 7. A joint meeting 
at the Elks Club on Coconut Road in Estero with 
the Bonita Springs Noon and Estero Rotary Clubs 
for a presentation by District 6960 Governor Gary 
Israel. 
 
November 14 - Mark Lewis, Bonita Springs Ro-
tarian will be speaking about The Speakers As-
sembly of Southwest Florida. 
 
November 21 - M. E. Parker, Photographer 
speaking on Photography and Kayaking. 
 
November 28 - Marian Mosser, Ph.D., Hodges 
University, speaking on the Criminal Justice sys-
tem. 
 
 

$35,000 to Our Club Foundation 

This story was written by Bonita Springs Rotarian, Jason Dolle, 
and appeared in the Wednesday, October 17 News-Press. The 
photo shows both the boards of Bonita Springs Rotary and that 
of the Bonita Springs Rotary Foundation. 

The Rotary Club of Bonita Springs Club President Fred 
Partin will present a check for $35,000 Wednesday 
morning to the Rotary Club of Bonita Springs Foundation 
Chairman Dave Shellenbarger to support local and inter-
national programs, projects and charities.  
 
Looking on will be the board of directors of the club and 
foundation as well as club members.  
 
"We are all very pleased to see this money go to the 
foundation where it will be used for numerous local and 
global charities that make such a difference in the world 
we live. This is what Rotary is all about and what we 
believe in," Partin said in a press release. 
 
The Rotary Club of Bonita was chartered in 1978 and 
has 87 active members. The club is best known for its 
"Christmas Tree" lot on Bonita Beach Road, which is its 
primary fund-raiser. Many families have made buying 
their Christmas trees from the Rotary Club a tradition 
because they know the net proceeds come back to the 
community or go to a worthy international cause.  
 
The club is responsible for weekly meetings, performing 
routine club operations and fund-raising activities. The 
foundation is responsible for distributing money received 
by the club to various local and international charities, 
projects and programs.  
 
This contribution represents the net proceeds from previ-
ous fund-raising activities. During Rotary Year 2006-07, 
the foundation contributed nearly $87,000. 
 
The Rotary Club of Bonita Springs meets at 7:30 a.m. 
every Wednesday at the Highland Woods Country Club 
in Bonita Springs. For more information about the Rotary 
Club of Bonita Springs, visit bonitaspringsrotary.org. 

 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

The 4-Way Test 
of things we think, say or do. 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 
Will it build GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all CONCERNED? 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week’s Big Prize: $500 

 
Bobbi Bird is back 
and charming the 
money out of our 
members and visitors. 
Jim Mortenson of the 
Bloomington, MN 
Noon Rotary Club 
drew the 9 of Spades 
last week. Of the 45 
cards remaining there 
are 4 aces each worth $100 and the Joker which 
wins you the pot if drawn. The Rotary Foundation 
gained $67.  
$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 

Vive Le Rotary 
 
See Steve Krchniak’s Handout. 
 

The Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke FolkThe Spoke Folk    
Editor - Bob Pagel 

Printing provided by . . .  

Harv Humphrey - October 29 

 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Bob Pagel has both a joy and concern. Great 
grandson, Jude Guy, 9 lbs. 11 ozs. was born in 
San Diego, CA on October 9. Bob’s son, Steve, 
had neck surgery this past Monday.  Maureen 
Lorenz, wife of Bob Lorenz recovering from suc-
cessful heart surgery. Steve Kaskie recovering 
from cancer surgery. He’s back home. Give him a 
call. Roman Horoszewski’s 8 year old son is 
recovering from surgery. 

Bill Strasburg 55 Year Rotarian! 
 
Bill Strasburg, Rotary Regular from Ambler, PA 
presented a check for $55 to our club in recognition 
of his completing 55 years in Rotary. Bill is an ex-
ample of the value of the RRs to Bonita Springs 
Rotary. Thank you, Bill! Can you top Bill’s years of 
service? If so, George M. Cohan will gladly accept 
your dollars and recognize your accomplishment.  
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This Week’s Program 
 
Coach Karl Smesko, Head Women’s Basket-
ball Coach, FGCU Eagles will be our speaker 
today.  
 
Last Meeting 
 
President Fred Partin of our club along with 
John McLeod, President of Bonita Springs 
Noon Club and Joe Pavich, President of the 
Estero Club conducted the meeting.  The invo-
cation was delivered by Hank Hochstetler. 
Steve Krchniak led the Chanter Ensemble, 
and the entire assembly in singing a rousing 
Vive Le Rotary.  
 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Ken Weyl is recovering from a life threatening 
bacterial infection. Give him a call. He will tell 
you all about it. Thanks from Bob Pagel for 
your concerns for his son, who is recovering 
from spinal surgery. Maureen Lorenz, wife of 
Bob Lorenz continues to improve after heart 
surgery. Steve Kaskie recovering from cancer 
surgery. 
 
Softball Challenge 
 
Look for information forthcoming on the re-
scheduling of the game. See Sue Masters. 
 
Holiday Party - December 14 
 
Mark your calendars. Highland Woods is re-
served. Please tell your social secretary. 

Rotary Club of Bonita Springs 
 

                                            October 31, 2007 
Last Week’s Program 

 
A combined group of Rotari-
ans from our club, the Bonita 
Springs Noon Club and the 
Estero Club were entertained 
and informed by the Group 
Study Exchange from Brit-
tany, France. Claude 
Theard, their leader, told us 
how Brittany, which accord-

ing to him is on the French, not English Channel, 
has a Celtic origin. A video was shown and the 
music playing definitely had the Celtic sound. Brit-
tany is the peninsula, which juts out toward Eng-
land in far western France. It is a fishing and agri-
cultural region.  Claude has only been in Rotary, 
since 1998, but is a past-president and a GSE 
team leader for the second time. He served as 
Rotary District 1650 Secretary in 2005-06. 

 
 
Team members include Del-
phine Le Maout, who is a 
radio broadcaster for the 
leading radio station in Cen-
tral Brittany. She organizes 
music festivals in Brittany, 
too. 
 
 
 
Gwenael Le Berre is a dairy 
farmer with 90 Holstein milk-
ing cows. In addition to the 
cows he has 90 heifers. Le 
Berre grows hay and corn to 
feed the herd. The milk pro-
duced is used for cheese and 
crepes. He is also a trustee of 
his bank, Credit Agricole. 



Future Programs 
 
Marjorie Rubacky is our program host for No-
vember. 
 
November 6, Tuesday Noon replacing our meet-
ing of Wednesday, November 7. A joint meeting 
at the Elks Club on Coconut Road in Estero with 
the Bonita Springs Noon and Estero Rotary Clubs 
for a presentation by District 6960 Governor Gary 
Israel. 
 
November 14 - Mark Lewis, Bonita Springs Ro-
tarian will be speaking about The Speakers As-
sembly of Southwest Florida. 
 
November 21 - M. E. Parker, Photographer 
speaking on Photography and Kayaking. 
 
November 28 - Marian Mosser, Ph.D., Hodges 
University, speaking on the Criminal Justice sys-
tem. 
 
The Night Shall be Filled with Music 
 
Steve McIntosh announced that there are sev-
eral great events in the Affairs of the Arts series 
being sponsored by the Art League of Bonita 
Springs. Among those events is The Night Shall 
Be Filled with Music on Monday, January 28, 
2008, 6 to 8:45 PM. Tickets, limited to 60 guests, 
are $75 per person. There will be performances 
by faculty members of Florida Gulf Coast Univer-
sity’s Bower School of Music as well as talented 
students of wind, string and vocal. Dress is Club 
Casual. Check with Steve for tickets.  
 

 
Jean-Raymond Fayat is a 
business analyst for the Insti-
tute of Locern, which is a 
think tank of entrepreneurs. 
They help international ori-
ented businesses in Brittany. 
 
 
 
 
Yann LaChaise is a framing 
carpenter. He had an 8 year 
apprenticeship and was re-
quired to travel and work all 
over France and Switzerland. 
In addition to houses he has 
framed commercial buildings, 
churches and castles. 
 
 

 
Call for GSE Team Leaders 
 
We have just had the wonderful experience of 
hearing of the experiences of a GSE team. You 
have the opportunity of leading a GSE team go-
ing to the Brittany Peninsula in France, where the 
incoming team was from, or to the Bahamas and 
Northern Caribbean. The call for team leaders 
has been made. Contact District 6960 GSE 
Chairman, Don Thomas. His home phone is 239-
772-1842. Applications must be in to Don no later 
than November 5. The teams will be traveling in 
late March, April or early May of 2008. Bon Voy-
age! 

District Website 
Log in with your e-mail address and use your RI 
number for the password. (Find it on the mailing 
label of your ROTARIAN) 
Check your own information!  The District web-
site has Rotary answers, club documents, meet-
ing times and places, links to other clubs and 
district events. 

www.Rotary6960.org 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 
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$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week’s Big Prize: $500 

 
We didn’t have a drawing at the joint meeting, 
but did you see that Jim Renfro has returned.  
 
There are 44 cards remaining. There are 4 aces 
each worth $100 and the Joker which wins you 
the pot if drawn. The Rotary Foundation benefits 
from your generous participation.  
 
 
 
$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 
 

 
Reporters, Photographers Needed 
 
Since !"#$%&'(#$!"#$%&'(#$!"#$%&'(#$!"#$%&'(#$ editor cannot be at all places 
at all times, please consider submitting a story and 
photos from your next event. Let’s keep all of us 
informed.    

For Me And My Gal 
 
The bells are ringing 
For me and my gal 
The birds are singing 
For me and my gal. 
Everybody’s been knowin’ 
To a weddin’ they’re goin’ 
And for weeks they’ve been sewin’ 
Every Susie and Sal. 
They’re congregatin’ 
For me and my gal 
The Parson’s waitin’ 
For me and my gal. 
And someday, we’re gonna build 
a home for two 
For three or four or more 
In Loveland for me and my gal. 
 
 

!"#$%&'(#$"'/(!"#$%&'(#$"'/(!"#$%&'(#$"'/(!"#$%&'(#$"'/($$$$
Editor - Bob Pagel 

Printing provided by . . .  

Harv Humphrey - October 29 
Dave Shellenbarger - November 3 

Jack Blake - November 5 
Ed Schick - November 5 
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 Last Meeting 
 
President Fred Partin called the meeting to 
order. The invocation was delivered by Doug 
Pratt, Frank Mazzeo led the Pledge of Alle-
giance and Jim Renfro guided us through the 
4 Way Test. Steve Krchniak ably conducted 
the club in singing an oldie, but not familiar 
song, For Me and My Gal. May it rest in 
peace. It was worth it in that George Cohan 
fined the honest members each $1 for singing 
the song. Steve did make up for it though by 
leading a select group of singers in singing 
Happy Birthday to Dave Shellenbarger. 
 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Ken Weyl is recovering at the Bentley Village 
Care Center from the deadly MRSA Staph in-
fection. He hopes to be home soon with con-
tinuous outpatient intravenous antibiotic treat-
ments.  For education on MRSA Staph, google 
it. Steve McIntosh had hip replacement sur-
gery. Steve Kaskie continues his recovery 
from cancer surgery. We look forward to their 
return to our meetings. 
 
Holiday Party - December 14 
 
Mark your calendars. Highland Woods is re-
served. Please tell your social secretary. 

Rotary Club of Bonita Springs 
 

                                            November 6, 2007 
Last Week’s Program 

 
Jose Lopez introduced 
the FGCU Eagles 
women’s basketball 
coach, Karl Smesko. In 
the introduction we 
learned that Coach 
Smesko is a winner. 
Coach Smesko is both 
humble and honest and 

acknowledges that moving to NCAA Division 1 
will be extremely challenging. He came to FGCU 
after coaching the Walsh University Cavaliers to 
the NAIA Division 2 National Championship in 
1998, the first in school history. He turned around 
the Indiana-Purdue/Ft Wayne program in 1999-
2001 with an 11 win improvement in his first year 
and a 19-8 mark in the second year, the third 
most wins in school history. Since starting as 
head coach of the Eagles he has posted a phe-
nomenal record of 132-21. In the 2006-07 season 
they went 34-1 and led the nation as the #1 team 
for most of the season only losing their final game 
in the NCAA Division 2 National Championship 
televised on ESPN2. This year FGCU is in the 
NCAA Division 1 Atlantic Sun Conference. The 
Eagles first game is a non-conference game 
against the FSU Seminoles on Friday, November 
9 at 7:30 PM at Alico Arena. Season tickets are 
reasonably priced. Our Rotary Club could go to a 
game as a group (20-49 fans) for $7 each, have 
our presence announced and each get a T-shirt. 
That is an offer we shouldn’t refuse. Visit 
www.FGCU.edu for complete information. 
 
Dictionary Day Thank You  
 
Past President Dick Fredrickson shared heart-
warming letters from the recipients of dictionaries. 

Meeting Changed to Tuesday 
Our meeting today is a joint meeting with Bonita 
Noon and Estero Rotary Clubs and is being held at 
the Elks Club on Coconut Road in Estero at 11:30 
AM. Gary Israel, District 6960 Governor, will give his 
State of the District Address. 



Future Programs 
 
Marjorie Rubacky is our program host for No-
vember. 
 
November 14 - Mark Lewis, Bonita Springs Ro-
tarian will be speaking about The Speakers As-
sembly of Southwest Florida. 
 
November 21 - M. E. Parker, Photographer 
speaking on Photography and Kayaking. 
 
November 28 - Marian Mosser, Ph.D., Hodges 
University, speaking on the Criminal Justice sys-
tem. 
 
Bonita Springs Rotary Foundation 
 
Dave Shellenbarger, Chairman, Bonita Springs 
Rotary Foundation, reported at a recent meeting 
that the foundation has nearly $300,000. Do you 
have a favorite project that you are working on 
and need funds? Contact Dave. The foundation 
recently gave funds to the following projects: 
They gave a $5000 matching grant to the Bonita 
Springs Rotary Guatemala Water Project headed 
by Rotarian, Sandy Scoggins, and her commit-
tee. $300 for a DAR patriotic essay competition in 
local schools. $4500 for Children’s Hospital and 
Barbara’s Friends, a project benefiting children 
suffering from cancer. $5700 for the Bonita Assis-
tance Office program, “Shoes That Fit,” a pro-
gram providing clothes to children in need in the 
Bonita Springs area. The “I Like Me” reading pro-
gram in local schools received $1600. Makes one 
proud to be a Bonita Springs Rotarian. 
 

Perfect Attendance 
 
President Fred Partin received his Perfect Atten-
dance Pin along with numerous Bonita Springs 
Rotarians. Steve McIntosh has 15 years of per-
fect attendance. Among the others receiving their 
pins were Gerry Myers, Nancy Ross, and Sue 
Masters, all with 13 years. When we joined Ro-
tary we learned that perfect attendance is a goal. 
Visit www.rotary6960.org to learn where there 
are clubs within easy reach for a make up. When 
traveling nationally or internationally go to 
www.rotary.org, click on club locator and find a 
club where you can make up. Visiting other clubs 
is very rewarding and you will probably pick up 
ideas to benefit our club. 
 
Estero High School Honorees 

 
Ms. Rita Kidder is our Staff 
Member of the Month. She is a 
9 year employee of Lee County 
Schools and was recognized 
for her professionalism and 
compassion in dealing with 
fellow employees, students, 
parents and adult education 
community members. Students 

especially appreciate her kindly and non-
judgmental approach in helping them. 

 
 Victor Maduro received the 
monthly Excellence in Educa-
tion Award for Academic 
Achievements. He has the 9th 
highest GPA in the 11th grade 
at EHS. He is in the National 
Honor Society and received the 
Citizenship Award. He hopes to 
become a medical doctor with 

a specialty in trauma. Victor is a volunteer at 
Healthpark Medical Center and is a Estero Fire 
Rescue Explorer. 
 
Matthew Page received the monthly Excellence 
in Education Award for Service. Matthew has had 
to learn at a most early age how to deal with ad-
versity. Both of his parents died in the last year. 

Matthew is in the 10th Grade. 
He serves on the Student 
Council and is member of the 
Drama Club. Most important, 
he is president of CROP 
(College Reach Out Pro-
gram). He offers guidance to 
fellow students applying to 
colleges. And, he was on the 
Honor Roll last year. 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 
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$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week’s Big Prize: $500 

 
Jim Renfro has returned 
from Sweden and is back 
raising money for the Rotary 
Foundation. We gave $53 
this week. Stephanie Kiss-
inger is shown with the 4 of 
Diamonds that she drew as 
proxy for Rita Kidder, our 
honoree this month as staff 
member at Estero High 
School. Of the 43 cards remaining, there are 4 
Aces and the elusive Joker. 
 
$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 

Christmas Tree Sales 
 
Ron Anderson, Christmas 
Tree Sales Chairman, re-
minds us that the lot set up is 
on November 16 & 17. The 
900 trees will start arriving 
Thanksgiving weekend.  
Thanksgiving is early this 
year, November 22. We are 
fortunate that the price of 
trees has held, so our prices 
will be the same as last year.  There is good news. 
NO 10’ Noble Firs this year. This is our 
biggest fundraiser. Be ready to sign up. 

When You’re Smiling 
 
When you’re smiling 
When you’re smiling, 
The whole world smiles with you. 
When you’re laughing 
When you’re laughing, 
The sun comes shining thru. 
But when you’re crying, 
You bring on the rain. 
So stop that sighing, 
Be happy again. 
‘Cause when you’re smiling 
When you’re smiling 
The whole world smiles with you. 
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Kids with Cancer Radiothon 
 
$55,000 was raised by District 6960 Rotari-
ans, $4,500 came from Bonita Springs Rotary. 
Thanks, Fred Partin, Dick Fredrickson, Gerry 
Myers, Bobbi Bird, Ray Faubion, Sue Mas-
ters and Ozzy Tello for representing us. 
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Today’s Meeting  
 
Marjorie Rubacky, Program Host for Novem-
ber, will introduce M. E. Parker, who will talk 
about photography and kayaking. 
 
Last Meeting 
 
President Elect, Ray Faubion presided. Doug 
Pratt delivered the invocation. Ken King led 
the Pledge of Allegiance and Diane Lepola led 
the 4 Way Test. Steve Krchniak directed us in 
singing This Land is Your Land.   
 
Visiting Rotarians and Guests 
 
Welcome back, Rotary Regulars! Visiting Ro-
tarians, Gerry York, Rotarian from Rochester, 
MI, Dave Shellenbarger’s old club, Bob Van 
Wingenden, Swansboro, NC, Gene Millard, 
Bexley Whitehall, Columbus, OH, and Jason 
Shimko, Naples. Guests, Tracy Connelly 
guest of Mark Lewis, Diana Hatton guest of 
Jose Lopez, Greg Holtz, guest of Dick 
Fredrickson and Thomas Driving from Stock-
holm, Sweden, accomplished jazz trumpeter 
and Jim Renfro’s dentist. 
 
Happenings 
 
Stephanie Kissinger is our Relay for Life team 
captain. Please join her in planning for this 
March 28 event. Dave and Betty Edwards, Ira 
Hawk, and Dick and Kathy Fredrickson 
helped out at Shots for Tots providing 93 im-
munizations to 33 families in the Shots for Tots 
program. 
 
 

Rotary Club of Bonita Springs 
 

                                            November 21, 2007 
Last Week’s Program 

 
Marjorie Rubacky, Pro-
gram Host for November 
introduced our fellow Bonita 
Springs Rotary member, 
Mark Lewis, who an-
swered the question that 
many of us had, “What do 
Steve Forbes and Yogi 
Berra have in common?” 
We learned that both of 
them were featured speak-
ers at the Speakers Assem-

bly of Southwest Florida. In the 12 years of exis-
tence this organization has attracted world re-
nowned speakers, who are not paid an honorar-
ium. Their air fare and hospitality are paid for, 
however. Membership in the Speakers Assem-
blyis restricted to 500 and they are now at 496. I 
would imagine that by the time you are reading 
this you would be turned away and have to wait in 
line to join. Mark did invite us as guests to attend 
the Plenary Panel on Terrorism to be held at 3 
PM on Friday, December 7 at the Hyatt Coconut 
Point where the group meets regularly. You must 
make your reservation by Tuesday, November 
20. So, if you received this electronically you are 
not too late and you can call Mark for details at 
239-992-1327. The cost is $40. Many Bonita 
Springs Rotarians are members of the Speakers 
Assembly and a number have served as presi-
dent of the organization, the most recent, 
Marjorie Rubacky, who is immediate past presi-
dent. To learn more about the assembly go to 
www.speakersassembly.com.  



Future Programs 
 
Marjorie Rubacky is our Program Host for No-
vember. 
 
November 28 - Marian Mosser, Ph.D., Hodges 
University, speaking on the Criminal Justice sys-
tem. 
 
Martha Erickson is our Program Host for De-
cember. 
 
December 5 - Hal Atzingen, Coordinator, Zone 
34 Polio Plus Partners. 
 
December 12 - Sandy Scoggins, Bonita Springs 
Rotarian, Chair of the Water Project. 
 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Ken Weyl is home and recovering. Call him on 
his cell phone: 272-8459. Steve Kaskie is back in 
town. Steve, please come to our meetings. We 
would hate to see George Cohan fine you. Ken 
King will have shoulder surgery. No heavy lifting, 
but we’ll see him doing light duty at the Christmas 
Tree lot. Paul Van Valkenburg’s wife Nancy’s 
paintings are on exhibit at the Art League. Dave 
Shellenbarger is anxiously awaiting the arrival of 
his clan. At his house that is a joy. With many of 
us, that is a concern. 
 
Bonita Springs Rotary Foundation 
 
Dave Shellenbarger, Foundation Chair, gave us 
an update and reported that $86,742 has been 
given to 6 Rotary projects, 22 local organizations 
and to two international projects. Diane Lepola 
told us of the Pension Protection Act provision, 
which expires on December 31, enabling age 
70.5 plus individuals to donate up to $100,000 of 
IRA and other qualified money directly to a char-
ity. Times a wasting. Please give to the Bonita 
Springs Rotary Foundation or the Rotary Founda-
tion. You are going to pay taxes on your Required 
Minimum Distribution if you don’t give it away. 
What a way to maximize your charitable giving.  

Rotarian Profile 
 
Roman G. Horoszewski is 
one of our new members. 
He was proposed by Sue 
Masters. Roman is from 
nowhere and from every-
where. He was a military 
brat, the son of an RF4C 
pilot, Roman D. Hor-
oszewski. Roman was born 
at RAF Lakenheath in Eng-
land and has lived in 10 
states and Samoa. Roman 
was a scholarship athlete in college, three varsity 
letters in rowing, one in beer drinking and one in 
women. He won numerous national rowing titles, 
is a triple gold medal winner at the Royal Cana-
dian Henley Regatta and was invited to the U. S. 
Olympic Development Camp where he won gold 
and silver medals at the U. S. Olympic Festival. 
Roman has lived in Southwest Florida since 
2001. Roman and Laurie have three sons, Ro-
man M., (10), Gavin (8), and PJ (5). Roman is a 
Cub Scout Den Leader. Roman and Laurie are 
fortunate to have their parents and Laurie’s sister 
living in the area. Roman has a BA in Economics 
from Rutgers, a Master of Regional Planning from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 
an MBA in Finance from FGCU. He was a mem-
ber of Beta Gamma Sigma, the international 
honor society for collegiate schools of business. 
Roman is the owner and president of Power Ten 
Business Solutions, offering economic and finan-
cial analysis, business and strategic planning and 
business valuation services to small and mid-size 
companies. Prior to founding his company Ro-
man spent 15 years in the real estate develop-
ment industry and has successfully managed 
more than $200 million in real estate develop-
ment from concept to completion. In addition to 
Rotary, Roman belongs to the Bonita Springs 
Chamber of Commerce. He owns a guitar, but 
does not claim to a natural talent. How many chil-
dren do you know who did not make their 4th 
grade choir? Roman admits that. He was admit-
ted to Mensa in 1980. He can lift 100 lb Christ-
mas trees with one hand. Welcome, Roman! 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week’s Big Prize: $569 

 
Frank Mazzeo drew 
the King of Hearts and 
won $5. Of the 42 
cards remaining in the 
deck for this week’s 
drawing, there are 4 
Aces worth $100 each 
and the Joker, which 
wins $569. We contrib-
uted $103 to the Ro-
tary Foundation this 
past week. 
 
$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 

Side By Side 
 
Oh we ain’t got a barrel of money 
Maybe we’re ragged and funny 
But we’ll travel along. 
Singin’ a song 
Side by side. 
Don’t know what’s comin’ tomorrow 
Maybe there’s trouble and sorrow 
But we’ll travel the road, 
Sharin’ our load 
Side by side. 
Through all kinds of weather 
What if the sky should fall 
Just as long as we’re together 
It doesn’t matter at all 
When they’ve all had their quarrels 
And parted 
We’ll be the same as we started 
Just trav’lin’ along 
Singin’ a song 
Side by side. 
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Nancy Wyckoff - November 24 

Christmas Tree Lot Reminder 
 
Ron Anderson reports that he 
needs volunteers to help unload 
Christmas Trees this Friday and 
Saturday. See Ron to sign up. Jim 
O’Leary is again maintaining the 
on line sign up schedule.  This is 
our largest fund raiser. Everyone’s 
help is needed. Next year we will be at a new lo-
cation. Where? Hopefully one of us will locate a 
place, since a new bank will be on the current site. 
We hope we can find a highly visible spot. Help! 
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Today’s Meeting  
 
Marjorie Rubacky, Program Host for Novem-
ber, will introduce Marian Mosser, Ph.D., who 
will be speaking on th criminal justice system. 
 
Last Meeting 
 
President Fred Partin presided. Jack Blake 
delivered the invocation. Bob Lorenz led the 
Pledge of Allegiance and Mac McBride led the 
4 Way Test. Steve Krchniak was absent and 
did we ever miss him. Bobbi Bird and her 
“back up” singers led us in singing Side by 
Side. George Cohan showed us mercy. If he 
hadn’t, the fines would have surpassed Christ-
mas Tree Sales as our largest fundraiser.    
 
Visiting Rotarians and Guests 
 
Welcome back, Rotary Regulars! Visiting Ro-
tarians, Michael Bernhard, Munich 
Friedensengel, Germany, Gene Millard, Bex-
ley Whitehall, Columbus, OH, Stan Wiens, 
Mississauga West, Ontario, Canada and his 
better half, Brenda Molloy-Measures, Missis-
sauga City Centre, Bo Edwards, Youngstown, 
OH, and, a very special guest from the Nicho-
lasville, KY Rotary Club and best friend of Guy 
Quinn, Leta Mattingly. Guests visiting us, 
Marjorie Rubacky’s daughter, Mary Anne 
Rubacky from Hoboken, NJ, and guest of Dick 
Fredrickson, Greg Holtz. 
 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Klaus Helf 
upon the recent death in Switzerland of his 
wife, Monika, who succumbed to cancer. 

Rotary Club of Bonita Springs 
 

                                            November 28, 2007 
Last Week’s Program 
 

M. E. Parker, Photographer, 
was introduced by Program 
Host, Marjorie Rubacky. If a 
picture is worth 1,000 words 
we witnessed a “Billion Word 
Presentation.” Ms. Parker is 
a computer consultant who 
designs websites. Visit her 
website and you will be sold 
on her abilities as a website 

designer and as a world class nature photogra-
pher. We saw her stunning array of Southwest 
Florida photos. In the past she spent 15 years in 
the bush of Alaska. She worked there as an RN. 
Look at her Alaska collection and you will want to 
arrange a trip next summer to the far north. As 
you oftentimes see, “Don’t try this at home.” 
“Don’t try living in the bush of Alaska unless you 
are comfortable traveling by dog sled.” M.E. had 
32 sled dogs to help get her out to civilization. We 
are thankful that her grandparents and parents 
were snowbirds. We have M. E. Parker to make 
us believers in the beauty of nature surrounding 
us in Southwest Florida. Visit her website at 
www.meparkerphotography.com. To 
arrange a presentation to your group, call her at 
498-0480 or send her an email at 
me@meparkerphotography.com. 
 
Happenings 
 
Gerry Myers served on the Nominating Commit-
tee to select the 6960 District Governor for Rotary 
Year 2010-2011. Don Thomas a 22 year mem-
ber of the Cape Coral Goldcoast Rotary Club was 
selected.   
 



Future Programs 
 
Martha Erickson is our Program Host for De-
cember. 
 
December 5 - Hal Atzingen, Coordinator, Zone 
34 Polio Plus Partners. 
 
December 12 - Sandy Scoggins, Bonita Springs 
Rotarian, Chair of the Water Project. 
 
December 19 - Holiday Celebration Sing Along. 
 
Nominations for the Board 
 
Ray Faubion heads the Nominating Committee. 
Nominate someone or volunteer to serve. 
 
Stephanie Kissinger Elected to 
Board Replacing Debbie Metzger 
 
The Bonita Springs Rotary Club Board of Direc-
tors chose Stephanie Kissinger to replace  
Debbie Metzger, who resigned, because of a job 
transfer with the YMCA. Thanks, Debbie, for all of 
your hard work. Stephanie, we appreciate your 
willingness to serve. 
 
John West Nominated to GSE 
 
John West has been nominated as a GSE team 
leader to lead a team from District 6960 to Brit-
tany, France or Jamaica. We hope you are se-
lected, John. 
 
Let’s Boost Attendance 
 
President, Fred Partin, reports that our October 
meeting attendance was 76%. Our goal is 80%. 
Visit www. Rotary6960.org and click on the da-
tabase to find convenient makeup locations. Or 
go to our website at 
www.bonitaspringsrotary.org and makeup on 
line. It is easy. Visit another club. Have fun and 
learn how we can improve what we are doing.  

Christmas Tree Sales 
 
The tent is up, the fencing and gates secure the 
site, the electricity is hooked up and 300 trees are 
here and waiting for you to sign up to sell. Jim 
O’Leary is again maintaining the on line sign up 
schedule.  Go to www.bonitaspringsrotary.org 
to find the available times. Then call or email Jim.  
This is our largest fund raiser. We hope to raise 
$40,000. Everyone is needed. 

Here are some of the Rotarians and helpers who 
worked on Friday, November 16 setting up the 
tent. Present at the time the photo was taken 
were, Skip Lepola (Thanks, Diane for recruiting 
him), Ozzie Tello, Ray Faubion, Mark Hum-
phrey, Gil Urick, RR, Scott Gerrish, Jim 
Renfro, Ron Anderson and Mac McBride. The 
big guy in the back is Phil Zaengel of Gil Urick 
Design. The two guys in front were hired to drill 
holes and drive stakes. They are Rey Bernarl 
and Victor Sepulveda. 
 
Paul Harris Fellow Plus 3 
 
Rick Barber was honored 
for his contributions to the 
Rotary Foundation on No-
vember 6. He was recog-
nized as a Paul Harris 
Fellow Plus 3 at the joint 
meeting with the Bonita 
Noon and Estero Rotary 
Clubs. 
 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week’s Big Prize: $633 

 
Don Manley drew the 
Queen of Diamonds and 
is shown here holding the 
$5 that he took home. Of 
the 41 cards remaining in 
the deck for this week’s 
drawing, there are 4 Aces 
worth $100 each and the 
Joker, which wins $633. 
We contributed $64 to the 
Rotary Foundation this 
past week. 
 
$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 

All Hail To Rotary                                                                     
All hail to Rotary! 
Steadfast and strong 
We’ll strive to hold our course 
Though days seem dark 
And things go wrong 
Service in all we do 
Friends ever free 
Until we meet once more 
Here’s health to all our friends’ 
In Rotary 

Editor Needed 
 
Fred Partin reported that I have resigned. I 
have business, church endowment committee 
and other charities that need increased atten-
tion. We use Microsoft Publisher. Ira Hawk, RR 
Scott Gerrish and I will work to help you. 
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Mark Humphrey - November 29 
Carl Bals - December 2 

Bob Mantle - December 4 

Bob Rosier Reports on Boy Scouts 
 
Bob Rosier, a longtime supporter of organiza-
tions serving the youth of our area, and co-chair of 
the Boy Scouts fund raiser reported that $80,000 
was raised recently. We are fortunate to have Bob 
serving the community in more ways than just Ro-
tary. Thanks, Bob! 
 
The Christmas Party -  Sign Up Now 
 
If your social secretary has not done so already, 
contact Sue Masters, sue-masters@juno.com.  
Or, call her at 949-2419. The event is on Friday, 
December 14 at 6 PM at the Highland Woods 
Country Club. If you haven’t been to a meeting in 
a while, Sue will give you directions. 
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Today’s Meeting  
 
Martha Erickson, Program Host for Decem-
ber, will introduce Hal Atzigen, Coordinator, 
Rotary Zone 34 Polio Plus Partners. 
 
Last Meeting 
 
President Fred Partin presided. Doug Pratt 
delivered the invocation. Gary Colecchio led 
the Pledge of Allegiance and Jim O’Leary led 
the 4 Way Test. Jim Dati led us in singing All 
Hail to Rotary.     
 
 
Visiting Rotarians and Guests 
 
Steve McIntosh intro-
duced a special guest, 
Wilson Bradshaw, 
President of FGCU, who 
is a member of St. Paul, 
MN #10 Rotary Club. St. 
Paul Rotary was the 
tenth chartered Rotary 
club in the world. Bill 
Oehler was president of  
that club in 1990-91. 
Prior to that Bill was president of the Roches-
ter, MN Rotary Club in 1982-83. He was presi-
dent of Bonita Springs Rotary in 2001-02. 
 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Doug Pratt reported the death of Diane Le-
pola’s brother who lived in Baton Rouge, LA. 
We’ll remember Diane and Skip and their fam-
ily in our prayers. 

Rotary Club of Bonita Springs 
 

                                            December 5, 2007 
Last Week’s Program 

 
Program Host, Marjorie 
Rubacky, introduced Marian 
Mosser, Ph.D., Criminal Jus-
tice Professor, Hodges Uni-
versity. Dr. Mosser is a re-
tired U. S. Army Lt. Col. with 
expertise in counterterrorism. 
Her accomplishments during 
her 25 years of experience in 
the field include serving as 
the U. S. Army’s senior anti-
terrorism officer managing 
the Antiterrorism Cell in the 

Intelligence and Operations Center in the Penta-
gon where she managed the antiterrorism poli-
cies and procedures for the U. S. Army world-
wide. She managed activities that resulted in cap-
turing a spy and provided critical intelligence that 
resulted in the capture of 5 terrorists. We learned 
that terrorism is premeditated motivated violence 
against noncombatant targets in our free society. 
Dr. Mosser told us that some terrorists have been 
trained from age 5 to prepare them to carry out 
suicide attacks. Why would someone become a 
suicide bomber, which is outside the teaching of 
the Koran? They are taught that a suicide attack 
is a ticket to heaven for them and their friends 
and relatives and they are assured of the com-
pany of 72 virgins upon their arrival there. They 
are heroes. They come from all walks of life. 
Some have doctorate degrees. Their acts are not 
irrational, they are not crazy. They are martyrs for 
their cause, which is Islamic Fundamentalism. 
Antiterrorisms is difficult work in that a suicide 
bomber is not planning to escape or evade cap-
ture. Terrorists are mobile and pick targets of op-
portunity and work to get the greatest effect of 
their act, an alternate bus more crowded than the 
first. Thanks, Dr. Mosser, for your insight!   



Future Programs 
 
Martha Erickson is our Program Host for De-
cember. 
 
December 12 - Sandy Scoggins, Bonita Springs 
Rotarian, Chair of the Water Project. 
 
December 19 - Holiday Celebration Sing Along. 
 
Estero High School Honorees 

 
Honorees for November are 
Brittany Boaz, Academic 
Award. Brittany has a 3.92 GPA 
as a senior and hopes to enroll 
in pre-med at the University of 
Florida. She is a member of the 
National Honor Society, is Com-
munity Service Chairman and 
excels in integrated math and is 
a track and field athlete.  
 
Senior, Thao Trang received 
the Service Award. She has a 
3.88 GPA and will be attending 
USF in the fall. She designed 
the Taste of Bonita T-Shirt. She 
was recognized for helping a 
fellow non-English speaking 
Vietnamese 

student gain proficiency in Eng-
lish. 
 
Erica Reynolds, Faculty Award, 
teaches mathematics at EHS. 
She is a member of the National 
Council of Teachers of Mathe-
matics. She is working on her 
masters degree at FGCU. She 
has expertise in grant writing. 
 
Staff Award recipient Kay Nas-
siff works in the attendance of-
fice. She’s responsible for get-
ting substitute teachers when 
someone calls in sick. Sounds 
like she plays a key role at EHS. 

Christmas Tree Sales 

The happy crew of 
John Spear, Jim 
O’Leary, Marjorie 
Rubacky, and 
Jim Renfro took a 
break for this 
photo op. The 
Jims are shown 
helping a satisfied 

customer load her 
tree into her car. 
Marjorie handled 
the money and 
John made a per-
fectly straight hole 
for a tree stand on 
this tree.  
The sale was re-
ported in both the 

Naples Daily News 
and the Banner last 
week. Ron Ander-
son reported that 
we are a bit behind 
last year’s sale, but 
we should catch up, 
since we have an 
extra day this year. 
Our goal is to raise 
$25,000 to $30,000 
this year. I had re-
ported that it was 
$40,000. I hope a 
fine is not levied by   
George Cohan. 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week’s Big Prize: $710 

 
Fred Partin drew the 6 
of Clubs and took home 
$5, the amount George 
Cohan fined him earlier 
for allowing an attorney 
to lead the 4 Way Test. 
Of the 40 cards remain-
ing in the deck for this 
week’s drawing, there 

are 4 Aces worth $100 each and the Joker, 
which wins $710. We contributed $79 to the Ro-
tary Foundation this past week. 
 
$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 

God Bless America 
 
God bless America, land that I love. 
Stand beside her and guide her 
Through the night 
With the light from above. 
From the mountains 
To the prairies 
To the oceans, white with foam, 
God bless America,  
My home sweet home. 
God bless America, 
My home sweet home. 
 

 
  

!"#$%&'(#$"'/(!"#$%&'(#$"'/(!"#$%&'(#$"'/(!"#$%&'(#$"'/($$$$
Editor - Bob Pagel 

 
Printing provided by . . .  

!"#$%&'()$!#*+$

,-$+"./0*$1#$+"./23$*()$,4$5,!"
"

6*$.+$+"#$!78!9:$

6*$.+$;<67$!=$<>>$?= ?!7 !"#"
'.##$.+$$%.#5$&=="'6>>$(/5$$

'!!!!7$;76! "(96)(:$

'.##$.+$$#$'! !;6?6<>$+,$(##$?= ?!7 !":$

"

John Mathes - December 10 
Sandy Scoggins - December 11 

The Christmas Party -  Sign Up Now 
 
If your social secretary has not done so already, 
contact Sue Masters, sue-masters@juno.com.  
Or, call her at 949-2419. The event is on Friday, 
December 14 at 6 PM at the Highland Woods 
Country Club. If you haven’t been to a meeting in 
a while, Sue will give you directions. 
 
Editor Needed 
 
Fred Partin reported that I have resigned. I have 
business, church endowment committee and 
other charities that need increased attention. We 
use Microsoft Publisher. Ira Hawk, RR Scott Ger-
rish and I will work to help you. 
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Today’s Meeting  
 
Martha Erickson, Program Host for Decem-
ber, will introduce Bonita Springs Rotarian, 
Sandy Scoggins, who will make a presenta-
tion on the Bonita Springs Rotary Water Project 
in Guatemala. 
 
Last Meeting 
 
President Fred Partin presided. Dick Hamlin 
delivered the invocation. Sandy Scoggins led 
the Pledge of Allegiance and Roger Bruns-
wick led the 4 Way Test. Steve Krchniak di-
rected us in singing God Bless America to 
commemorate Pearl Harbor Day, December 7.     
 
Kindergartners Receive Books 

 
Steve McIntosh pre-
sented a check from 
Bonita Springs Rotary 
for $1176 to Kinder-
garten teacher, Jenni-
fer Price, to buy 
books for the kinder-

gartners at Spring Creek Elementary School. 
The books are special in that each is individual-
ized with the student’s name in them. Ms. Price 
reported that students who received books 
three years ago still tell her how they treasure 
their book. 
 
 
 
 
 

Rotary Club of Bonita Springs 
 

                                            December 12, 2007 
Last Week’s Program 

 
Martha Erickson, Pro-
gram Host for December, 
introduced Naples Rotar-
ian and Past District 6960 
Governor 2002-03, Hal 
Antzigen, who is the Polio 
Plus Partners Coordinator 
in Rotary Zone 34. In her 
introduction, Martha 
quoted her husband, G. 
Walter Erickson, MD, 
from a lecture that he 

made to interns in 2000 regarding the discovery 
of the polio vaccine. We learned among many 
interesting bits of information from Hal that the 
Rotary International Foundation has been offered 
$100 million by the Gates Foundation provided 
we can match it in Rotary years 2008-11.  The 
money is to be used in the Polio Plus effort. In 
1985 Rotary International pledged to eradicate 
polio by 2005, the 100th anniversary of Rotary. 
We fell short, but we are well on the way to our 
goal of ridding the world of this dread disease. 
Rotary is not alone in this endeavor. We are 
working with UNICEF, WHO and the CDCs. In 
1985 there were 350,000 new cases of polio in 
the world. In 2007 there have been only 763 new 
cases, down 1,000 cases from 2006. By the end 
of 2008 all of India will be immunized, which 
leaves only 3 countries, Nigeria, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan where work is yet to be done. Since 
1985, Rotary International has contributed $650 
million to the effort to wipe out polio, second only 
to the United States government. Rotary leader-
ship, internationally, at the district level and lo-
cally are gearing up to make sure we meet the 
Gates Foundation challenge to raise $100 million 
to match their $100 million. This is another rea-
son to recruit new members. Thanks, Hal.  

 December 26 - No Meeting 



Future Programs 
 
Martha Erickson is our Program Host for De-
cember. 
 
December 19 - Holiday Celebration Sing Along. 
 
December 26 -  No Meeting. 
 
Kids With Cancer Receives $4500 

 
Dave Shellenbarger, 
Chairman, Bonita Springs 
Rotary Foundation, pre-
sented a check for $4500 
to District 6960 Governor, 
Gary Israel for the Kids 
With Cancer fundraising 
effort in the district. Gary 
reported that our district 
has committed $100,000 

for the naming rights on a children’s playroom at 
Health Park. 
 
Beat the 12/31/07 Tax Deadline 
 
Dave Shellenbarger leads our Rotary Founda-
tion effort, too. He reports that you can check on 
your contributions with The Rotary Foundation by 
calling 866-976-8279. You can get your balance 
and/or make a new contribution. However, if 
you plan to use club recognition points to move to 
the next Paul Harris Recognition Level, make a 
check to The Rotary Foundation and give it to 
Dave, so he can get it properly credited.  
 
Shots for Tots 
 
Dave and Betty Edwards, Ira Hawk and 
Marjorie Rubacky helped with the immunizations 
of children in 31 families this month. We are fast 
approaching a total of 12,000 immunizations, 
since this important project was started. 
  

Rotarian Profile 
 
Bryan Dowd was born and 
raised in the small community 
of Fort Dodge, Iowa in 1983.  
Throughout high school, He 
was active with many different 
groups and clubs, including 
Character Counts, National 
Honor Society, Iowa Boys 
State, football teams, basket-
ball teams, and student gov-
ernment. 
 
He graduated from Saint Edmond High School in 
2002 and moved to Sioux City, Iowa, where he  
attended Morningside College for the next 4 
years.  He was also quite active in college, be-
longing to the Acacia Fraternity, Student Alumni 
Assoc., Student Ambassadors, and many differ-
ent intramural athletic teams.  He graduated from 
Morningside in December of 2006, with a B.A. in 
Psychology. Bryan currently is taking classes 
through the University of Phoenix in order to get a 
Masters in Psychology degree. 
 
In 2006 he decided to take a job opportunity in 
Bonita Springs where he moved in September of 
’06.  The job was with First American Bank, a pri-
vately owned bank based out of his hometown.  
He started working for First American in the sum-
mer of 2002, during school break, as a part-time 
teller. 
 
He has an older brother and an older sister, both 
of whom reside in different states.  His stepfather 
and uncle are both Rotarians in Fort Dodge, Iowa 
and his mother has assisted Rotary on an aid 
project to Nicaragua a few years back.  He is cur-
rently single and enjoying all that life has to offer. 
He was proposed to Bonita Springs Rotary by 
Stephanie Kissinger. Let’s find more young en-
ergetic people like Bryan. Thanks, Stephanie! 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week’s Big Prize: $780 

 
John Mathes drew the 
5 of Clubs and won $5.  
Of the 39 cards remain-
ing in the deck for this 
week’s drawing, there 
are 4 Aces worth $100 
each and the Joker, 
which wins $780. We 
contributed $80 to the 
Rotary Foundation this 
past week. 
 
$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 
 

Sing Out A Song of Rot’ry 
 
Sing out a song of Ro-t’ry 
Echoing through out the land. 
Give of yourself to serve another 
With a helpful Ro-try hand. 
Working together helps us 
To remember our purpose grand. 
Sing out a song of RO-TA-RY, 
And let it echo through out the land. 
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John Mathes -  December 10 
Sandy Scoggins -  December 11 

Mike O’Dell -  December 18 

In the Rotary Christmas Spirit 
 
Fred Partin and Sue Masters made announce-
ments at our last meeting. Fred got permission 
from the Bonita Springs Rotary Board of Directors 
to earmark the $2000 sponsorship money raised 
for his inaugural to award our members Paul Har-
ris Fellowships if they would contribute just $250. 
In addition, Fred will donate another $500 to raise 
the total to $2500, so we can have ten new Paul 
Harris Fellows. Sue is contributing $500 toward 
Paul Harris Fellowships for the 2 new members 
she recently proposed. Normally a Rotarian is re-
quired to donate $1000 to the Rotary International 
Foundation in order to receive the award. Bonita 
Springs Rotary reduces that to $500 by contribut-
ing half of the $1000. You shouldn’t pass up the 
opportunity to become a Paul Harris Fellow for 
$250. Let’s get back up to being a 100% club. 
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Today’s Meeting  
 
Martha Erickson, Program Host for Decem-
ber, will introduce the Rototones under the 
direction of Steve Krchniak. The Rototones, 
named by Jim Dati and Dave Shellenbarger 
will sing a selection of holiday tunes and then 
will ask us to join in with them. 
 
Last Meeting 
 
President Fred Partin presided. Bob Lorenz 
delivered the invocation reading from the Ro-
tarian Prayer Book. John Warfield led the 
Pledge of Allegiance and Gerry Myers led the 
4 Way Test. Steve Krchniak directed us in 
Sing Out A Song of Rotary. 
 
Joys or Concerns 
 
We are saddened by the death of Ruth Mary 
McBride, Mac’s wife.  Ken Weyl continues to 
recuperate at home. For Steve Kaskie it is 
back to Rochester, Minnesota to the Mayo 
Clinic for further treatment. We sure miss those 
two guys. Please keep them in your thoughts 
and prayers. 
 
Christmas Tree Sales 

 
Ron Anderson told us that 
we have $53,000 in the bank 
and the rest of the sales dol-
lars will go directly to the Bo-
nita Springs Rotary Founda-
tion. We have 300 trees to 
sell as of Wednesday, De-
cember 12. Standby, your 
help may be needed for the 

push to sales end.    

Rotary Club of Bonita Springs 
 

                                            December 19, 2007 
Last Week’s Program 
 
Program Host for Decem-
ber, Martha Erickson, 
introduced Bonita Springs  
Rotarian, Sandy 
Scoggins, Water Project 
Chairperson who gave a 
very thorough explanation 
of what the project is 
about and how we can be 
part of her “Million Person 
Challenge.”  Sandy came 
to Florida primed to join 
Rotary and to get in-
volved in making a differ-
ence in the world. She had joined the Naperville 
Rotary Club in Illinois and just after completing 
orientation, but before being inducted, she and 
her husband Keith moved to Florida. Keith and 
my wife, Barbara Pagel, had both worked in the 
Farm Credit Services System. Rotary came up 
over dinner at our place and the rest is history. 
Lucky, lucky us. The lesson: Recruit new ener-
getic members, who want to be a Rotarian. Fred 
Partin got a willing volunteer to head an interna-
tional project. It is obvious that Sandy knows how 
to get things done. This first effort totaling 
$50,000 will provide clean water to 11,000 peo-
ple. If $50,000 helps that number of people, 
$500,000 will complete a “Million Person Chal-
lenge.” Sandy explained how this first effort will 
work, down to showing us the filters that are part 
of the filtration systems. One of the key ingredi-
ents of the program is financing. Every $1 do-
nated here in Bonita Springs and at other loca-
tions becomes $4 through matches by districts 
and Rotary International. Sandy and her commit-
tee of Linda Ritzert, Roger Brunswick, Paul 
Van Valkenburg and Bob Pagel decided that 
Sandy’s idea of working with experienced Rotari-
ans was the way to get this project (next page)   



Future Programs 
 
Mark Petrites our Program Host for January will 
be announcing a list of speakers soon. 
 
Beat the 12/31/07 Tax Deadline 
 
Dave Shellenbarger leads our Rotary Founda-
tion effort, too. He reports that you can check on 
your contributions with The Rotary Foundation by 
calling 866-976-8279. You can get your balance 
and/or make a new contribution. However, if 
you plan to use club recognition points to move to 
the next Paul Harris Recognition Level, make a 
check to The Rotary Foundation and give it to 
Dave, so he can get it properly credited.  
 
Wheelchair Project 
 
President Fred Partin announced that the Bonita 
Springs Rotary Foundation has allocated $3750 
toward this project. Bonita Springs Rotarians do-
nating $37.50 will have a wheelchair donated in 
their name. The chairs cost $150. The foundation 
will match the Rotarians $37.50 bringing the 
amount to $75. Rotary International will match 
that $75 to complete the $150. If you donate 
$37.50 you will receive recognition and receive a 
thank you from the recipient of the chair. 
 
Through the Ages Car Show!
 
We have another opportunity to raise funds for 
our foundation. This event occurring on January 
11 and 12 in Bonita Springs needs us to sell tick-
ets and beer. We will be good at this, since we 
are experts. See Fred Partin to sign up. 
 
 
!"#$%&'(#$"#*,+!"#$%&'(#$"#*,+!"#$%&'(#$"#*,+!"#$%&'(#$"#*,+ - Watch for It 
 
A group of almost 100 people attended our Holi-
day Party at Highland Woods. If you were there, 
see the online version of this publication for cov-
erage of the event. If not, you missed the fun. 

done. Sandy discovered George Lewis through a 
search on the internet. George has conducted 
similar successful projects with his club in Flor-
ence Oregon in Rotary District 5110. He had per-
sonal contact with the first lady of Guatemala and 
Rotarian Juan Carlos Cheves of the Guatemala 
Sur club in District 4250. The first lady, Mrs. Ber-
ger, selected the filtration system. The containers 
are manufactured in Guatemala and the Q Beta  
filters come from England. How can Bonita 
Springs Rotarians contribute? First, buy a pack-
age of the note cards that are available for $25. If 
we buy a total of 40 boxes, George Lewis, who’s 
artwork is on the card, will donate all of the pro-
ceeds to the Guatemala Water Project. Second, 
you can donate to the Bonita Springs Rotary 
Foundation and earmark the money for our Water 
Project. Sandy mentioned an opportunity for 
those of us age 70.5 or older. In tax year 2007 we 
can donate all or part of our Required Minimum 
Distribution directly from the companies holding 
our funds and avoid paying taxes on that money. 
It is a better way to contribute, since you haven’t 
received it and paid taxes only taking a deduction 
for a contribution.  This must be done by De-
cember 31, since this tax law only applies to 
the 2007 Tax Year. Sandy told us that 6000 chil-
dren die each day the result of drinking contami-
nated water. No children die in the United States 
the result of drinking contaminated water. Provid-
ing clean water to developing countries is a major 
goal of Rotary International. Sandy is offering to 
lead our club in an effort to make a difference in 
the world. She is going to Guatemala to learn 
more in February and will be meeting with the first 
lady. Let’s follow Sandy. 
 
Annual Meeting and Election 
 
President Fred Partin presided at the shortest 
annual meeting on record. The nominating com-
mittee headed by President-elect Ray Faubion 
along with members Don Thomson, Jose Lo-
pez, Diane Lepola and Richard Gardner pre-
sented the slate of candidates for the board, Ray 
Faubion, Jim Dati, Ken King and Roger Bruns-
wick.  They were approved by acclamation. 



Let’s Sing, Rotarians! 

$$$50/50$$$ 
This Week’s Big Prize: $844 

 
Stephanie Kissinger as 
proxy for Steve McIntosh 
drew the 4 of Hearts and 
won $5.  Of the 38 cards 
remaining in the deck for 
this week’s drawing, there 
are 4 Aces worth $100 
each and the Joker, 
which wins $844. We 
contributed $70 to the 
Rotary Foundation this 
past week. 
 
$1 buys a ticket, 3 for $2, 10 for $5, 25 for $10 

We Wish You a Merry Christmas 
 
We wish you a Merry Christmas, 
We wish you a Merry Christmas, 
we wish you a Merry Christmas, 
And a Happy New Year. 
 
Good tidings we bring 
to you of good cheer: 
Good tidings for Christmas 
And a Happy New Year 
 
We wish you a Merry Christmas, 
We wish you a Merry Christmas, 
We wish you a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
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Dave Shellenbarger discovered this gem and 
shares it with you. 

 
To Be A Rotarian 

 
To be young is to swim in pools you did not dig. 

 
To be a Rotarian is to dig pools in which you will not swim. 

 
To be young is to dance to music, which you did not write. 

 
To be a Rotarian is to write music to which you will not dance. 

 
To be young is to sit under trees you did not plant. 

 
To be a Rotarian is to plant trees under which you will not sit. 

 
To be young is to seek benefits from a city you did not build. 

 
To be a Rotarian is to build a city and a community from which you 

will not benefit. 
 

That is what Rotary is about…. 
“Service Above Self” 

 December 26 - No Meeting 
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